As we have seen over the last two weeks, Paul's opening paragraph in his letter to the Ephesians is an extended explosion of praise to God for the many spiritual blessings that He has poured out on believers.  After highlighting that God has poured these blessings out “in Christ,” Paul begins to highlight individual blessings starting with election in 1:4-6.  Having looked at those verses last week, we now turn our attention to 1:7-10 in which Paul expounds on a second spiritual blessing: redemption.  

In these verses Paul moves his attention from God's choosing of His people before the foundation of the world to His redeeming of them through the blood of Christ.  We also see a marked shift from focusing on the action of the Father to the redemptive action of the Son.  Just as we have seen with the verses so far, this is a short bit of text that is loaded with meaning and implication for all of us.  Understanding that, we will examine it piece-by-piece.

I. God has granted us redemption through the blood of Christ.

As we look at these four verses, it becomes clear that the central theme is found in the opening verse where Paul writes, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses” (1:7a).  The second spiritual blessing Paul holds up for his readers is that of redemption – in particular, the forgiveness of sins.  

In order to understand this spiritual blessing, we have to understand the concept of redemption itself which is full of meaning.  This idea of redemption is actually found throughout the Scriptures and it is often used to refer to setting someone or something free from someone or something else.  In some specific instances, the redemption was purchased through the payment of an appropriate price as in the book of Ruth when Ruth herself is redeemed through payment.  Over time, however, the concept came to be applied to God's rescue of Israel from slavery in Egypt.  Though there was not a specific “price” paid, Israel had been set free, so they often spoke of the “redemption” they had received from God (Ps. 111:9).  Upon moving into the New Testament, the word becomes even more clearly defined as it is often used to refer to the consummation of all things when God will totally deliver us from sin and its effects into a glorious world of righteousness (Rom. 8:23; Eph. 4:30; Heb. 9:12).  That said, in a couple of instances, the word is used almost exclusively to highlight the forgiveness of sins (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14).  In these instances, it seems that Paul wants to make clear that the root and core of redemption –  as well as all that it implies (freedom, deliverance, etc.) - is the forgiveness of sins.  In these texts, it seems that the thing Paul wants to highlight above all is the forgiveness. 

Understanding the term, we can begin to focus our attention on the utterly amazing nature of Paul's words.  Paul is praising God before the listening ears of his readers because God has given believers redemption.  In particular, Paul is praising God for granting forgiveness of sins.  This is an incredible reality that, though spoken about often, is not usually explained.  What does it mean that God forgives our sins?  Does he forgive like we often do – trying not to hold past offenses against people while all the time remembering the ways they have wronged us?  Scripture says no.  Ps. 32:1-2a says, “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity.”  Ps. 103:10-12 says, “He [God] does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.”  And in God's promise of the New Covenant to Jeremiah in Jer. 31:34, we read, “And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord.  For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  This is an incredible reality – when our sins are forgiven by God, it means they are remembered no more.  The Lord does not count them against us.  They are removed as far as the east is from the west.  It is as is they never happened.  This is the spiritual blessing Paul is expounding in these verses.

But, understanding this probably raises questions in our minds.  If God is holy, how can He do this?  Does he just pretend the sins never happened?  How can a just God simply overlook sins?  These questions are addressed when Paul declares that our redemption is “in him” and “through his blood.”  Without question, both of these pronouns refer to Jesus Christ and a proper understanding of redemption and forgiveness is only possible in view of the blood of Christ.  Just like everything else in this incredible sentence, redemption is inextricably tied to Jesus.  

You see, God did not merely sweep sins aside as if they never happened.  As a holy God that is impossible.  Heb. 9:22 makes clear, “Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.”  And, even more, it is not just any blood that is needed but pure and spotless blood.  That is why the blood of bulls and goats was never enough.  Heb. 10:4 says, “For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”  This is the reason the blood of Jesus is absolutely necessary, and this is the reason Paul highlights it in Eph. 1:7.  He wants his readers to understand that forgiveness of sin, though freely given to them, was not free.  It was bought at an extremely high price – the death of Jesus.  But rather than making his readers feel guilty at how much it cost, Paul wants them to rejoice, like him, in the fact that Jesus' blood was sufficient to forgive their sins.  Through this death, sin is punished and we no longer bear it or its consequences.  In the fullest sense of  the term, we have been “redeemed” - “bought with a price”.  Those who trust in Christ are free because, as Heb. 9:15 says, “...a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.”  Instead of being condemned, those who trust in Christ “...are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.”  Our sins are forgiven because Jesus paid for them.    

Before we move on to the other points of  the passage, we should labor to understand the implications of this redemption.  First of all, this means that Jesus Christ is absolutely essential if sins are to be forgiven.  It is only “in him” that we have redemption.  We only have forgiveness of sins “through his blood.”  If there is no Christ, there is no forgiveness.  If you are a Christian, you cannot forget that Christ is the only reason your sins are forgiven.  If you are not a Christian, you must see the necessity of Jesus Christ.  And it is not just that Christ showed us how to be saved but that he actually accomplished what was necessary for our salvation.  As Martyn Lloyd-Jones says, “Our Lord did not come to tell us what we have to do in order to save ourselves; He came to save us.  He came to do something for us, to act on our behalf.  That is the very essence of the gospel.”
  Understanding what Paul says here is crucial for understanding the non-negotiable place of Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation.   

Second, this helps us understand the seriousness of sin.  By understanding the price that was required to purchase the forgiveness of sin, we can understand that sin is not something to be taken lightly.  Sin is no mere trifle, because God would not send His Son over a mere trifle.  There is something terribly wrong with this entire world – including all of us who live in it – and it is called sin.  We must not underestimate it or ignore, because Jesus gave His life to destroy it.  In sending Jesus to shed His blood, God did not merely sweep sin under the rug.  Rather, He brought it out into the open and let us see just how horrible it is by showing us how horrible its punishment is.  And, through that, He broke the power of that sin.  

Finally, for those of us who know Christ, this helps us appreciate our salvation and our Savior more appropriately.  As we think on this reality of redemption and the forgiveness of sins, I pray that it would move through our minds to our hearts.  I pray that we would not merely know that God has redeemed us but that we would worship Him and praise Him because He freely set us free from the bonds if sin and its wages, death.  I pray that we would not merely know that our sins have been forgiven through the blood of Christ but that we would treasure one One who willingly laid down His life and allowed His body to broken for us.  May these truths warm our hearts as they fill our minds and drive us to praise and love and glorify our God.  

II. The source of this redemption is the grace of God. 

Having introduced this second spiritual blessing, Paul goes on to elaborate on it in the following verses.  First of all, he highlights the source of this redemption by saying that we have redemption and forgiveness of sins “according to the riches of His grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight” (1:7b-9).  By using this phrase “according to”, Paul is making clear that the very cause of our redemption is the grace of God that has been lavished upon us.  

Once again, this is a crucial reality because it shifts attention away from us and on to God.  Just like our election was “according to the purpose of His will” (1:5), so our redemption flows from His grace.  We did not earn it or achieve it.  Rather, God has freely chosen to act in this way.  As Paul makes clear in Rom. 3:24, we “are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus....”  God grants us redemption and forgiveness as a gift.  He was not forced to do so or obligated to do so.  

Once again, the implications and applications of this reality are critically important.  First of all, with regard to God, it reminds us of His incredible love.  We have seen this throughout this first chapter of Ephesians (and will continue to see it throughout the book), but it is also a common strand throughout Scripture as a whole.  God has most clearly demonstrated His love for His people by sending His Son to redeem them and forgive their sins.  John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”  Rom. 5:8 tells us that “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  And 1 John 4:9-10 says, “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  The love of God is immense and staggering and overwhelming and those of us who know Christ should delight in it and cherish it and proclaim it.  It is not enough to “know God” if we do not know Him rightly.  So many Christians struggle to know God's love for them.  Lloyd-Jones addressed this issue in his own day: 

I fear that many of us are like the Prodigal Son.  In desperation we go back home, and we believe certain things.  But how inadequate was the Prodigal's idea and conception of his father's love.  He went in fear and trembling saying, 'Father, I am no more worthy to be called by son; make me as one of  they hired servants'.  'What are you talking about?,' says the father in effect.  'Bring out the best robe, bring out the ring, go and kill the fatted calf.'  That is God's way.  It is full reconciliation; it is as if the Prodigal had never done any wrong, as if he had never insulted his father before he left home, as if he had never left home at all.  Everything is forgotten and banished; the reconciliation is complete.  That is now our relationship to God in Christ Jesus.  If we are trusting to Christ we are fully reconciled.

As Lloyd-Jones says, we are fully reconciled, and it is because of God's love. 

Second, with regard to us, it should humble us and give us compassion for those around us.  If we truly understand that the ground of our salvation rests entirely in God and not in us, it will help us understand that people do not have to meet requirements (other than the Biblical ones of repentance and faith) to be saved.  If we understand who we were, it will help us have compassion on those who still are what we were.  In 1 Cor. 6:9-11, Paul writes, “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”  Paul's point in this text is that we who once could not inherit the kingdom because of what we were are now able to have an inheritance because God's grace has washed us, sanctified us and justified us.  That means those who even now cannot inherit the kingdom because of what they are can still obtain an inheritance because God's grace can wash them, sanctify them and justify them.  Being reminded that redemption flows solely from God's grace reminds us that the only difference between those of us who are redeemed and those who are not is God's grace which means there is no room for boasting.  

Finally, with regard to salvation and God's favor, it helps us understand that it can never be earned or achieved.  If the source of salvation lies purely in God, then “works righteousness” and “legalism” are ridiculous.  As Paul says in Rom. 4:4-5, “Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.  And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.”  Paul's point is that something that is earned by works is not a gift.  However, salvation – throughout the Scriptures – is a gift which means that, by definition, it cannot be earned by works.  Also, in Rom. 11:5-6, Paul writes, “So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace.  But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.”  Salvation is entirely of grace, and Paul's point is that this entirely rules out works as a means of attaining it.  If we are believers, we must keep before us the reality that our salvation rests entirely on grace.  If it was not given to us because of what we did (or did not do), it is not maintained by what we do (or do not do).  We must recognize, appreciate and proclaim grace.  If you are not a believer, recognize that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone.  You do not need to “get things straight.”  Come as you are.  Repent of your sins, and trust Jesus to take away your sins, and you will be saved.  The invitation to you is the same that God spoke through the prophet Isaiah in Isa. 55:1-2,6-7: “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food....Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

III. In this redemption, God has revealed to us His plan to unite all things in Christ.

In the final part of our text, Paul uses the spiritual gift of redemption as a springboard into even more ultimate realities.  In short, Paul says that through redemption,  God has made known to us “the mystery of His will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time” (1:9-10a). 

This is a dense statement that we should take time to understand.  First of all, Paul is saying that God has a plan and a purpose for this world.  This is not a surprise to anyone who has read the Bible, but it is worth saying again.  Everything God does in this world stems from His bigger plan for this world as a whole.  And this plan has been in place from the very beginning.  One of  the central truths about God is that He knows all things.  But, even deeper, the reason He knows all things is because He has ordained all things.  God has a plan for this world.  But Paul says even more: he declares not only that God has a plan for this world but that God has made known this plan to us through our redemption.  In another incredible display of grace, God has given us a glimpse into His grand scheme.  

Having introduced the fact that God has a plan and a purpose, Paul goes on to say that this purpose is “to unite all things in him [in Christ], things in heaven and things on earth” (1:10b).  In short, God's purpose is to magnify Jesus Christ by unite all things together in Him – that is, under His rule as King.  God intends for Jesus Christ to reign supreme over all.  Paul elaborates on this idea most extensively in Col. 1:16-20 when he says, “For by him [Christ] all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things were created through and for him.  And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of the body, the church.  He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.  For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.”  Notice that God's goal is that “in everything he [Christ] might be preeminent.”  Jonathan Edwards recognized this as well and declared, “The end of God’s  creating the world was to prepare a kingdom for his Son, (for he is appointed heir of the world) and that he might have the possession of it, and a kingdom in it, which should remain to all eternity.”
  This is God's grand plan, and He has revealed it to us by redeeming us.  

Just like the rest of these verses, this reality is important for our lives.  Specifically, it is important because it provides us with a bigger picture, and this bigger picture is full of implications.  First of all, this should humble us by making us recognizing that our personal salvation is not the ultimate goal of God.  Our salvation is part of something bigger.  His goal is to glorify Himself by exalting His Son, and our salvation is an (integral) means to that end.  Second, we should be confident because we know that God has a plan and is carrying out that plan.  Nothing will be able to thwart it.  Third, we should seek to proclaim and exalt Jesus Christ in all that we do.  And, finally, we should look forward to the day when all things are finally and fully united in Jesus Christ.  As John wrote in Rev. 11:15, “Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 'The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.'”  As we close with communion, may we eat the bread and drink the juice with hope as we look forward to that day – because we have been redeemed, had our sins forgiven, through the blood of Christ because of the incredible grace of God.  Amen.
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