Today, we come to the end of chapter two of Paul's letter to the Ephesians.  As we have seen, in these initial chapters of the letter, Paul is expounding on the gospel and its implications for his readers.  It is an incredible meditation on the person and work of Jesus Christ and all that it entails.  

As we have seen, this entire second chapter is an elaboration on the power of God that Paul prayed for his readers to know at the end of chapter 1.  In short, he makes clear to them God's power in delivering them from their sins and giving them true, spiritual life because of His grace.  Then, in the verses we have been examining these last few weeks, Paul highlights the power of God in making them (though they are Gentiles) part of the people of God.  

And our text this week is the culmination of that argument.  In 2:11-14, Paul reminded his readers of what they used to be as well as how God had changed that through Christ.  He declared to them the glorious truth that they, who were far off, had been brought near.  Then, in 2:15-18, Paul told his readers exactly how Christ had brought them near.  He did this by making peace – both horizontal and vertical peace.  Now, in the verses we will examine today, Paul declares to his readers the glorious realities that have come about because of what Christ has done.  These verses are a glorious recounting of the current state of Paul's readers (as well as all believers today) because of their faith in Christ.  And to make his point, Paul uses three different images to describe his readers.  

I. As a result of what Christ has done, we are citizens in God's kingdom (19a). 

As Paul continues this section of his letter, the first thing he highlights as a result of Christ's work of bringing peace is the fact that his readers (though they are Gentiles by birth) are now citizens of God's kingdom.  He begins our text by declaring, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints” (2:19a).  As we mentioned, Paul uses three different images to highlight the now privileged position occupied by his readers, and the first image he uses is that of citizenship.  He reminds his readers that they are no longer strangers and aliens – both words that highlight the fact that person is not part of a particular group.  In essence, a stranger does not belong and an alien is out of place.  Obviously, Paul is speaking from the point of view of being in the Kingdom and people of God himself and he is, once again, reminding his readers of what they were in order to highlight how drastically the situation has changed.  Because of Christ's work, they are no longer in the position of outsiders but they are actually citizens.

The reality of citizenship is one that is easy to recognize and understand on a physical level with physical nations but is often overlooked in the spiritual realm.  In reality, every individual is as much a citizen of a spiritual kingdom as they are a physical kingdom.  And one of the images that is used at various points in the New Testament to speak about the glory of salvation is the image of having been transferred from one Kingdom to another.  In essence, at salvation – as Paul declares in our text – we officially transfer our citizenship from one “nation” to another.  Paul told the Philippians, “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 4:20).  And he told the Colossians, “He [God] has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:13-14).  Clearly, the concept here is that our citizenship is radically changed when we are saved because we become part of God's kingdom and are no longer citizens of the kingdom of this world.  

Further, we should take note of Paul's declaration that we are “fellow citizens with the saints.”  This is a point that highlights the glory of this reality even more.  Not only are we citizens of God's Kingdom but citizens along with all the saints who have gone before.  The reason this is so crucial is because it helps us understand the interconnectedness of the Church through the ages.  Though God's people might be separated by any number of temporal barriers – such as time, distance, and language – we are all bound together by a common salvation, common passions, a common citizenship and a common King.  Through faith in Christ, we are part of God's people along with Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah, Daniel, Peter, Paul, John, Stephen the martyr, Augustine, Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, Calvin, Edwards, Spurgeon and all the rest.  We are citizens just as much as them, and we are part of God's people just as much as them.  Interestingly, the author of Hebrews uses the same sort of metaphor to speak of some of these heroes of the faith as he says that they “acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.  If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better county, that is, a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city” (Heb. 11:13b-16).  The glorious part of Paul's statement in our text is that the same city prepared for them has been prepared for us because we are fellow citizens with them.  The same “better country” that they desired is the better country that we desire because we are fellow citizens with them.

Before we move on to Paul's next statement, I want us to contemplate for a moment the enormous implications of this reality.  First of all, the fact that we are citizens of God's kingdom – just like with physical citizenship – carries with it certain responsibilities.  We have a responsibility to represent this Kingdom well to outsiders.  That is why Peter told his readers, “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.  Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation” (1 Pet. 2:12).  We represent our Kingdom as citizens.  Furthermore, we also bear responsibility to seek to advance this Kingdom and seek its good.  Jesus told His disciples in Matt. 6:33 to “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.”  

But on top of those responsibilities, the implications of this reality are enormous because citizenship also carries with it particular rights and privileges.  As citizens, we must never forget these realities because Scripture is clear about them.  First, because we are citizens, God promises to give us everything we need.  In the text we just quoted, Jesus also declares, “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But see first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” (Matt. 6:31-33).  Further, as citizens, we have God's promise that He will keep us and protect us from all who would oppose us.  As Paul told the Romans, “What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” (Rom. 8:31-32).  As citizens, God will protect us.  And the Scriptures are also clear that, as citizens, God will watch over us and hear our prayers.  1 Pet. 3:12, quoting Ps. 34, declares, “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer.”  We are citizens, and we should understand just how glorious that reality is. 

II. As a result of what Christ has done, we are part of God's family (19b).

Having looked at the first statement Paul makes, we can move on to the second image he uses as he declares that his readers are “members of the household of God” (2:19b).  To understand this image appropriately, we must understand the word “household” rightly.  The rest of the text could actually lead us to believe that Paul is referring to a physical building but this statement is its own separate image because the word Paul uses for “household” actually refers not to a building but to a family unit.  In essence, Paul is telling his readers that they are not only citizens of God's kingdom but actually intimate parts of His family.  This is not merely a matter position but of affection.  

This is a point that is made repeatedly in the New Testament – especially by Paul.  He reminds his many readers over and over again that, as those who have trusted in Christ, they now have God as a Father – loving them and caring for them.  As he wrote to the Romans he declared, “For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 'Abba! Father!'  The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Rom. 8:15-16).  Paul wanted them to understand that they should not relate to God as cowering slaves but as beloved children.  In writing to the Corinthians, Paul quotes the Old Testament to remind them of God's declaration: “I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me” (2 Cor. 6:18).  And in writing to the Galatians, Paul reminds them that one of the very reasons God sent His Son was so that we might receive adoption as children of God.  He tells them, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying 'Abba! Father!' So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God” (Gal. 4:4-6).  These verses make clear that are not just part of God's Kingdom but actually part of His family.  He is our Father – in the purest, truest and most glorious sense of the term.  

And just like with the reality of citizenship that we just examined, this reality has enormous implications of we understand it rightly.  First of all, it means God's love for us is certain and cannot be taken away because we are His children!  Rom. 8:35-39 declares, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?  As it is written, 'For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.'  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all  creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Second, it means we can ask for what we need and trust God to hear and provide for us because we are His children.  This was Jesus' point in Matt. 7:7-11 as he told his disciples, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.  Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent?  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!”  Jesus is clearly declaring that God is a far better Father than even the best earthly father.  We can trust Him to meet our needs.  And even more, because we are God's children, this means that we are heirs, and we have a glorious inheritance waiting for us.  Romans 8, again, declares, “The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs – heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:16-17a).  Gal. 4:7, likewise, declares, “So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.”  As sons, this means God has something prepared for us, and – as true children – we can be confident that it will come.  Not only are we part of God's kingdom, but we are part of God's family.

III. As a result of what Christ has done, we are part of a new temple of God (20-21). 

Having seen these realities, we turn our attention to the final image Paul uses in this text which actually consumes the majority of the text itself.  After saying that his readers are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, he explains further that they are “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.” (2:20-21).  Peter used the same type of image with his own readers when he declared, “...you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God  through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:4-5).  

As I mentioned, this is a shift in image employed by Paul as he now tells his readers that they are part of a building – and not just any building, but a new temple that is being constructed by God Himself.  As Paul's words make clear, this building is being built very purposefully with a very particular structure.  He declares that it is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.  Most likely, this reference to prophets is not a reference to Old Testament prophets but prophets present in the earliest days of the Church.  The apostles were those who had seen Christ and been commissioned to teach others and lead the church.  The prophets, no doubt, carried out much the same function as their Old  Testament predecessors – proclaiming the Word of God to the people of God.  The central point of Paul's declaration here is that this “building of God” rests on the truth proclaimed by the apostles and prophets.  No doubt, Paul's focus is not so much the people as the truth they proclaimed.  

This is highlighted even more when Paul points out that this structure has Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  Once again, this is a statement about the importance and centrality of Jesus Christ for the Church.  The entire group of people – to use Paul's current image, the entire building – exists because of what Jesus did.  He is the One on whom the whole structure rests and by whom the whole structure is supported.  And God has made it this way.  Jesus Himself told the priests and Pharisees, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?  Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits.  And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him'” (Matt. 21:42-44).  The same reference is also found in Rom. 9:33 and 1 Pet. 2:6-7.  This new building of which we are part rests on the central truths of the faith and is centered on Jesus himself who supports the whole thing. 

But why is this such a big deal?  The first two images seemed relatively easy to comprehend, but why this last image?  The answer is found in our text when Paul says that the structure “grows into a holy temple in the Lord.”  He goes on to tell his readers, “In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit” (2:22).  The reason this reality is so monumental is because the building is not just any building but a temple – a place that will be a dwelling place for God.  Throughout Scripture, God's dwelling place is a serious issue.  In the Old Testament, though God dwelt with His people, He was separated from them in the tabernacle or the temple, and they could not come directly into His presence.  But at various points in the Old Testament, there was a promise of something more (Lev. 26:12; Ezek. 37:27).  Finally, in the person of Christ, God came and dwelt among His people in an even more intimate way (John 1:14; 2:19-21).  Now, since the coming of Christ, the Bible regularly calls believers the temple of the living God – that is, His dwelling place (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16).  And Paul's point in our text is that, right now, God is building His people together in such a way that in eternity, He will be able to dwell unshielded and unseparated from them.  Just as Revelation 21 makes clear, there will come a day when we hear, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man.  He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and god himself will be with them as their God.  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away” (Rev. 21:3-4).  And on that day, the text also declares that there will be “no temple in the city” (Rev. 21:22).  There will be no temple because God will dwell with His people face to face for all of eternity.  This is the significance of the building that God is building with His people.  We are being built together into the very dwelling place of God, and that is why this image is such an incredible reality. 

Conclusion

In conclusion, Paul wants his readers to understand rightly their position in Christ.  He has made clear that they were far off but have now been brought near by the blood of Christ, and he wants them (and us) to understand what that means.  It means that we are citizens of the Kingdom of God – the kingdom that will never end and that will last forever.  It means that we are part of God's family – adopted as sons and daughters by a Father who will never let us down or disappoint us or disown us.  And it means that we are being built together – along with all the other believers in the world who have ever existed – into a group in which God himself will dwell for all of eternity.  We will be part of the true temple to which Israel's earthly temple pointed.  It is a glorious reality, and it should cause us to rejoice and praise our God.  Amen. 

