Our text for today is Ephesians 2:4-7.  Following Paul's bleak reminder to his readers of what they used to be prior to their salvation, Paul turns his attention to the glorious way in which God has addressed every problem that confronted lost human beings.  In 2:1-3, Paul reminded his readers that they were dead in their trespasses and sins, following the course of this world and the prince of the power of the air.  As a result, he reminded them that they were, by nature, objects of wrath.  Having brought up this past hopelessness, Paul begins our text this week with the glorious words “But God....”  Surely, if we have truly understood our text from last week, there are no more glorious words with which Ephesians 2:4 could commence.  For Christians, this means that God has not left us in our desperate lostness but has intervened.  And for a lost world, this means that there is hope in the midst of their lostness.  It means that sin and Satan and wrath are not the final word.  As Martyn Lloyd-Jones has said, these two words (“but God...”) are really the essence of the Christian message.  

As we look at these verses then, we see that they divide very neatly (as is often the case with Paul's letters).  In the very center of 2:4-7 is the essence of Paul's message – the action that has been taken by God to address the needs of lost and dead human beings.  In leading up to those actions, Paul highlights the source of them, and after identifying those actions, Paul gives the purpose of them.  So as we look at the text, we will look at within that grid.  We will examine what God himself has done and then look at what caused Him to do it as well as the reason He did it.  

I. God acted upon believers and radically changed our situation.

Even though it is not the first thing mentioned in the text, the central feature of Paul's message in 2:4-7 is the action taken by God in the lives of those who have trusted in Christ.  Everything that comes before is the source of the actions and everything that comes after is the purpose of the actions.  So the actions themselves are the centerpiece, and we must begin with them.  Beginning in the middle of verse 5, Paul says that God “made us alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved – and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (2:5b-6).  Overall, this is a brief statement of a series of incredible realities that have dramatically changed our situation as Christians.  

Before we examine the various parts of God's action, we should notice – as we have seen elsewhere in Ephesians – that everything that happens to believers is intimately bound up with Jesus Christ.  You see it throughout this text as Paul says we are made alive with Christ, and raised up with Him, and seated with Him.  Once again, this is the absolutely essential part of Christianity – everything that happens to us and is true of is comes only in and through Jesus Christ.  Without Him and His work, there is no faith or salvation.  As Lloyd-Jones says, “The whole essence of Christianity is to say that God deals with man and blesses man only in and through Christ Jesus.  Everything comes from God to us through Him.”

God made us alive together with Christ.

Understanding that, we can look at the actions themselves, and the first thing Paul mentions is that God has “made us alive together with Christ” (2:5).  As we look at the things God has done, we will see that they all address a specific need that Paul highlighted in 2:1-3.  In making us alive together with Christ, God has addressed the fact that we were “dead in the trespasses and sins in which we once walked” (2:1-2).  Incredibly, just as God raised Jesus from the dead and gave Him life, He has raised us from the dead and given us life.  More specifically, because God raised Jesus from the dead and gave Him life, He has raised us from the dead and given us life.  And He has done this, as we saw in Ephesians 1:7, by forgiving our sins through Christ so that death no longer has a claim on us.  As Paul told the Colossians, “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses” (Col. 2:13).  God has made alive by dealing with the very sins in which we were dead.  This is the very essence of Christianity.  As Jesus described to Nicodemus, this is being “born again” (John 3:3).  At its root, salvation is not merely a decision by a person to live a better life or to serve God better or to get there act together.  At its root, salvation is the infusion – by God – of new life into a person who was previously lifeless.  And for those of us who are Christians – like Paul's readers – that means that such new life has been infused into us.  

Before we move on, I want us to truly understand the glory of this reality by truly understanding the kind of “life” that has been given to us.  This is not merely life as we know it (the beating of a heart, the flowing of blood, the ability to move around and do things) but something far deeper and far better.  You see, the type of life that Jesus gained through His death and resurrection was not merely physical life but an eternal life that left no room for fear or possibility of death.  As Paul told the Romans, “We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.”  This is not mere earthly life but deep, true, lasting life.  And because we have been made alive with Him, it is this kind of life that is given to us.  As the Apostle John says, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life...” (John 3:36a).  And as Jesus told the woman at the well, “Jesus said to her, 'Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever.  The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:13-14).  And as Jesus told the Jews in Capernaum, “As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me.  This is the bread that came down from heaven, not as the fathers ate and died.  Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever” (John 6:57-58).  And as Peter told his readers, “...you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God” (1 Pet. 1:23).  This is a glorious reality.  We are no longer dead in our trespasses and sins, and – even more – we do not ever have to fear such a death.  In Christ, we possess true, abiding, eternal life, and death no longer has dominion over us.

God raised us up with Christ.  

The second action Paul highlights is that God “raised us up with him [Christ]” (2:6).  Rightly understood, this means that God has addressed the fact that we were “following the course of this world” (2:2).  At first glance, this phrase almost seems to be a rhetorical flourish with no real depth, but if we look through the Scriptures, we will see that there is a real point being made here.  For just as Jesus was not merely given life but actually rose from the dead and lived again, Paul is saying that we have not merely been made alive (as incredible as that is) but that now we have actually been raised to live with Christ.  Though the distinction is fine, it is clear that we do not just have life but that we actually live.  And, moreover, our living is categorically different than it was before because we have a new master and a new goal and a new purpose in living because we have been raised with Christ.  The point in this statement is that, having been made alive, we live differently because we have been raised with Christ. 

This becomes more clear if we see the way that “being raised” is connected with living a new and different life in this world.  Rom. 6:4 says, “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”  Notice the connection between Christ being raised and we too walking in newness of life as if they are synonymous realities.  Likewise Rom. 6:10-13 says, “For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.  So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions.  Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness.”  Again, there is connection between the life that Christ now lives – having been raised from the dead – and the way that we should live – as those who have also been raised and consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God.  Col. 3:1-2 makes the same point as Paul writes, “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.”  Notice again, that the fact that we have been “raised with Christ” means we should live a particular way – seeking the things that are above.  

For Paul, being “raised up” with Christ means more than just possessing life but actually living in light of that life.  It means having a new master and no longer being enslaved to sin.  It means living in a new realm and no longer according to the “course of this world.”  

God seated us with Christ in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

The final action Paul highlights is that God “seated us with him [Christ] in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (2:6).  This is an incredibly amazing point that actually addresses two of the problems mentioned by Paul in 2:1-3.  First of all, the fact that God has seated us in the heavenlies with Jesus means that we are no longer “following the prince of the power of the air” (2:2).  If you remember from Eph. 1:20-23, the fact that Jesus is seated at the right hand of God is important because it means that He is in the position of ultimate authority.  He has been put in a position “far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come” (1:21).  Understanding this, when Paul says that we have been seated with Christ, he is making a point about dominion and authority.  In essence, by seating us with Christ, God is demonstrating that we are no longer under the authority of Satan but of Christ.  

Understanding the details of this will help us understand this point better.  This is only possible because Jesus overcame the power of Satan and sin and death.  As Jesus himself said to the disciples, “...how can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man?  Then indeed he may plunder his house.  Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters” (Matt. 12:29-30).  Jesus was implying that he had come to bind the strong man.  And Paul later told the Colossians, “He [God] disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him” (Col. 2:15).  One of the central parts of Jesus' life and ministry was overcoming Satan and bringing in the Kingdom of God as King.  And by highlighting that we are seated with Christ in the heavenly places, Paul is highlighting that God has overcome the power of Satan and sin and death in us as well.  This is highlighted throughout the New Testament.  Paul told the Romans, “For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace” (Rom. 6:14).  Under the dominion of Christ, sin has no power over us.  He also writes, “'O death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?'  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:55-57).  Because of Jesus' work on our behalf, death no longer has power over us.  James also told his readers, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7b).  In light of Paul's description in Eph. 2:2, such a statement would be ludicrous unless we had been set free from Satan's power.  John makes this point very explicitly as well when he writes, “For everyone who has been born of god overcomes the world.  And this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.  Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God” (1 John 5:4-5).  

But the reality that we have been seated with Jesus in the heavenly realms also addresses the fact that we were “by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind” (2:3).  The fact that we have been seated with Christ means that we have gained access into God's presence without fear of punishment or destruction.  One of the most glorious parts of salvation is that, by faith in Christ, we no longer fear God's wrath because we will never see it.  As Paul said to the Romans, “Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.  For if while were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life” (Rom. 5:9-10).  We have been saved by Christ from the wrath of God.  And as Paul reminded the Thessalonians, “...you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come” (1 Thess. 1:9b-10).  Incredibly, as a result of Jesus' work, we can come into God's very presence boldly.  As the author if Hebrews writes, “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with out hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water” (Heb. 10:19-22).  The fact that we are seated with Christ means we are accepted by God and we can confidently come into His presence.  Just as He accepts Christ, He accepts us.  

So as we consider the things that God has done for us in Christ, we see that every problem has been addressed and every issue has been handled.  God has gloriously moved us from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of His beloved Son.  He has made us alive with Christ, and raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places.  The question, then, is “Why would God do this?  What moved Him to do it?” 

II. The source of this action was God’s mercy and love.

As we consider what would motivate God to do this, we see from Paul's own words that all initiative in this reality was found in God and in His character.  God did this because of who He is and what He is like.  Paul uses a series of phrases to highlight this reality.

First, Paul says God did all of this for us “being rich in mercy” (2:4).  First and foremost, Paul wants his readers to understand that God acted on their behalf because He is merciful.  Most simply, mercy is not giving someone what they deserve – assuming that what they deserve is punishment.  Instead, mercy is withholding that punishment and granting something else – in God's case, the things that we have already seen in the text.  By its very nature, this means that the things God has done have been given to us freely, as gifts, and we have in no way earned them.  They flowed from God's mercy.  Scripture is abundantly clear, throughout, that such mercy is an integral part of God's character.  In Exodus 34:6, we read, “The Lord passed before him [Moses] and proclaimed, 'The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.”  And Psalm 103:8 says, “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.”  And Scripture is also abundantly clear that our salvation in particular is founded on God's mercy.  Paul told Titus, “...he [God] saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Tit. 3:5).  And Peter writes, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Pet. 1:3).  Ultimately, God did these things for us because He chose to bestow mercy – withholding the punishment we deserved and granting us salvation.  

Secondly, Paul says that God did this “because of the great love with which he loved us” (2:4).  According to the Apostle, God was motivated not only by mercy but by actual love for us.  Once again, Scripture is abundantly clear on this point.  Rom. 5:8 says, “...but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  And John told his readers, “In this the love of god was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:9-10).  Amazingly, God loved us before we ever loved Him.  In fact, the only reason we even love Him is because He first loved us (1 John 4:19).  There was nothing in us worthy of attracting God's affection.  Rather, he set His affection on us and made us into new creatures who honored and glorified Him.

Finally, Paul says that God did this “even when we were dead in our trespasses” (2:5).  Just like with the previous two phrases, this is intended to highlight the utterly amazing nature of what God has done on our behalf.  Paul makes clear that God acted on us even when we were dead in our sins.  God saved us before we ever took a step toward Him or showed any interest in Him.  Our faith is a response to what God has done in us and not the reason God has done this in us.  Paul repeatedly makes this point in Romans 5 as he writes, “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly....while we were still sinners, Christ died for us....while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son...” (Rom. 5:6,8b,10a).  It is clear from texts like this as well as Ephesians 2 that we, in no way, earned or merited God's favor.  It was freely bestowed upon us.

As we sit and consider these brief statements by Paul, it should only increase our affection for God as we realize that He, because of His own mercy and love and while we were enemies, chose to redeem us.  We did not deserve such grace, and we had not earned such incredible blessing, but God bestowed it upon us.  That reality should only cause us to praise God more which, as we are about to see, is the whole point. 

III. The purpose of this action was to display the riches of His grace.

In the final part of our text, Paul lays out the reason God did these things in us and to us.  He says that God did this “so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (2:7).  According to Paul, the central reason that we have been made alive together with Christ and raised up with Him and seated with Him in the heavenly places is so that the immeasurable riches of God's grace in kindness toward us could be proclaimed.  This means that foundationally, salvation was not for us – though it certainly involves us.  Foundationally, it is for the magnification and glorification of God.  God redeemed dead sinners so that His name would be praised and extolled.  In a very real sense, we are monuments that are meant to point all attention and praise and glory and awe to the One who made us.  Paul makes this same point in Eph. 3:9b-10 as he says, “[God] created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God, might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.”  The Church exists, in large part, to serve as the clearest and most glorious demonstration of God's abundant mercy and unfathomable love and immeasurable power.  

Since this is the case, we ought to magnify and glorify the One who has done all of this to us and for us and in us.  This is the very reason these things have been done to us, and we ought to get busy carrying out this task.  As Peter told His audience, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9).  God did all of this to us so that we would proclaim His excellencies.  So we should praise, and speak of, the immeasurable  riches of His grace.  We should praise, and speak of, His kindness to us.  This is the reason God saved us, so we should get busy.  We should encourage and exhort each other by reminding each other of God's grace and mercy and love.  We should engage a lost and dead world by telling them of the grace and mercy and love of God that is able to redeem them.  

Conclusion

As we meditate on these realities, we should be moved to incredible love and gratitude toward God for His incredible work in us and on our behalf.  As we come to the table, let us remember once again that God has done all of this through Christ.  He has made us alive together with Him.  We live because He lives.  And God raised us up with Him.  Like Christ, we should consider ourselves alive to God in Christ Jesus.  And God seated us with Him in the heavenly places.  Because Christ overpowered them, we are free from the dominion of Satan, sin and death, and we are accepted by God because Christ has made peace.  Let us rejoice in this reality and glorify our Father and exalt His Son by the Spirit within us.  Amen. 
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