Today we reach the midpoint of Ephesians – the close of Paul's prayer that we began looking at last week in 3:14-19.  In these final two verses of Paul's prayer (3:20-21), he closes with a simple and yet profound doxology.  These verses actually serve as a hinge for the book as a whole.  In light of everything that Paul has been  describing for his readers, he cannot help but explode into praise to the One who has made all of this possible.  And even as he praises God, he also paves the way for the ethical exhortations that will occupy the last half of this letter.  By praising God, he encourages his readers to do the same, and then he spends the rest of the book telling them how to do that.  So, seeing how this text fits, let us look at the doxology itself. 

I. God’s power far exceeds our understanding (3:20a).

As Paul begins this closing doxology, he begins by saying, “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think...” (3:20a).  Interestingly, just as with our text last week, Paul is fueled in what he is doing by his knowledge of God.  Just as his knowledge of God drove his prayer in 3:14-19, so his knowledge of God drives his praise in 3:20-21.  You see, Paul's ultimate purpose in this text is to praise and glorify God, and the thing that moves Paul to the praise he utters in verse 21 is the glorious reality of God's power mentioned in v. 20.  

And when we see the reality about God that Paul highlights, we can see why it would drive him to praise.  He says God “is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think.”  In essence, God's power far exceeds our understanding and comprehension.  Just like with his description of Christ's love in 3:18-19, it seems as if Paul is trying to heap up phrases to explain something that just transcends explanation.  Not only is God able to do more than we think, but He is able to do abundantly more than we think.  And not only is God able to do abundantly more than we think, but He is able to do far more abundantly than we think.  Paul wants them to understand that God's power far exceeds even their imagination.  

The thing that makes this so amazing is that God has revealed an amazing amount of His power to us already.  It is not as though Paul is writing this to people who know nothing of God's power.  Even for Paul's Gentile readers, who would not have been as familiar with the Old Testament, Paul has spent much of this letter describing the power of God.  It is the power of God that has blessed them with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.  It is the power of God that has made believers alive together with Christ, raised them up with Christ and seated them with Christ in heaven.  It is the power of God that has taken those who were far off and brought them near so that Jews and Gentiles can both have access to God by the Spirit.  These readers have seen and experienced God's power, but Paul's still says that power is greater than they can ask or think.  

Moreover, this is even more amazing because Paul includes himself in this!  He says that God is able to do far more than we can ask or think.  Imagine what Paul knew of God's power!  As a Pharisee, he knew the Old Testament.  He knew that the power of God created everything.  He knew that God was able to bring rain to flood the earth and then make that rain stop.  He knew God was able to rain down fire and sulfur on wicked cities until they were destroyed and send plagues until His people were delivered from Egypt.  He knew God was able to part the waters for His people to pass and then use those waters to destroy His enemies.  He knew God was able to give His people miraculous victories in battle so that His promises might be kept to them.  He knew that God was able to cause foreign armies to attack His people because they refused to obey Him.  And not only did he know the Old Testament, but he knew the power of God in Christ as well.  He knew that God could heal the sick, raise the dead, control nature and exercise authority over demons.  And he knew, because he was writing this letter, that God's power was mighty to save.  Paul knew  the incredible power of God, and yet he declares that God's power far exceeds even what he can ask or think.  Clearly, Paul wants his readers (and us) to understand this reality about God – just as he understood it.  God's power far exceeds our comprehension and even our imagination.  

In essence, this means that God is never limited by lack of power.  He truly is omnipotent – meaning that He possesses “all power.”  There are things God cannot, and will not do, because they are wrong.  There are things God will not do because they are not best and because they are not in line with His purposes.  But there is nothing God will refuse to do because lacks the power.  Such a thought is foreign to Paul – as is made clear by this text – and foreign to the Bible as a whole.  Likewise, it should be foreign to us.  When we say that God cannot do something, we should examine the statement more closely to see why this is so.  The answer will never be because He lacks the power.  God is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think.  

II. This immeasurable power is at work in us (3:20b).

But it is not merely God's power – considered in an objective sense – that moves Paul to praise in these verses.  He goes on to say that God is able to do far more than we ask or think “according to the power at work within us” (3:20b).  Essentially, this is the subjective application of the objective reality that Paul just declared.  This power, which far exceeds anything we can ask or think, is even now at work in the lives of those who follow Christ.  Remember, Paul has just uttered a prayer in which he asked for some amazing things.  He prayed that they would be strengthened with power through the Spirit so that Christ would dwell in their hearts, and they would know His love and be filled with all the fulness of God.  Those are serious prayer requests and Paul is driven to praise by the thought that his God is so great that he can do even those seemingly astounding and unfathomable things in his own life and in the lives of his readers.  God is able to do far more than we can ask or think, and He is able to do far more than we can ask or think in us.  

Paul is applying the objective reality in the beginning of verse 20 to his readers.  This means God is able to do something, and is doing something, far beyond our comprehension through us and in us.  The same power that shook mountains and parted seas and killed enemies and made the sun stand still and brought the dead to life and cast out demons and raised Jesus from the dead is being exercised in us.  The One whose power far surpasses the capabilities of our finite minds is exerting that power in us.    

Before moving on, we must understand the implications of this.  The Bible is clear that God's will for His people (as we saw last week) is that they be perfectly holy and conformed to the image of Christ.  But though we know this reality, too often we are much more aware of sin than of God's power and the work He is doing.  We fight and quarrel and despair because of our sin and the sins of others.  We grow frustrated and angry because of our failures and the failures of others.  We rage and grow depressed because of evil, sinful circumstances that are outside our control and come upon us, seemingly, for no reason.  This reality that God's immeasurable, unfathomable power is at work in us encourages us in the midst of those struggles.  It encourages us by reminding us that God is able to make us into what we should be.  God is able to give us victory over the many sins that beset us.  God is able to equip us for the tasks he has given us: motherhood, marriage, employment, schoolwork.  He is able to equip us to do those things well in a way that honors and glorifies Him.  Moreover, God is able to make others into what they should be.  God is able to transform the life of any individual – the friend or family member who is lost, the spouse who is not acting as they should, the child who continues to disobey in the same way again and again, the brother or sister who is not yet perfect and is not as mature as you would like them to be.  God has the power to transform other people just as much as he has the power to transform you.  And God is able to use bad and evil circumstances to accomplish His purposes.  God is able to use the struggles and sinful actions and circumstances around us for our good and for His glory.  The fact that God is able to do far more than we can ask or think is not just a piece of fun trivia about God – it is a fact that carries immeasurable importance for our very lives.  

If this reality is true – and since Paul wrote it under the inspiration of the Spirit, we can assume it is – then it should produce certain things in us.  First of all, it should strengthen our faith in God.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones, meditating on God's power, wrote, “If we but knew that power we would never stagger in unbelief under any circumstances whatsoever.”
  Rather than growing angry and frustrated over our continued sinfulness, we should trust that God's power is at work in us to conform us to the image of Christ.  No doubt, we should repent of sin and fight to put it to death, but we should always do this with the hope and faith that God is working in us to do these things.  Also, rather than growing angry and frustrated with others because of their failures and sins, we should trust that God is able to change them.  We should not lose hope because God is powerful enough to change the heart of any person – your spouse, your child, your friend, your coworker, your teacher, anyone.  And rather than grumbling and complaining and arguing when difficult circumstances come upon us, we should cast our cares upon the all-powerful One who is always in control.  We must trust that He is able to use those circumstances for our good.  In light of God's incredible power, we must believe.  

Further, God's incredible power should drive us to pray.  If God is really able to do far more than we ask or think, should we not bring our requests to Him?  Lloyd-Jones, quoting a John Newton hymn, declares, “'Thou art coming to a King, Large petitions with thee bring; For His grace and power are such, None can ever ask too much.'  Bring your most daring petitions, bring your most impossible requests, add others to them; let the whole Church join together in their wildest desires and demands!  There is no danger of exceeding the limit – 'For his grace and power are such, None can ever ask too much'.  His power is beyond all that we can ever ask.”
  If God is this powerful, should we not pray?  If we desire to overcome sin and God has the power to bring that about, should we not pray?  If we desire others to change and God has the power to bring that about, should we not pray?  If we desire something good to come out of the horrible suffering and struggle that sometimes overwhelms us and God has the power to bring that about, should we not pray?  Lloyd-Jones, once more, expresses this well as he declares, 

“For instance, we may say of a certain man that he is so steeped in sin that nothing can save him.  You may be concerned about some dear one who is antagonistic to Christ and blaspheming His name, and have prayed for his or her conversion for years; and you begin to say that there is no point in continuing to do so, and that the psychologists are right after all in speaking about a religious temperament.  You feel that it is impossible.  The answer still is, 'With God nothing shall be impossible'.  He is 'able to do exceeding abundantly above and beyond all that we ask or think'.  God' s word to us today, as of old, is 'Open they mouth wide and I will fill it'.  Let us remember that, when we are praying to God, the omnipotent, the everlasting and the eternal.”

God is able to do far more than we can ask or think.  His power far exceeds our understanding.  And this power is at work in us.  We should be overwhelmed with unshakeable faith in this almighty Father, and we should bow our knees before Him often because we know He is able.  

III. And we should glorify this mighty God.  

But there is one more, obvious thing that God's awesome, immeasurable power ought to do – it ought to cause us to praise and glorify Him, both in word and deed.  As we mentioned earlier, praise is actually Paul's entire purpose in writing this.  The reason that he mentions God's incredible power and the fact that this power is at work in us is because he is praising this incredible God.  He closes our text this morning by saying, “...to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.  Amen” (3:21).  Paul's point in even mentioning this incredible power of God is to pave the way for the doxology in verse 21.  Throughout Scripture, it is clear that God's ultimate goal – the reason He does everything – is so that His name might be praised and glorified.  Every single action He takes is for this purpose – to demonstrate how great He is.  Recognizing this, Paul praises this great and mighty God.  He ascribes to God the praise that is rightfully due to Him.  

And, we should note, Paul ascribes this praise to God “in the Church and in Christ Jesus.”  Why does he do that?  Paul does it because he understands that the primary way in which God has ordained to be praised and glorified is through the exaltation of His Son, Jesus Christ.  And the way that Christ is exalted is through the establishing of the Church.  God is most glorified when Jesus Christ is exalted as King.  And God sent Jesus to die on the cross and be raised from the dead so that He could redeem a people for Himself – the Church – who would exalt and follow Jesus Christ as King.  Paul has already made these points in the book of Ephesians.  In 1:10, he told his readers that God's plan was “to unite all things in him [Christ], things in heaven and things on earth.”  And, as we saw two weeks ago in 3:10, God's purpose in initiating His great plan of redemption was “that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.”  God intends to show everyone how great He is by causing everyone to see and worship Jesus.  And the Church is those people who have been called out to do just that right now.  

Realizing this point is crucial for understanding these final two verses of chapter 3 as well as the last three chapters of the letter.  No doubt, through his own example of praise, Paul is encouraging and motivating his readers to do the same.  God's goal is that His name is exalted and glorified.  More specifically, His goal is that He be exalted and glorified by Jesus Christ being exalted.  And more specifically, His goal is that He be exalted  and glorified by Jesus Christ being exalted as Jesus redeems, sanctifies and glorifies the Church.  This reality has radical implications for us as the Church.  It means that we should be driven, like Paul, to praise and glorify God.  All the realities that we have examined in the first three chapters of this letter should not only fill our minds but move our hearts to genuine worship.  And this worship should not be merely be limited to our songs or our prayers but should echo from every corner of our lives.  God wants to be glorified in the church and in Christ Jesus.  As the Church, this means we should live lives that glorify Him.  And the next three chapters describe such a life for us.  

So, as we look at this text and see the Apostle Paul explode into praise, we are seeing the heart of an individual who truly and genuinely understands the character of the One who He is praising.  And we are seeing the heart of an individual who understands the grand purposes of God.  And we are seeing the heart of an individual who longs for his readers to have the same knowledge and passion.  The God who is able to do more than we can ask or imagine and is exerting that power in us deserves to be glorified, and we should glorify Him in all that we do.  Understanding what that looks like will consume the rest of this letter.  

Conclusion

As we come to the end of this text, then, it is appropriate that we come to the table and remember what Christ has done.  Jesus Christ is the clearest and greatest manifestation of God's power that has ever been.  Particularly in the death and resurrection that we remember through communion, the power of God is put on clear display.  It is displayed by the fact that through this sacrifice “God made [us] alive together with [Christ], having forgiven us all our  trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands.  This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him” (Col. 2:14-15).  Behold the power of God that is at work in you who are believers!  Amen. 
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