Today, we come to the final section of this letter.  Specifically, we will be looking at Ephesians 6:18b-24.  In this final section, Paul does a number of different things.  He closes out the section on spiritual warfare by elaborating on his call to pray “at all times in the Spirit.”  Then, in the closing of the letter, he shows his care for them by telling them he is sending Tychicus to encourage them.  Finally, in his final words, Paul ends by returning to the same themes with which he began in his initial greeting.  In short, Paul ends this letter by highlighting our need to pray, demonstrating an incredible level of encouragement and reminding us of some of the central tenants of the faith.  Even more succinctly, the final section of this letter teaches us we need to pray for each other, we should encourage each other, and we should never forget the central points of Christianity.  So let us look at each one in turn.  

I. We are to keep alert and be praying for the saints.

Our text this week begins with Paul elaborating on the final exhortation we looked at last week.  As we saw, Paul finishes his discussion of the armor of God by telling his readers to be “praying at all times in the Spirit with all prayer and supplication” (6:18a).  Then, to begin our text this week, he continues by saying, “To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak”” (6:18b-20).  Last week, we just briefly touched on Paul's exhortation to pray, but here he elaborates on it more.  

First, he says, “To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication....”  In essence, Paul makes clear that if they are going to pray, they must stay alert.  This image of being “alert” (or “awake”) is very common in the New Testament.  In light of Jesus' imminent return, he tells his disciples to “stay awake” (Mark 13:32-37; Luke 21:34-36; 1 Thess. 5:1-6).  And in Mark 14:38 (when Jesus is praying in the Garden of Gethsemane) we see the concepts of “staying awake (and alert)” and “praying” linked together – just like in Ephesians 6 – as Jesus says, “Watch and pray that you may not enter in temptation.”  In line with the warfare emphasis of this entire final section, this makes sense - Paul sees an intimate connection between his readers staying alert and praying as they should.  If they are going to listen to Paul and be “praying at all times in the Spirit”, they must be alert.  Just as a soldier must stay awake and alert for the battle, so must we.    Specifically, we must stay alert by praying constantly and diligently.  

But Paul does not merely urge them to pray; he urges them to pray for certain things.  First, he urges them to be “making supplication for all the saints.”  This statement is very broad – Paul wants them to be praying for their brothers and sisters in the faith.  We have already seen that Paul views every Christian as a “saint” (Eph. 1:1), so this is an exhortation to pray for other Christians.  Throughout the New Testament, we are given a number of priorities to keep in mind as we pray – we are specifically told to pray for those who abuse us (Luke 6:28) and we are told to pray for all people – including those who are in authority (1 Tim. 2:1).  But in our text today, Paul is urging specific prayer for “saints.”  Specifically within the context of Ephesians 6, the need for such prayer is clear.  We are in a raging battle against Satan and evil forces, and – as we have seen the last two weeks – we need God because we cannot win the battle on our own.  If that is true, then it also means that your brothers and sisters need God because they cannot win on their own either.  Therefore, you should be praying for them.  Lift them up before the Lord, and pray for them faithfully.  As you pray, make sure that your prayers are not just for yourself but for your brothers and sisters.  This is what Paul urges in our text.  

Second, Paul urges them to pray for him.  He asks them to be praying “also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak” (6:19-20).  So Paul does not just request prayer in a general sense but prayer for his boldness in speaking the gospel – even as he is imprisoned.  Interestingly, even the Apostle needed prayer and requested it from people regularly (Col. 4:3; 1 Thess. 5:25; 2 Thess. 3:1).  Now, as we think of applying this to ourselves, does this mean we should pray for Paul?  Obviously, the answer is no because Paul has long since gone to be with the Lord.  In applying this, we must recognize that though Paul is not alive, others are alive who do share circumstances in this text, and we can pray diligently for them.  First of all, Paul requested prayer that he would speak the gospel clearly and boldly.  He made clear that as an “ambassador”, that was how he “ought to speak.”  We must keep in mind that, according to Paul himself in 2 Cor. 5:20, we are all ambassadors for Christ.  Every Christian has been entrusted with the task of speaking the gospel, so pray for your brothers and sisters that they would speak it clearly and boldly (Col. 4:3; 2 Thess. 3:1-2a; Acts 4:29,31).  Pray that they would be faithful with the treasure that has been entrusted to them.  Secondly, Paul highlighted for his readers that he was an “ambassador in chains.”  Particularly because he was in prison, Paul was requesting prayer from his readers.  Now, even though Paul is obviously no longer in prison, many of our brothers and sisters are in such a position.  Even as we pray for all the saints to be empowered to speak the gospel clearly and boldly, we should be praying particularly for those who are suffering for doing so.  We should pray that God would strengthen them to obey Him rather than men.  We should pray that God would help them carry out their mission even in the midst of horrible circumstances.  We should pray that they would be bold and faithful so as to honor God and advance His kingdom. 

And as we consider the need to do this, let me say that, practically, you will – or at least I do - need to set aside time to do this.  It is my belief from experience and observation that Christians do not “fall” into praying as we should.  This is a discipline that we must cultivate very proactively.  Set aside a time to pray, and make a schedule from which you pray.  Be proactive in this reality.  You need to pray – make time to pray.  

So, as we look at the close of this letter, the first thing we can see very clearly is that as we engage this spiritual battle – as those who have been redeemed by Christ – we must stay alert and pray diligently for each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.  

II. We ought to seek out ways to encourage the saints.

After urging his readers to pray, Paul begins the official closing of his letter by saying, “So that you also may know how I am and what I doing, Tychicus the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord will tell you everything.  I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage your hearts” (6:21-22).  So, in typical letter fashion, Paul closes with some more specific, relational realities. 

At first glance, this seems to be a very context-specific event that has nothing to do with us.  And, in the content of what it describes, that is true.  Paul is simply informing his readers that he is sending Tychicus to inform them about his situation.  But, the importance of what Paul does in these verses is found in the closing clause – he is sending Tychicus so “that he may encourage your hearts.”  Though Paul is sending Tychicus so that the readers might know how he is and what he is doing, his foundational reason is so that their hearts might be encouraged by the news Tychicus brings.  

Remember, Paul is imprisoned.  And many of the churches he planted and visited on his numerous missionary journeys were concerned about his welfare (we see this same concern from Paul in Colossians 4:7-9).  And, even though he was in prison, suffering for his own faith – it concerned him that these fellow believers were worried about him.  And, even though he was in prison, suffering for his own faith – he did what he could to encourage and comfort these readers.  Though he had plenty of issues weighing on him and concerning him and plenty of concerns of his own, Paul was caring for other believers.  In the midst of his difficulty and in the midst of his suffering, he cared for other people.  We see this at other points in his letters as well (Rom. 1:12; Col. 2:2) – Paul made it a priority to encourage the saints.  And he even praised others who made it a priority to encourage the saints (Phil. 7).  

Understanding this reality makes this seemingly non-applicable part of Ephesians a section that can radically affect our lives.  Even though the specific circumstances and people are not applicable to us, Paul's heart and attitude are certainly applicable to us.  Just like Paul, we should keep in the forefront of our minds the needs and struggles and concerns of others – even in the midst of our own needs and struggles and concerns.  We should do this because, as Paul has made clear throughout Ephesians – and in many other places, we have been joined together in Christ and we are one body (Eph. 2:11-3:6; 4:1-16; see also Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12:12-31).  Knowing this reality, we must recognize the repeated demand of Scripture that we encourage each other (1 Thess. 5:9-11; Heb. 3:12-13; 10:24-25).  In light of these Scriptural declarations – encourage your brothers and sisters.  Just like Paul, turn your thoughts away from yourself and to the concerns of others.  Recognize that other people are struggling just like you, recognize that other people are fighting just like you, and recognize that other people need comfort and encouragement just like you.  And instead of assuming someone else is doing that, do it yourself.  Imitate the heart and concern of Paul by caring for and encouraging your brothers and sisters. 

And, just like with the discipline of prayer that we looked at moments ago, I would urge you to give time and thought to how you can encourage people.  Personally, I set aside specific times each week to write notes, send emails, make calls or just sit and think specifically about how a brother or sister might be best encouraged.  I do this because I have realized that my own heart is selfish enough to think about only myself if left to itself.  Be proactive and make yourself think about other people.  

So, just like we should be praying for our brothers and sisters, we should be looking to encourage our brothers and sisters.  

III. At the end of the day, we must always remember – and remind each other – of the central tenants of the faith.

As he closes the letter, Paul returns to the same realities with which he began the letter (Eph. 1:2) – the major realities of the faith.  He writes, “Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible” (6:23-24).  This is basically a combination of a prayer and a benediction – Paul is both blessing his readers and asking God to grant them certain things.  

First, Paul writes, “Peace be to the brothers...from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  So his first prayer/blessing is that God would grant peace to his readers.  Paul has talked about this concept before in the letter as he spoke about Jesus Christ bringing peace with both God and other people (Eph. 2:14-18).  And because God has given them peace, Paul urges them to live at peace with each other (Eph. 4:3).  This is a  common theme in both Paul and the Bible in general.  Because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we have peace with God (Rom. 5:1; Col. 1:20).  And because we have been given peace with God, we should live in peace with those around us (1 Cor. 7:15; Col. 3:15; Heb. 12:14).  So, brothers and sisters, rejoice in the fact that because you have trusted in Christ, you have peace with God.  He is your father and you have been adopted into his family – you are part of the household of God.  Your greatest problem has been taken away, and if God is for you,  who can be against you?  And because you know this peace, live at peace with others.  Show peace because you have been shown peace.  And, like Paul, pray that God would grant you, and others, such peace, because you cannot muster it up yourself.   

Second, Paul sends them “love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Paul not only wants them to receive peace but love with faith.  Once again, these are things that Paul has brought up in the letter before.  He said that it was out of love that God predestined us for adoption (Eph. 1:4).  He prayed that his readers would know the love of Christ (Eph.  3:17-19) and then – just like with the idea of peace – show that same love to one another (Eph. 4:2).  And he made clear that they had been saved by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8).  Moreover, he rejoiced at hearing of their faith and love (Eph. 1:15).  Here, Paul is praying that this same love and faith would continue in their lives.  Once again, these are common themes in both Paul's writings and the Scriptures as a whole.  God has shown his love for us by sending His Son to die on the cross for our sins (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 2 Thess. 2:16; 1 John 4:9-10).  And this was not a one-time demonstration of love; rather, God continues to show us love and nothing can separate us from it (Rom. 8:35-39).  And because we have been shown (and are being shown) love, we ought to show love to others (Luke 6:35; John 13:34; 1 John 4:11).  Moreover, Paul makes clear that true faith will demonstrate itself in love (Gal. 5:6).  And he also links them in 1 Thess. 5:8.  For Paul, true faith produced love – both to God and to others.  So, brothers and sisters, rejoice in the incredible love of God that has been bestowed on you.  Rejoice in the fact that it is free and unmerited and that nothing can separate you from it.  Delight in the perfect love of your Father.  And then, by faith in the Lord and in His resurrected Son, go out into the world and show that love to others.  Demonstrate your faith through love – which is the fruit of true faith (James 2:14-26).  Love because you have been loved.  And, like Paul, pray that God would grant you, and others, such love, because you cannot muster it up yourself. 

And finally, Paul writes, “Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.”  Paul desires that they receive even more grace.  Once again, this is a concept we have seen before in this letter.  Paul told them it was by grace they had been saved (Eph. 2:5,8) and that grace had been given to them as gifts (Eph. 4:7).  And because they had received grace, Paul urged them to show grace to each other (Eph. 4:1-3, 31-32).  Again, these themes are echoed elsewhere.  In saving us, God has shown us incredible, immeasurable grace (Rom. 3:24; 2 Cor. 8:9; Tit. 2:11).  Moreover, like the love of God, this grace is not just a one-time installment, but something that God continues to pour out on us (Rom. 5:2; Heb. 13:9; James 4:6).  And, just like with the other realities, we should show grace because we have received grace (Col. 3:12-13; 4:6).  So, brothers and sisters, bask in the incredible grace of our Lord.  Rejoice in it and delight in it.  Meditate on it often so that you are moved to worship and love our glorious God.  And, as you meditate on the grace of God that has been shown to you, show that same grace to others.  Be tenderhearted and forgiving because that is how God has treated you.  Recognize that you need this grace desperately everyday.  As the great hymn “Amazing Grace” says, “'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.”  God has shown you grace;  pray for continued grace to walk as you should.  

Conclusion

As we close this service and our series through Ephesians, it is extremely fitting – in light of the way Paul closed this letter – that we come to the table.  As we come, we are remembering the source of all peace and love and faith and grace.  If it were not for Jesus Christ, we would have no hope, and we would be lost.  Let us exalt Him today as we remember his death and resurrection.  

And if you are here and you are not a believer, take careful note of these final verses of the letter.  Paul is clear that peace is for “the brothers.”  Love is for those “with faith.”  And grace comes to “all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.”  If you have not trusted Christ, you do not have God's favor.  You have no right to it, and you have not earned it.  Instead, the wrath of God is on you.  And if you die without repenting of your sins and trusting in Jesus Christ to save you, you will spend eternity in hell – a place of horrific, never-ending suffering, apart from God and all of his peace and love and grace.  That is the bad news.  But the good news is that if you will but repent and trust in Jesus Christ, you will be saved.  You will be transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light and you will have eternal life.  Submit to Jesus Christ as Lord and King, and it will be the most wonderful decision you will ever make.  It may bring suffering and loss – but in the end, it will bring glory that makes such suffering and loss look like nothing in comparison.  Repent and believe today.  

