Today we will continue to look at the book of Exodus by looking at Exodus 15:22-18:27.  As we saw last week, these post-Exodus chapters of the book of Exodus really all serve to advance the same purpose: to show us what it means and involves to live as God's people.  Last week, we saw that living as God's people involves remembering what He has done, being faithfully led by Him, watching Him deliver us and crush His enemies and praising Him for all of that with fear and faith and praise.  This week, we see once again what it means to live as God's people.  In particular, our text this week shows us this one simple reality: God faithfully meets all the needs of His people.  Through a series of events and circumstances, God made this clear to the people of Israel.  And through His written word, He will make it clear to us today.  So, let us look at these chapters together.  

I. God met their need for provision (15:22-17:7).  

The first way in which we see God providing for His people in this section of Exodus is by miraculously providing them with food and water as they journey through the wilderness.  In three separate episodes, we see God meet the physical needs of His people.  And in all three of the episodes, we see God addressing a much deeper and fundamental need as well.  

Though there are three separate episodes, they share much in common and really should be read together.  First of all, we should note that God led His people into these situations – stranded in the middle of the desert with no provision.  We have already seen that He was leading them in the wilderness with the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire (13:20-22).  Presumably, that was happening here as well.  Moreover, the text tells us that Moses – who is clearly the leader who represents God to the people - “made Israel set out from the Red Sea, and they went into the wilderness” (15:22).  And even the stories themselves make clear God's role by saying He was “testing” His people (15:25b; 16:4).  Clearly, the people ended up in these situations because God led them there.  And, in all three situations, the people responded with grumbling (15:24; 16:2-3; 17:2-3).  Instead of turning to the Lord, they once again began accusing Moses and longing (or, at least, expressing a longing) to be back in Egypt.  And, in all three situations, God responded to the people's grumbling by miraculously providing for them (15:25; 16:13-18; 17:5-6).  At Marah, He showed Moses a log to throw in the bitter water and make it sweet.  In the wilderness of Sin, He brought quail and caused manna to appear on the ground like dew so the people would have something to eat.  And at Rephidim, He caused water to pour forth from a rock so the people would have something to drink.  In all three situations, God put His people in a place of need, they responded by grumbling, and He provided for them anyway.   

But why did God do this?  Why would He treat His people in such a way?  The answers are found within the text itself.  First of all, the Lord wanted His people to know Him (16:12).  God sent His people quail and manna so that they would know that He could give them food however He pleased and that He would take care of them.  Moreover, the Lord wanted His people to obey Him (15:25-26; 16:4,28-29).  When God turned the bitter water at Marah into sweet water, He explicitly promised the people that He would sustain them and keep them (as their “Healer”) if they would listen to Him and obey His commands.  And when the Lord gave them manna, He gave them instructions regarding how and when to gather it in order to test them.  In both of these instances, the ultimate issue was not the food but the obedience of the people.  Then, the text also makes clear that the Lord did this because He wanted His people to remember what He had done (16:32-34).  Much like with the plagues and the Exodus, God wanted them to remember His provision for them – in this case, by keeping some of the manna for future generations to see.  

In short, it is clear that God led His people into these situations and tested them in this way because there was something far more important at stake than just making sure they had things to eat and drink.  Ultimately, the Lord was addressing a deeper, spiritual issue by addressing an immediate, physical issue.  At the end of the day, it becomes clear that God put His people in these situations so that He could reveal, and address, the issues of their heart.  He wanted them to trust Him.  He wanted them to believe Him.  He wanted them to obey Him.  The ultimate issue was not their stomachs but their hearts.  And God put His people in difficult places, so that He could reveal Himself to them in those difficult places and thus change them into more faithful, obedient, God-honoring people.  Deut. 8:3 confirms this by declaring: “And he [God] humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”  

As we consider this reality for ourselves, we should take note of a few things.  First of all, God is able to meet our physical needs. The One who made undrinkable water drinkable and created bread from nothing and brought water from a rock will make sure that we have everything we need (Ps. 37:25; Matt. 6:25-34).  He can meet any physical need.  Second, God is also able – and is actually more concerned – to meet our deeper spiritual needs.  Just like with Israel, God's greatest desire for us is not that we have food to eat or water to drink but that we trust and obey Him.  At least twice in the New Testament, these episodes are referenced with no mention of trusting God for food.  Once, we are warned not to be desire evil and be idolaters (1 Cor. 10:1-14), and another time, we are warned not to have evil, unbelieving hearts (Heb. 3:7-14).  Like Israel, we need to learn a deep and abiding trust in God and His grace.  Just like with them, our central issue is not our stomachs but our hearts.  Our greatest need is to know and trust and obey God.  Third, God is willing to put us in difficult places where certain things are withheld from us in order to make us know that we need Him first and most.  God was willing to let His people suffer want so that they could become something better, and He is willing to do the same for us.  We must be careful not to desire something so desperately that we fail to see God as our greatest need.  At the end of the day, God will give us what we need, and our responsibility is to trust Him to do so.  Instead of grumbling about what we do not have, we should trust the Lord to give us all good things.  He is faithful, and He will meet every true need.   

II. God met their need for protection (17:8-16).  

The second way we see God provide for His people is by giving them victory over the Amalekites.  The story itself is very simple: Israel is attacked, Moses has Joshua recruit men to fight, and – because they are God's special people – they are victorious over their attackers.  But, in the midst of this simple story, the details of how this victory was achieved make some profound points about both the Lord and His people. 

As we read this story, we see that Moses was active in the midst of this battle: he climbed to the top of a hill with Aaron and Hur – taking the staff of God with him.  On that hill, Moses would raise his hands until he was too tired to raise them.  When his hands were raised, Israel would prevail, but when his hands were not raised, the Amalekites would prevail.  So, eventually, Moses sat on a rock while Aaron and Hur held his hands in the air until Israel was completely victorious.  

Why did it happen this way?  Was this some sort of strange magic trick?  Clearly, the answer is “no”.  This was not a magic trick but a clear demonstration of the fact that God was fighting for Israel – and that they needed Him to fight for them.  As Moses held up his hands, He was holding up the staff of the Lord, and this act symbolized Israel's trust in, and dependence on, God.  Obviously, God was not dependent on the actions of Moses, but God was taking this opportunity to make a point to His people.  The reason Israel started losing when Moses lowered His hands was because that symbolized their failure to trust the Lord for the victory.  Conversely, the reason they started winning when Moses raised His hands is because that action symbolized their conscious dependence on God for the victory.  In truth, God was fighting against the Amalekites – not merely His people.  And the final part of this section makes this clear (17:14-16) as Moses praises God for the victory, and God promises to continue to fight against Amalek – implying that He was fighting in the first place  

Ultimately, just like with the provision of food and water in the previous section, God was forcing His people to see their total and absolute need for Him.  He wanted them to trust Him rather than themselves.  

Once again, as we consider this for ourselves, we should recognize that the God who so clearly protected His people in Exodus still does the same today.  Just like He did for Israel, the Lord will not let us be defeated or overwhelmed by anyone.  He fights for us.  Like Joshua, Moses and the people, we have a part to play and clear responsibilities that God has given us, but God ultimately will win the battle.  Even if it costs us our life, we are safe in His hands, and nothing can snatch us away (John 10:28; Rom. 8:31-39).  We will be victorious – just like the people of Israel because God is on our side.  Our responsibility is to trust Him and do what He has told us to do.  

III. God met their need for guidance and wisdom (18:1-27).

The third way we see God provide for His people is by sending Moses's father-in-law, Jethro, to provide some wisdom regarding helping the people know the will of God.  In this way, just as God met their need for provision and their need for protection, He also met their need for guidance and wisdom.  

This last section of the text is actually divided into two parts.  In the first, introductory section (18:1-12), Jethro took Moses's family (who Moses had obviously sent to live with him at some point) to see him once again.  When Jethro arrived, Moses told him everything that had happened.  And, in response, Jethro praises the Lord by acknowledging His superiority, offering sacrifices to Him and partaking of a meal that paralleled the later thank offering offered by the nation of Israel.  This was a momentous occasion because Jethro was a Gentile.  Unlike the Egyptians and the Amalekites, Jethro responded to what the Lord had done with humble worship.  Just as God intended (9:16), His actions resulted in the world knowing Him and worshiping Him.  

After this introductory episode, the rest of the story concerns Moses's handling of the people's concerns.  At this point, Moses alone would sit and hear the people's questions and tell them God's statutes and laws.  Jethro observed the inefficiency of this method and suggested that Moses appoint people under him to help the people know God's laws and address their concerns as well.  In this way, Moses would be spared the easier cases, and the people would not have to wait for him.  Moses, seeing the wisdom in this, did what Jethro suggested and this is the way the people began functioning.  With this encounter, the section ends.  

So, what is the significance of this?  Is this merely an exercise in good leadership organization?  In light of what the rest of this text has made clear, the answer seems to, once again, be “no”.  Rather than being a lesson in organizational structure or sharing responsibility – though that point could certainly be observed – this text is primarily about God, once again, addressing a particular need of the people: in this case, their need for wisdom and for someone to teach them the commandments and statutes of His law.  As we saw, the people themselves did not know God's law – at least not well enough.  They had to come to Moses to “inquire of God” (18:15) and Moses made them “know the statutes of God and his laws” (18:16).  In short, their was a need for something better: all the people needed to know God's statutes and laws.  And, through the unexpected person and counsel of Jethro, God was beginning to address that need.  Once again, God met His people's need.  And, this story prepares us for the next section of the text in which God will make His law known directly to all of the people.  

Once again, as we have seen throughout these chapters, God made clear to His people their need for Him.  And then, in His grace and power, He met that need.  And, as we have also seen thus far, God is still able to do the same for us.  Just like He did for Israel, God is able to give us wisdom and insight by whatever means He chooses (Prov. 2:1-15).  Just like Israel, we need to know God's word – His statutes and rules and promises – so that we might know how to live.    

COMMUNION

So, as we have seen, these chapters and stories all center around the same basic issue: God's ability, and willingness, to meet every need of His people.  But, as we come to the close of our time together today, we would miss much of the point of this text if we failed to see how they point us forward to Jesus Christ.  As we have already seen, God is interested not just in meeting our needs but in meeting our deepest needs – by addressing our sin and upholding His holiness and making us into people who will worship and honor and glorify Him as He desires.  And throughout this text, we are pointed forward to the One in whom, and through whom, every one of our needs was gloriously and totally met.  

First of all, the episode between Moses and Jethro highlights the need for something better.  The people desperately needed a way to know God's law and God's will more clearly.  Next week, we will see God begin to address this by giving the Law to the people at Sinai, but there were still weaknesses in the system because that Law could not give life and help the people obey.  Something more was needed, and, eventually, through the prophet Jeremiah, God promised that there would come a day when He would make a new covenant and write the Law on His people's hearts rather than blocks of stone (Jer. 31:31-34).  On that day, God said they would not need someone like to Moses to tell them God's statutes because they would all know them.  And according to Heb. 8:1-13, this new covenant has been brought by Jesus Christ.  In this new covenant, we are not just reminded of our sin (as with the Old Covenant and the Law), but we are actually delivered from our sin – sanctified for all time by the sacrifice of Christ.  And because of that sacrifice, the Holy Spirit bears witness to us – the law is in our hearts – and our sins are remembered no more (Heb. 9:11-18).  God has met the need for wisdom and guidance in an even more glorious way than He did in Exodus 18.  

Second, the defeat of the Amalekites serves as a sneak preview of sorts of what will happen through Jesus Christ as the risen, sovereign King of Kings.  Just as it was then, God will judge between His people and His enemies.  And He will do this through the Son (Matt. 25:31-46).  All of God's people will be delivered and spend eternity in fellowship and communion with the Lord (1 Cor. 15:50-55; 1 Thess. 4:17; Rev. 21:1-4).  Conversely, all of God's enemies will be crushed by the glorious and victorious Son (1 Cor. 15:24-26; Heb. 10:12-13; Rev. 19:11-21; 20:7-11,14-15).  Just like in Exodus 17, there will be a rout of God's enemies and a glorious victory for His people – because the Lamb was slain and raised from the dead and now reigns as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  

Third, the experience of the people with regard to the water and the manna points us forward to Jesus Christ as well.  As we saw, though it was a glorious miracle, the provision of manna and water met a temporary, physical need, but there was a much deeper need that was revealed in those moments – the sinful, grumbling, faithless hearts of the people.  The water and manna could not fix that.  Something better was needed.  And that something better came in the person and work of Christ.  When He arrived, He called Himself “the bread of life” and said “whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst”.  He explicitly contrasted the manna eaten in the wilderness with the “true bread from heaven” which was Him.  And He explicitly told them, “Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.  This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.  I am the living bread that came down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die” (John 6:31-35,47-50).  Later on, Jesus also declared, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink” (John 7:37).  And to the woman at the well, he declared, “...whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever.  The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14).  Jesus was making clear that He was the true need-meeting substance.  Better than physical manna and water, Jesus came to rescue people for eternity.  He came to meet their deepest need of redemption – freeing them from sin, making them new, and setting them free to love and serve and glorify God.  Interestingly, Paul sees this same reality as he writes that the Israelites in the wilderness “all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink.  For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ” (1 Cor. 10:3-4).  Paul is simply saying that the spiritual food (manna) and the spiritual drink from the rock pointed forward to something far better: Jesus Christ.  Ultimately, the deepest needs of the Israelites in Exodus were met the same way our deepest needs our met: through Jesus Christ.  He alone has life and has the words of life (John 6:66-69).  He is our life and God has made Him our wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption (1 Cor. 1:30).  In Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3).  He is our only hope and the source of life and the One who meets all of our needs.  

As we come to the table, I would urge you to examine your hearts.  If you have never submitted to Christ, heed the warnings and admonitions of this text.  You are by nature an enemy of God, and all His enemies will be destroyed.  Flee from the judgment to come by fleeing to Jesus Christ who is the only true source of hope and life and satisfaction.  He will deliver you and fill you.  And if you have trusted Christ, I would encourage you to come to the table and rejoice in your Savior.  Rejoice that God did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all and will also, surely give us all things – everything we need.  Amen.  

