Today, we continue our jaunt through the book of Exodus by looking at 3:1-7:7.  As we saw last week, God's people were in a desperate situation – enslaved by a cruel ruler and crying out for help.  Moreover, Moses had tried to rescue them but been rejected and ended up on the back side of the desert for the next 40 years.  

However, as we will see this morning, God had not forgotten or abandoned His people.  He had heard their cries and was acting to rescue them.  The focus of this text is God's chosen redeemer – Moses – but the text as a whole reveals to us a great deal not only about Moses but about God as well as ourselves.  So, let us walk through the text together.  

I. God called the redeemer (3:1-10).

The first thing we see God do in this text – after he heard the groans and cries of His people in Egypt, remembered His covenant with their Father, saw their affliction and decided to act (2:23-25) – is call Moses.  

The text reveals that, during his 40 years in Midian, Moses became a shepherd – an interesting vocation considering he was soon to become the shepherd of God's people (Ps. 77:20).  And, as he was keeping the sheep of his father-in-law, Jethro, one day, he saw a strange sight: a bush that was on fire and yet was not being consumed.  Understandably, Moses decided to examine the phenomenon further (3:1-3).  

But, as Moses came to the bush, something incredible happened – God called to him audibly out of the bush.  Moses responded, and God immediately told him not to come any closer and to take off his shoes because he was on holy ground.  He then told Moses who He was – “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.  And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God” (3:4-6).    

This was clearly a significant event.  The fire which Moses saw symbolized the presence of God – as it does at various points throughout Exodus and the Bible as a whole.  Though Moses could not see Him, God was present on that mountaintop in this remote area of the desert.  The obscure location heightens the seriousness of God's words to Moses: the ground is made holy purely and solely by the presence of God.  There is nothing that designates this ground as special – certainly not special enough to merit the removal of one's shoes to symbolize honor and humility – except that the almighty God was there.  

And on top of the significance of God's appearing is what He says to Moses next: “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters.  I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites.  And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them” (3:7-9).  In short, as the end of chapter 2 made clear, God has seen the suffering of His people, heard their cries for help and decided to deliver them.  Moreover, He has decided to bring them into “a good and broad land...flowing with milk and honey.”  God is beginning a glorious work of deliverance and redemption!  He has decided to do it, and He is going to do it (notice the repetition of “I” and “me” statements in 3:7-9).  

But that is not all God told Moses.  In verse 10, we read, “Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt” (3:10).  Here is an incredibly interesting declaration: God, who had just made very clear that He had heard and seen His people's suffering and that He was going to deliver them then immediately called Moses to be the one who went to Pharaoh and led the people out of Egypt.  God was going to do this work, but He was going to do it through Moses.  God had a specific plan that He intended to carry out in a specific way.  And that is what He was doing.  

Before moving on, we should note a few things quickly.  First of all, we should take note of the fact that God had heard the people's cries and seen their suffering and was working to redeem them but they did not know this.  It is very likely that many of them assumed that no one heard their cries or saw their suffering or cared.  But God was working – outside of their knowledge and outside of their particular location – to deliver them.  Second, we should note the assurance with which God declares His intentions.  This is a reminder that God is great and glorious and mighty.  It was not a difficult thing for Him to rescue the Israelites from the greatest empire of the day, and He intended to do just that.  And third, we see Gods intention to carry out His plan and accomplish His purpose through someone else.  Throughout the Scriptures, this is often the way God chooses to work.  He certainly is able to work on His own – without help from anyone.  But He often chooses to use particular people as means – working through them and with them to do what He wants.  

II. God equipped the redeemer (3:11-4:17).

In the next section of the text, we see Moses responding to the Lord's call with five different questions/excuses about his ability (or, more accurately, inability) to do what God was calling Him to do.  Some of these questions/excuses have more validity than others, but it becomes apparent that Moses does not want to do this because He does not feel adequate or sufficient for the task.  Interestingly, though, as we will see, God responds to each one of his questions/excuses – not by convincing Moses that he really is sufficient in himself but by highlighting how He (God) is sufficient and able to work in spite of Moses's insufficiency and inability.  We can look at each question/excuse individually.  

1) “Who am I?”

First, Moses says, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” (3:11).  As questions go, this one is actually very understandable.  40 years before when Moses tried to set the people free, he had failed miserably, and even his fellow Israelites had asked him, “Who are you to lead us?”  Now, as God is calling him, Moses is asking that same question.  The implied answer – in Moses's mind – is that he is not adequate for the task.  

In response, God does not try to assure Moses that he actually is adequate.  Rather, he takes the pressure off of Moses entirely: “But I will be with you, an this shall be the sign for you that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain” (3:12).  God comforts Moses by basically declaring: “Even if you are unfit and inadequate, I will be with you.  And that makes all the difference.”  God assures Moses of His presence and assures Moses that the task will be accomplished – even promising that they will return to this mountain when they leave Egypt.   

In this first response by Moses, we see Moses questioning his own ability, and we see God promising His presence as a sufficient antidote to that problem.  God first equipped His redeemer with His presence.  

2) “Who are you?” 

Second, Moses says, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?” (3:13).  This is an interesting question from Moses because it shifts his concern from himself to God.  He wants to know what he should say if the people ask him to identify the God who sent him.  What if the people think he is an imposter?  Or what if the people think he is just some “up-start” claiming to have God on his side?  Moses wants to know how to identify the God who called him.  

And God's response is one of the most significant – and perplexing – statements in all of the Bible.  He declares, “I AM WHO I AM....Say this to the people of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'...Say this to the people of Israel, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.'  This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations” (3:14-15).  This brief, and somewhat ambiguous statement is significant for a number of different reasons.  First of all, we should notice that – just like Moses asked – God tells him exactly what to say.  He tells Moses what to say with regard to His name (3:13-15), and He also tells Moses what other things to say to Israel and Pharaoh (3:16-18).  Here we see the significance of God's word (the God who made everything through His word in Genesis 1 is now using His word to deliver His people) as well as Moses's status as a prophet (God is telling Moses: “Tell the people I said...” - treating him like a prophet who will speak for God.  Second, God's response is significant by its very ambiguity.  The very elusiveness of the response reveals a God who is far beyond us and above us and other from us.  This is a God who defines Himself and is what He is and does what He wants.  Third, the name of God is significant because it is – fundamentally – a verb.  Rather than revealing Himself as a concrete entity, God chose to reveal Himself with a name of action.  God is.  He is self-existent and dependent on no one else.  He is the One who was and is and is to come.  Moreover, He is the one who called Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.  He is the one who had seen His people's affliction and was acting to deliver them.  He was the One who was going to command Pharaoh's obedience and then harden his heart so that he would reject and then use His own mighty hand to fully and finally deliver the people.  Fundamentally, God revealed Himself to Moses – and through Moses, to Israel – as the great, mighty, living, acting God who is carrying out His purpose and plan.  

In this second question by Moses, we see Moses questioning God's identity, and we see God revealing Himself as the great, self-existent, mighty, living, active God who is carrying out His purpose and plan.  In this episode, God equipped His redeemer with knowledge of Himself.  

3) “What if the people don't believe?”

After raising a question about himself and then a question about God, Moses raises a question about the Israelites themselves: “Then Moses answered, 'But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, 'The Lord did not appear to you'” (4:1).  Here, Moses is concerned that his word will not be enough.  

And, once again, the Lord responds in such a way that Moses is equipped for his task.  This time, instead of answering Moses merely with words, the Lord responds by enabling him to do a series of miraculous signs which are all intended to highlight the power of God – so as to cause the people to believe that God had indeed sent him.  First of all, God demonstrated His power over creatures by causing Moses's staff to turn into a snake and then back into a staff when Moses grabbed it (4:2-5).  Second, God demonstrated His power over human beings by causing Moses's hand to become leprous and then turn back to normal (4:6-7).  Third, God demonstrated His power over nature by telling Moses that the poured-out water from the Nile River would be turned to blood when Moses poured it out.  All three of these miraculous signs – though given to Moses – were intended to point the people to God and highlight His power over everything.  

In this third response of Moses, we see Moses wondering about his reception by the people, and we see God overcoming this potential danger by revealing Himself and His power through Moses.  Once again, God was equipping His redeemer -  this time with wondrous signs that would demonstrate the greatness and might of the God who sent him.     

4. “But I cannot speak well.” 

Beginning in 4:10, we begin to see that Moses is not merely asking legitimate questions but actually attempting to get out of the task to which God is calling him.  At this point, he is no longer asking questions but making excuses.  Even though God has promised His presence, told Moses what to say, and equipped him with miraculous signs, Moses says, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue” (4:10).  Moses is convinced that his inability to speak well will doom the mission.  Much like Moses's first question in 3:11-12, Moses is saying he is not adequate for the task.  

And just like He did back in chapter 3, God responds to Moses's expression of inadequacy by pointing away from Moses entirely – to the utter and total adequacy and ability of God.  In response to Moses's complaint about his inability to speak, God says, “Who has made man's mouth?  Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind?  Is it not I, the Lord?  Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak” (4:11-12).  In essence, God says, “It does not matter whether you can speak or not.  I made your mouth, and I can make it eloquent.  Do what I told you to do, and I will help you speak well and tell you what to say.” Once again, the Lord responds to Moses's inadequacy by pointing to His own adequacy.  Regardless of Moses's inability, God is able, and He will work through Moses.  

In this fourth exchange, we see Moses nervous about his own ineptitude once again, but we see God, once again, addressing Moses's concern by pointing to Himself.  God was equipping His redeemer even further with promises of His power and guidance.  

5) “Please send someone else.”

Then, after all of this back and forth, Moses's intention becomes embarrassingly and strikingly clear as he simply says, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else” (4:13).  Finally, Moses's true heart – and the true problem – are revealed.  After all of his concerns are addressed and all of his excuses are tossed aside, Moses simply does not want to obey.  He does not want to do what God has called him to do.  

And God's response to this final declaration from Moses is very instructive.  It is both sobering and encouraging.  First of all, Moses's response aroused God's anger: “Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses” (4:14a).  This is instructive on a personal, ethical level because it reminds us that God wants us to simply trust Him and His provision and obey.  God is more than able to equip His people for the tasks He gives them, and our proper response is to stop making excuses and worrying and to simply obey.  If God commands us, He will equip us.  Ours is to trust and obey.  But the second part of God's response is encouraging, because – even though Moses's excuse-making aroused God's anger, God still showed mercy and kindness by further equipping Moses for the task.  Though his anger was aroused, God said, “Is there not Aaron your brother, the Levite?  I know that he can speak well.  Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart.  You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do.  He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him.  And take in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the signs” (4:14b-17).  Amazingly, though Moses's response had aroused his anger, God mercifully provided someone to help Moses.  In fact, He was already in the process of providing someone before Moses asked Him to send someone else.  God did not relieve Moses of the calling or the responsibility, but He did equip him even further.  God was kind to him – even in anger.  God was merciful – despite Moses's weakness.  God was gracious – despite Moses's failures.  

As we consider this section of the text, we are reminded, once again, that God was doing a mighty work of redemption.  He was acting to rescue His people, and nothing was going to thwart or stop that.  God's plan was being carried out – even through imperfect people.  Also, as we just saw, this section reminds us of God's great kindness and compassion toward His people.  Even when His people struggle and falter and fail to trust Him, He is kind and compassionate – bearing with our weaknesses and strengthening us in those weaknesses.  Related, this section reminds us that, on a very personal level, God can – and does – equip His people for whatever task He gives them.  And, more specifically, He equips them with Himself.  Rather than addressing our inadequacy by convincing us we are adequate, He is adequate for and through us.  As one commentator put it, “The Lord does not call us because of our adequacy, nor is his presence conditional upon us becoming adequate, it is rather promised to those who are inadequate.  When we say, 'But I'm not adequate', the Lord says 'You needn't tell me, but I will be with you.'”
  Or, as the apostle Paul quotes it, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9).  Notice, it is not we who are sufficient but God's grace that is sufficient for us.  God can work through us and in us – though we are weak, just like He did with Moses – to accomplish great things for His glory.  Ours is simply to obey and watch Him use our faithful obedience to do amazing things.  

III. God sent the redeemer (4:18-31). 

In the next section of the text, we come across an interesting collection of stories that all serve to move us from Moses's conversation with God at Horeb back to Egypt.  As a whole, these verses show us that Moses – after his extended conversation with God – did, indeed, obey.  And as Moses makes the journey to Egypt, we see God reveal even more about Himself and His plan.  

After Moses gets permission from his father-in-law to return to Egypt (4:18), we see God reiterate the simple command for Moses to go to Egypt (4:19 – compare with 3:10), and we see Moses respond with immediate obedience – no longer questioning or making excuses.
  And he is sure to take the staff of God with him – a reminder of God's promised provision and power (4:20).  

Then, in the next episode (4:21-23), God reiterates His instructions to Moses – with a slight, but significant added detail. First, He tells Moses to be sure and do all the signs in front of Pharaoh, but then He makes clear that He will harden Pharaoh's heart so that Pharaoh will not let the people go.  This is an emphatic, possibly unsettling revelation about the sheer sovereignty of God over the human heart.  Paul makes reference to God's interaction with Pharaoh as proof that God “has mercy on whomever he wills, and...hardens whomever he wills” (Rom. 9:18).  God's plan was to use this episode with Pharaoh as a clear demonstration to everyone – His people, the Egyptians, and all who would hear about it later – of His incredible power over everyone and everything.  

Also, as God is telling Moses what will happen, He tells Moses to tell Pharaoh, “Israel is my firstborn son, and I say to you, 'Let my son go that he may serve me.'  If you refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn son” (4:22-23).  Here we are introduced to a theme that will become more prominent throughout the rest of the Scriptures: the status of God's people as His children.  Here God calls Israel His son – a point which will be reiterated later on in the prophets (Jer. 31:9; Hos. 11:1).  Interestingly, though, when Jesus appears, He is referred to as God's son – with language that was originally applied to Israel (Matt. 2:15).  Ultimately, Jesus was the true Son of God.  And now, through faith in the crucified and risen Christ, we can all be called “sons” - true children of God (Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:5-6).  The idea of God as Father is introduced here in Exodus and comes to greater fruition through the person and work of Christ.  God's relationship to His people is not master/slave or boss/employee but Father/child.  It is an intimate relationship full of intense affection and emotion.  It is such a close relationship that God threatened to take Pharaoh's “son” if Gods' “son” was not released.  Ultimately, the battle between Pharaoh and God was a battle over who God's people would serve and whose “son” would be delivered.  

The next episode (4:24-26) is a bit alarming but, at the same time, extremely important.  Basically, as Moses was journeying to Egypt, the Lord attacked him – without explanation – and “sought to put him to death” (4:24).  As this was happening, Moses's wife, Zipporah, intervened by circumcising their son, Gershom, and then touching the severed foreskin to Moses's feet.  Because of that act, the Lord's attack stopped, and Zipporah was able to proclaim, “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me!”  Basically, she seems to be rejoicing that Moses's life was spared.  All in all, this is a bit of a strange episode that only makes sense if we remember God's words to Abraham in Genesis 17:9-14.  In that text, after reiterating His promise to bless Abram and make him into a great nation, God calls Abram to obey Him by circumcising every male among his people.  He is also emphatic that this is to be done “throughout your generations”.  As God's chosen people, the Israelites were to practice circumcision as a sign of their faithful obedience to the God who had called them as His own.  Moses had not done this, so God attacked him in order to make clear that obedience was still required.  Though strange, this episode is intended to highlight that God took (and still takes) the obedience of His people very seriously.  This will come up again with regard to the people as a whole as they leave Egypt (Exod. 12:43-49) and in the entire giving of the Law at Sinai (Exod. 19-24).  God does not call and redeem His people so they can do whatever they want but so that they can serve Him and obey Him.  So it was back then, and so it is today: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).  

Finally, to close this section, we see God faithfully keep the promise He gave to Moses in 4:14-16 by sending Aaron to meet him and go with him to Egypt (4:27-28).  God promised to send Moses with Aaron to help, and He kept His promise.  And, as Moses and Aaron went down to Egypt, they faithfully obeyed the Lord and told the elders of Israel “all the words that the LORD had spoken”.  They also did the signs God had given Moses, “And the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD had visited the people of Israel and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed their heads and worshiped” (4:31).  Upon their arrival, Moses and Aaron were well received by the people.  

Finally, God was going to achieve the redemption of His people, but not in exactly the way it seems they anticipated. 

IV. The redeemer was rejected (5:1-23).

In light of the joyous celebration described in 4:31, this next section of the text is extremely sobering.  After speaking to the people of Israel and being received well, Moses and Aaron go to Pharaoh, say what God told them to say, and are rejected (5:1-2).  They then asked again and were once again emphatically rejected by Pharaoh (5:3-4).  Interestingly, Pharaoh refuses to listen to them or do what they say because he does not “know the LORD” (5:2).  This issue of “knowing God” becomes a central theme of the entire event and book of Exodus.  Ultimately, God was doing all of this so that He would be known – not only by Pharaoh but by everyone.  Yet, that would come later.  At this point, Pharaoh emphatically denied Moses and Aaron's request.  

Even more, Pharaoh responded to the request by actually increasing the people's suffering by making them look for their own straw (5:5-19) – which was essential for making the bricks they were forced to make.  By having to look for their own straw (evidently, it was provided for them before), they were unable to meet their quote which resulted in worse persecution and suffering.  Despite the people's pleas for mercy, Pharaoh refused to relent – intent on making clear his place as their ruler and sovereign.  Rather than having the people listen to the words of God (which he considered lies – 5:9), Pharaoh wanted them to listen to his words.  So he commanded that their burdens be increased, and the people's suffering increased as well.  

And, in the face of this terrible increase in their suffering and persecution, the people's attitudes changed dramatically.  They turned against Moses and Aaron – rejecting the ones they had so gladly received just moments before.  They even called the Lord to serve as judge over them because of what there conversation with Pharaoh produced (5:20-21).  And, as a result of the people's rejection and complaining, Moses was distraught and turned to God – questioning why God did not deliver His people (5:22-23).  

As we consider the events of this chapter, it is instructive to notice the incredibly stark contrast between the end of chapter 4 and the end of chapter 5.  In chapter 4, the people are rejoicing – convinced that God has heard their cries and is working to deliver them.  In chapter 5, the people are totally broken in spirit (6:9) – convinced that freedom is no closer than it was before and grumbling against God's redeemer.  Clearly, their emotions and reactions were based entirely on their perception of the immediate circumstances.  They were responding based on their perceptions and observations rather than on the word of God.  Remember, God had promised that this very thing would happen (4:21).  He had promised to harden Pharaoh's heart so that Pharaoh would refuse.  Moreover, the people knew this because Aaron told them everything God had said (4:30).  And yet, in spite of God's authoritative words, the people – Moses included – reacted like everything was spiraling completely out of control even though everything was happening just like God had promised.  As we consider this, we need to understand that we may find ourselves in a very similar position.  The Bible is full of glorious promises regarding the people of God and the glorious destiny that awaits us in the future.  However, more often than not, our present circumstances seem to indicate the exact opposite of those promises.  How do we handle that sort of situation – when circumstances seem to show that God's promises will never come?  According to Paul, “we walk by faith, not by sight” because “while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:6-7).  We must remember that “through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22) and “look not to things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.”  In short, we must exercise true, genuine faith – which is “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1).  Too often, we respond to struggles and suffering like the Israelites – “as though something strange were happening”.  But we should “not be surprised” (1 Pet. 4:12).  God's plan may very well include and involve our suffering.  His will may not be for our immediate deliverance, and if that is the case, then it is for our good.  

So, in this section, we see God's chosen redeemer rejected by Pharaoh, and, as a result, we see the people of God reject him as well and despair of being delivered.  So, how does God respond to the people's despair and rejection – and to Moses's despair and complaint?  

V. God reiterated His intention to redeem through this redeemer (6:1-7:7).  

Amazingly, when Moses comes to the Lord with the complaints of the people, the Lord's response is not anger or frustration or aggravation.  Rather, the Lord responds by simply restating what He had already made clear: His intention to make Himself known by redeeming His people (6:1-13).  In a series of statements clearly intended to remind Moses and the people of both His character and His promises, the Lord declares: “I will deal with Pharaoh” (6:1).  “I have revealed myself to these chosen people and made promises to them” (6:2-4).  “I know very well what the people are experiencing” (6:5).  “And I will redeem them” (6:6-8).  These declarations are clearly intended to encourage Moses and Aaron and the people by pointing them away from their circumstances and back to God.  

But, sadly, because of Pharaoh's rejection of Moses and Aaron, the people refused to listen, because their spirits were broken (6:9).  Nevertheless, even in the face of their lack of faith, God sent Moses and Aaron back to Pharaoh with the charge to bring the people out (6:10-13).  God was still faithfully working to redeem His people – even when those people had lost all faith themselves.  

Then, in the midst of this “re-commissioning” by God, we have a genealogy of Moses and Aaron (6:14-27).  This seems strange and out of place, but it seems that the point of the genealogy is to highlight Moses and Aaron's Levitical heritage.  To the original Israelite audience that would have originally read Exodus, this would have fit right in with this chapter because God is reiterating His intention to redeem the people.  And He was going to use these two Levites to do it.  

And then, to close this section, God once again reiterates the call to Moses and Aaron to go before Pharaoh and demand Israel's release (6:28-7:7).  Why does God keep reiterating these words about what Moses and Aaron should do and what He intends to do?  The reason seems to be because the people are discouraged, and God wants to remind them – again and again – that He is in control and that He is working to accomplish His plan and His purpose.  Even though it seemed like everything was falling apart and the plan was a failure, God was sovereignly working things exactly according to plan and exactly according to His promise.  He was working to make Himself known – both to the Egyptians (7:5) and to His people (6:7).  

Conclusion

So, that brings us to the end of our text this week.  To review, this text shows us God working out His plan of redemption for the people of Israel by calling a redeemer, equipping the redeemer, sending the redeemer, and carrying out His work through the redeemer even after the redeemer was rejected.  In the big picture of Exodus, this leaves on the very doorstep of God redeeming His people.  Next week, we will see the mighty hand of God at work in bringing the people out of slavery into His glorious freedom.  

But, as we consider this, I do not want us to miss the grander, larger point of this part of Scripture.  As we have seen this morning, these chapters are full of very practical points of application that are incredibly relevant for us as individuals even thousands of years later.  But, the biggest way this text is relevant today is by pointing us forward to Jesus Christ and the work He would do so many years later.  As I mentioned last week, the big reason the Exodus is in the Bible is to give us a picture of the salvation that would come later through Jesus.  In this way, Moses is like Christ.  No doubt, Moses is an imperfect picture of Christ, so we should not press the comparison too far.  But there is certainly a comparison to be made.  Just like Moses, Jesus came to those who were enslaved for the purpose of setting them free (Luke 4:18) – not from physical bondage but from spiritual bondage.  Just like Moses, Jesus did and said only what the Father told Him to do and say (John 6:38; 12:49-50) – He was perfectly obedient, even to the point of death on a cross.  Just like Moses, Jesus stood face-to-face with the ultimate enemy of God's people (Matt. 4:1-11; John 12:31-32) – and defeated him by dying and coming back to life (Col. 2:15).  Just like Moses, Jesus was initially welcomed and then rejected by the people of God because His deliverance did not look like what they anticipated – because He came not as a conquering King but as a Lamb who was slain.  And just like Moses, though He was rejected, God used that redeemer to accomplish the purpose for which He was sent – to die and be raised so that whoever believes in Him would not perish but have eternal life, to ransom people from every tongue and tribe and nation, to take away the sins of the world.  

As we come to the table today, I would remind you that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.  He lived a perfect life of obedience, took God's wrath against sin by dying on the cross and then raised from the dead and ascended to the right hand of the Father.  If you have never repented of your sins and trusted Christ, then repent and believe.  He is the only redeemer.  There is no other way out of bondage except through Him.  And if you have repented and believed, rejoice in the glorious work of your Savior.  Rejoice in the fact that you were just like Israel – refusing to believe – and God worked out your salvation anyway.  Despite your lack of faith and natural enmity against Him, He bought your life.  As we come to the table, rejoice in that reality.  Magnify your Savior.  And go forth from here to live a life of joyful,  faithful obedience to the One who has redeemed you.  Hallelujah – may it be so.  
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�	It is an interesting note – considering that Moses seems to be such a clear type of Christ that God tells him “all the men who were seeking your life are dead” - a phrase uttered later about the Christ-child.  





