Today, we will begin a series of sermons through Genesis – the very first book of the Bible.  And before we move to the specific text for today, we should note a few things about the book, and this series, as a whole.  First of all, we must recognize from the very beginning that Genesis is absolutely essential for Christianity because it gives us many of the foundational building blocks for our faith.  As one commentator writes, “If we possessed a Bible without Genesis, we would have a 'house of cards' without foundation or mortar.”
  Christianity, at its heart, is a story (without question, a true story) about God's interaction with the world.  And just like any other story, we must have some foundational realities in place for the rest of the story to make sense.  Genesis is the place where we get our most basic, foundational thoughts about God, the world, ourselves, sin, judgment and redemption – among other things.  The book of Genesis is absolutely crucial.

Moreover, as we begin this series, I want to make note of a couple of things.  First of all, we will be covering large chunks of the book each week.  Invariably, this will mean that certain smaller details are minimized in order to understand the larger picture.  While we will do our best to see how each individual story fits into the book as a whole, we must also keep in mind that Genesis is clearly a very selective account.  A lot of stories were included, but even more stories were not included.  Clearly, this means that the author (Moses, predominately) selected certain stories in order to make certain particular points.  So we must be careful about focusing so intently on particular stories that we fail to see their place in the big picture and their role in strengthening the main points of the book.  Secondly, we must keep in mind that Genesis is part of the Bible as a whole – which also has a very particular point.  Specifically, as our Lord Jesus Christ himself declared, the Scriptures bear witness to Him (John 5:39; see also Luke 24).  As we go through Genesis, our ultimate focus every week will be the way in which our text points us to Jesus Christ.  Obviously, we will seek to understand the text in its original context, but – based on our place in history – we would be misunderstanding the text if we failed to let it point us to Jesus Christ.  

Understanding the book as a whole, then, we turn to our text for this week – which is obviously the very beginning of Genesis, 1:1-2:3 to be exact.  This text is an account of Creation – the creation of the universe as we know it.  It is a text that is incredible in a number of ways.  First of all, it is relentlessly and unswervingly focused on God.  He is the subject of the entire account.  If we miss this, we have misunderstood the text because its main point is to tell us about God.  Secondly, the text is incredible because it is so orderly.  The text clearly has a logical, discernible structure that is intended to highlight certain things.  For one, though I am not a huge numerology proponent, the number seven (the number of completion) is clearly prominent.  There are also certain phrases that are repeated again and again that tie everything together.  And there even seems to be a logic to the order in which things were created – as we will see.  And ultimately, the text is incredible because it shows us power and wonder and majesty at its greatest.  Ultimately, we are treated to a show that we could never produce ourselves, and we are treated to an “insider account” of who we are, where we came from and why we are here.  

Now, I must say from the start – as many of you probably know – this is traditionally a controversial text, for a number of reasons.  There are constant debates about numerous details in the text – some of which are good and valuable, some of which are understandable but tend to make us miss the main point, and some of which really are not addressed by the text at all and are better left alone.  As we go this morning, I will address some of those issues, but I will do so in a broader attempt to focus our attention on the main point of the text – which is sufficiently glorious enough without getting sidetracked by every shiny, fancy discussion that flashes past the window.  So, with that in mind, we will begin by looking at the main point of the text and then examine some particular details of the text before seeing how we should apply the text. 

* THE MAIN POINT: GOD IS THE SOVEREIGN CREATOR AND LORD OF EVERYTHING THAT EXISTS.

As I said, we must be careful not to miss the main point of this account.  And the main point of this account is fundamentally about God.  Even though the text does help us understand ourselves as well as the world in general, the main point is that it tells us about God.  So, what does it tells us? 

I. God Made Everything.

Though it seems basic, we cannot miss the simple point that this text portrays God as the source of everything else that exists.  The only eternal thing in all of creation is God Himself and everything that is in Him.  We see this clearly in the beginning of the text because God is simply assumed: “In the beginning, God....”  It is impossible to speak of His creation because He was never created.  He is the Ultimate Cause that has no cause of its own – because such a Cause has to exist at some point.  

And this God, who already existed at the beginning of the world as we know it, “created the heavens and the earth.”  Though you cannot tell it in your English translations, the word “created” is a special word in the Hebrew because it is only ever used with God as its subject.  This is vitally important because it highlights that this sort of creation is something only God can do.  People (and God if He wills) can “make” things out of stuff that already existed, but only God can “create” things in this way – out of nothing.  So in the beginning, God created the heavens and earth.  But, at this point, he did not create them as we know them but in some basic, initial preparatory state that is described as “without form and void.”  It seems that initially God created some basic mass but that the mass did not have any sort of shape and was completely empty.  Some creation, huh?  And yet, the show is only beginning because the text says “darkness was over the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” (1:2).  Here we see God himself poised over the creation that has just taken place, ready to transform it into something glorious and beautiful.  

And beginning in verse 3, the true actions begins.  Having said the earth was “formless”, God begins by giving it form on Days 1-3.  And the first thing he does is address the “darkness” of verse 2: “And God said, 'Let there be light,' and there was light.”  So God begins by creating light.  Interestingly, this light exists independently of the sun which some take as evidence that this is not a scientifically accurate account but a poetic “myth” of sorts.  Such a claim misses the point though – God is so grand and glorious that He is able to create light without the sun (Rev. 21:23).  On that first day, God sets the pattern of evening and morning, Day and Night – and the world has followed this pattern ever since.  

On Day 2, God seems to address “the deep” of verse 2 by creating an expanse to separate the waters above from the waters below.  This is the creation of the sky and the atmosphere, as we know them.  Once again, we see the “formless” heavens and earth receiving form in preparation for having their “void” filled.  

And on Day 3, God gathers the waters below into Seas and calls forth dry land.  He then covers this land with plants and vegetation – setting boundaries that it will produce “each according to its kind.”  Much like with Day 2, we see “formlessness” disappearing and preparation being made for future creatures.   At the conclusion of Day 3, the world is no longer “formless” but has a distinct shape that includes a sky and air and oceans and land and plants.  Now, all that is lacking are things to fill up that form.  

And beginning on Day 4, this filling occurs.  Having created “light” on day 1, God now creates the objects that will serve as the source of that light – filling up the heavens in the process.  Through these “lights” God establishes “signs” and “seasons”, “days” and “years”.  This is the establishment of time as we know it.  The reason our days and seasons and years are as long as they are is because God made it so on Day 4.  Interestingly, as an aside, there is no actual mention of the names “Sun” and “Moon”, and the stars receive only a passing mention (1:16).  This seems to be a jab at the many pagan nations surrounding God' s people – many of whom worshiped those entities.  

On Day 5, the filling of the void continues.  Having made the “sky” and the “waters below” on Day 2, God fills them with birds and sea creatures, respectively.  This is the first creation of animate life, and it is also accompanied by a blessing from God upon the procreation of these creatures.  Here is the reality of genetics and the fact that each creature was told to produce “according to its kind.”  This act itself seems to rule out any sort of macro-evolution.  At the time of creation, there were diverse types of birds and diverse types of sea creatures.  They did not arise from a common ancestor – unless the common ancestor is God Himself.  

And on Day 6, we see the final filling of the created order as God fills the land that was created on Day 3 with animals and people.  The animals are referenced briefly before humanity takes center stage on this day.  We will discuss humanity more in depth next week as we look at chapter 2, but we can notice from chapter 1 that human beings were clearly the crowning achievement of God's creation.  The actions slows down as humans come into the picture.  Moreover, they are the only creatures made in God's very “image”.  They are also the only creatures given “dominion” over the earth.  Clearly, as God created the world, He intended for human beings to watch over, and care for, that world as His representatives.  He delegated dominion to them, so that they would “fill the earth and subdue it.”  Humanity is the apex of creation, and after they are finished, God saw that it was very good and rested on Day 7 – not out of exhaustion but because everything was done, complete and perfect.  There was nothing left to do.  

So, the first (very general) thing this text makes clear about God is that He has made everything.  Every bit of the glory that we see in the universe came from His hand.  As David wrote, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.  Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.  There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.  Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world” (Ps. 19:1-4).  The 62,000 miles of blood vessels in the human body were made by Him.  The thimbleful of a neutron star that scientists say would weigh 100 million tons here on earth was created by Him.  Our universe, which is said to contain billions of galaxies – each of which contains billions of stars (stars like our sun) was created by Him.  The light which travels around our world over seven times per second but still takes 8 minutes to go from the sun to us was created by Him.  The universe is vast and incredible and amazing – and it testifies to the glory and majesty of its Creator who brought it all into existence with ease.  Apart from God, none of this would exist.  

II. God used His Word to make everything.

After taking a general walk through the text, we need to go back and highlight some particular realities that the text highlights over and over again.  In biblical interpretation, one excellent way to understand the point of a particular text is to look for repetition.  By writing the text in such a way, the author is usually wanting to highlight whatever it is that is being repeated.  This is most definitely the case with the creation account, and we cannot understand the text rightly if we do not look at some of the particular phrases that are repeated again and again.

The first thing that appears numerous times in the text is the phrase “And God said...” (1:3a,6,9a,11a,14-15a,20,24a,26).  As we read this text, we are supposed to recognize that God created the world by speaking.  This is a clear revelation of the importance and the centrality of God's word.  Even the New Testament writers highlight the point.  Paul describes God as the one who “calls into existence the things that do not exist” (Rom. 4:17).  The idea of calling is one of using words.  And the author of Hebrews writes, “By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.”  God spoke the world into existence.  

But even further, the text reiterates not only that God spoke but that whenever he spoke and commanded, it happened.  Over and over we read, “And God said...” followed by “...and it was so...” (1:3b,7a,9b,11b-12a,15b-16,21a,24b-25a,27,30b).  The text makes clear not only that the primary means of creation was God's word but that the word was effective.  Not only does God speak, but when He speaks, things obey.  Throughout the creation account, God's Word is shown to be both active and powerful.  

But why is this such a big deal?  Why does it matter that God spoke the world into existence?  In order to answer those questions, we should keep in mind that God could have created the world any way he wanted.  He could have done it however He pleased.  But He chose to do it through His word.  And from Genesis 1 forward, the word of God becomes a central reality in the life of God's people.  A quick survey of the Bible bears this out.  It is by God's word that Abraham is called out and chosen by God (Gen. 12:1).  At Mt. Sinai, Israel is called to obey the voice of God (Ex. 19:5-6).  On the edge of the Promised Land, Moses reminds Israel that they do not live by bread alone but by the word of God (Deut. 8:3).  God told Joshua to be careful to heed his word (Josh. 1:7-8).  Throughout Israel's history, it was God's word that commanded, guided, and even judged Israel – that Word was spoken through many different judges and kings and prophets, but it was the word of God always (1 Sam. 15:10;  2 Sam. 7:4; 24:11; 1 Kin. 6:11; 16:1; 2 Kin. 20:4; Isa. 38:4; Jer. 1:2; Ezek. 1:3; Hos. 1:1; Joel 1:1; Jonah 1:1; Micah 1:1; Zeph. 1:1; Hag. 1:1; Zech. 1:1).  Then, after many years with no word from God, we read, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1:1-4).  John looked back to Genesis 1:1and saw the centrality of the Word in that creation.  But then, amazingly, he goes on to say, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth....And from his fullness we have all received grace upon grace.  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen god; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known” (John 1:14,16-18).  Again, the Word appeared.  God made Himself known, once again, by the Word.  But this time, the Word was His Son (Heb. 1:1-2).    Throughout his ministry, Jesus emphasized the importance of his words and the Word of God (Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 8:11).  And then, as Jesus prepared to die, he promised to send the Spirit to “bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” (John 14:26).  Once again, the Word is central.  The message the early Church proclaimed was the Word of God (Acts 4:31) and it was the Word that grew in those days (Acts 6:7; 12:24).  And now, in God's sovereignty, we still have the Word of God.  Men spoke as they were carried by the Spirit (2 Pet. 1:21), and as a result, the Scriptures we have are breathed out by God and able to equip us for every good work (2 Tim. 3:16).  It was by His word that God created and shaped and formed His world in Genesis 1.  And it is by His word that God is creating and shaping and forming His people even today.  It has always been so and will continue to be so. 

III. God rules over everything.

As we walk through the text, we also see another reality that is repeated in various ways – namely, we see that because God has made everything, He has authority over everything and rules over everything.  In short, the text continually reiterates not only the power of God's Word but the authority of His position.  God not only created everything but also rules everything as Lord and King.  

We see this reality in a variety of ways.  First, we see God – like a sovereign ruler – making the elements that He created do whatever He wants.  He separates the light from the darkness (1:4) and the waters above from the waters below (1:7).  He gathers together the seas (1:10) and sets the parameters for how plants and trees will reproduce (1:11-12).  After making the sun, moon and stars, God sets them in the heavens – presumably where he wants them (1:16-18).  After creating the animals, He commands them as a ruler would command (1:22), and He does the same thing with human beings (1:28-30).  These are the actions of a ruler. 

We also see this reality in God's naming of various things (1:5,8,10).  The act of naming – particularly in the Biblical world – was a serious thing that served to demonstrate a level of authority.  By God doing it, He is making His position clear.  

The rest of Scripture bears witness to this as well and makes this connection explicit.  Ps. 24:1-2 says, “The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.”  David is clear: the earth (and everything in it) belong to God because He made it.  Ps. 89:11 says, “The heavens are yours; the earth also is yours; the world and all that is in it, you have founded them.”  Even Paul, talking about God's sovereign choice of His people in Rom. 9:20-21 says, “But who are you, O man, to answer back to God?  Will what is molded say to its molder, 'Why have you made me like this?'  Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honored use and another for dishonorable use?”  Paul's assumption is clearly that God has authority over human beings – and their destinies because He made them.  

In short, Genesis 1 makes clear that God not only created everything but has authority over everything.  The battle over whether the world was created by God or by something else (i.e. evolution) is a battle of authority.  If God exists, and if God created the world, there is an authority.  Genesis 1 makes clear that God does exist and God did create the world and there is an authority.  We will come back to this more a bit later.  

IV. God, and His work, are good.  

One final thing that we see repeated throughout the text is the fact that “God saw that it was good” (1:4a,10b,12b-13,18b-19,21b,25b,31).  By repeating this phrase over and over, it is clear that we are supposed to understand that this work was morally and qualitatively good.  It was pure and perfect, and there was nothing evil or rebellious or sinful in it at this point.  And how could it be any other way?  Scripture consistently presents God as perfectly good (Ps. 34:8; 86:5; 119:68; John 10:11) and perfectly righteous (Ps. 11:7; 2 Tim. 4:8).  How could anything He does be described in any other way?  At this point, at the conclusion of Genesis 1, the world was a good place – created just as God intended and functioning just as He desired.  

And this point is important for a few reasons.  First, it reminds us that something has gone terribly wrong with this world.  Though God no doubt knew that the world would fall into sin – and in some mysterious way ordained that fall – He did not create the sin and evil that we see evidenced in the world.  God created a good world where everyone was provided for and everything functioned correctly.  We must remember this in order to keep from thinking of God wrongly by charging Him with sin or wrongdoing.  Second, it reminds us that God is the ultimate determiner of what is “good.”  We are not the Judge; God is.  He sets the standard of “good” and “evil”; “right” and “wrong”.  Third, it reminds us that there is inherent value in all of creation.  The fact that God created the earth means the earth has value and worth – it is not to be exploited or abused because it is “good.”  Some go to the extreme of almost worshiping the earth (i.e. extreme environmentalists) which is not right, but some also tend to the extreme of abusing the earth which is not right either.  The earth was created “very good” - in such a way that it proclaims its Maker's praise.  And humans were created with the same inherent value.  The physical world as we know it is not a bad thing.  The physical body is not a bad thing.  Life on this earth is not a bad thing.  It was all created “very good” and we must keep that in mind.  The goodness of the creation reflects on the goodness of the Creator.  The one who made all things “good” is still able to “work all things together for good” (Rom. 8:28).  

* Application

Having looked at the text itself and what it tells us, we can now move to application.  How does Genesis 1 help us today?  Why does it matter?  I think there are a few ways we can apply this text today.  

1) This text rules out a large number of wrong ideas and heresies.

In thinking through this text, it is astounding how many wrong doctrines and ideas are ruled out by just this first section of the Bible.  Clearly, atheism is disproved because the text makes clear that God's existence is a reality.  Pantheism is disproved because the text makes clear that though God created the world, He is not the same thing as the world.  Polytheism is disproved because the text (though it does allude to the trinity in 1:26) portrays God as an individual being.  Naturalistic evolution is disproved because the text makes clear that all life did not spring from a common ancestor – it sprang from the mighty Word of God.  The text also makes clear some of the central doctrines of the faith that have been denied in various heresies throughout the centuries.  The text is clear that God is sovereign, personal, and eternal.  This text, as much as almost any other text in the Bible, helps us understand God.  

2) This text reminds us that we all must deal with the sovereign God in some way.  

As we consider this text, we are reminded that every human being can look at nature and observe the power and majesty of God.  As a result, every human being makes a decision about how to relate to that God.  God has made everything that exists – including every human being in this room and in this town and in this world.  At this very moment, he is giving every one of us life and breath.  Though we may try, we cannot escape this reality.  We are all deciding how to respond to that reality.  Paul made clear in Rom. 1:19-20 that “what can be known about God is plan...because God has shown it....For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of  the world, in the things that have been made.  So [all people] are without excuse.”  In Genesis 1, we read about the creation of the world.  Through that creation, God has made Himself known, and no one escapes that knowledge.  

This is crucial, on a general level, because it reminds us that no one in the world is neutral.  There is no one in the world who is ignorant about God.  They might be ignorant of certain things He has done and they might be ignorant, in particular, about Jesus Christ, but they are not ignorant about God.  All human beings are made in His image and live in His world and see his power and majesty – and, apart from the grace of God, reject it.  Genesis 1 helps us remember that the problem is not with God (for He has made Himself more than sufficiently known) but with people.  

On a more specific level, this reminds every one of us in this room today that we must reckon with this God.  There is no escaping it – God is real, He has made us and this world, we belong to Him.  More specifically, we now know that God made this world for Christ (Col. 1:16).  As Jonathan Edwards said, God created this world as a Kingdom for His Son.  That Son and King has now come.  So what will we do?  The Bible is clear that what we ought to do is worship Him.  Ps. 103:22 says, “Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion.”  This is a call to all people to worship the Lord because the Lord's dominion is everywhere.  Isa. 45:18 says, “For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did not create it to be empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): 'I am the Lord, and there is no other.”  What will you do with Him?  The angel of Rev. 14:7 also declares, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”  God has acted – how do we respond?  We must believe and worship or reject and dishonor.  “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him” (John 3:36).

3) This text comforts us by reminding us that God is in absolute control of all things.  

As we saw, this first section of Genesis clearly portrays God as the sovereign Lord and authority of all things.  In a world that is full of uncertainty (nuclear weapons, terrorists, tornadoes, earthquakes, cancer), the message of this text is extremely comforting.  God is in control.  As Isa. 40:27-31 declares,

Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, 'My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God'?  Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.  Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.  

Clearly, God is comforting His people, and He points them to the power and authority of God as evidenced in creation.  

Moreover, in Colossians 1:9-14, Paul offers up a prayer for his readers, and he prays that they might know the will of God so as to walk in holiness and that they might be strengthened with power so as to endure with patient joy.  He closes the prayer by turning their attention to the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ.  Then, in the very next section, Paul says of Christ, “He is the image of  the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things were created through him and form him.  And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of the body, the church.  He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent” (Col. 1:15-18).  After praying that his readers would be strengthened with power to endure, Paul points them to the sovereign kingship of Christ.  He has created everything, and He is upholding everything.  The author of Hebrews also says that all things were created through Christ and that “he upholds the universe by the word of his power” (Heb. 1:2-3).  The One who created all things is the Lord of all things.  This is clear from Genesis 1, and it should bring us immense comfort in the midst of  this seemingly uncertain world.  

4) This text helps us understand salvation.

How in the world can the beginning of the Bible help us understand our salvation?  The answer is found in 2 Cor. 4:5-6: “For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  For God, who said, 'Let light shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  Incredibly, as Paul talks about the gospel, he quotes Genesis 1!  Why does he do that?  It is because Paul sees a parallel between the two events.  Just as God spoke into the darkness of Genesis 1:2 and created the light of Genesis 1:3, He has spoken into the darkness of our hearts and minds that had been blinded by the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4) and created light.  Just as God brought something entirely new into existence in Genesis 1, He has brought a new creature into existence by saving our souls (2 Cor. 5:17).  The power of God that shaped this world is the same power that redeemed us.  

As we consider this reality, it should cause those of us who have trusted in Christ and experienced this salvation to erupt with praise to God.  As you consider the glory of God seen in creation, consider as well the glory of God as seen in your own salvation.  Meditate on the fact that God has not only made this world but you as well.  And He did not just make your body, but He has redeemed your soul.  Rejoice and be glad, because you have seen the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ!

5) This text gives us a hint of the ultimate goal of all things.

The final part of our  text this morning is actually the beginning of chapter 2, where we read: “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.  And on the sevenths day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done.  So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation” (2:1-3).  After finishing His work of creation, God sets apart this seventh day as holy.  In essence, this is a celebration of God's finished work.  Since He has completed it and it is “very good”, God rested on the seventh day – not because He was tired but because there was nothing left to do!  And this seventh day is a “celebration by consecration.”  God sets it apart as holy because everything is done just as He wanted.  Everything is perfect and beautiful and glorious, so God sets apart the day.  

But how does this point us to the end?  Interestingly, once Israel became a nation, God commanded them to cease from their work on the seventh day in order to remember that God rested on the seventh day.  Without question, this was for their good, so that their bodies would have rest.  But it also seems to have been for the purpose of reminding them of what had been before sin entered the world.  It seems that the Sabbath reminded them of what once had been the case – and would be the case again.  In speaking of the “rest” that is mentioned in Gen. 2:1-3, and various other places in the Old Testament, the author of Hebrews wrote, 

For we who have believed enter that rest [the rest God has provided], as he has said, 'As I swore in my wrath, 'They shall not enter my rest,' ' although his works were finished from the foundation of the world.  For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: 'And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.'  And again in this passage he said, 'They shall not enter my rest.'  Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, again he appoints a certain day, 'Today,' saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, 'Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.'  For if Joshua had given them rest, God would hot have spoken of another day later on.  So then, there remains a Sabbath rest of the people of God, for whoever has entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. (Heb. 4:3-10)

While this text makes number of intricate points, some of its basic points are clear.  Just as God rested from His work on the seventh day, it is possible for people to enter that rest with Him – or not enter that rest, depending on whether they believe.  Moreover, it is possible to enter that rest “today” if a person does not harden their hearts.  And further, this Sabbath rest “remains” for the people of God.  In short, it seems that the glorious rest that God enjoyed on the seventh day is a rest that God's people will enjoy with Him in the future.  

But how do we know that?  What will it look like?  Revelation 21-22 gives us a glorious picture of a “new heaven and a new earth” with the holy city, new Jerusalem and the bride of Christ and the river of life and the tree of life.  You see, we are heading to a new creation.  Just as God created the first heavens and the first earth “very good” and rested in the glory of that creation, He will create the new heavens and the new earth and we will all rest in the glory of it.  And it will never end or pass away.  God will dwell with us and we will be His people and He will be our God, forever.  It will be a glorious reality.  As we come to the table, let us rejoice in the fact that Christ is the One who has made such a rest possible.  As we will see in the coming weeks, the good creation of God – specifically human beings – rebelled against Him and fell under His curse.  But in His grace, God sent His Son, through whom everything had been made, to redeem it.  That is what we celebrate.  We marvel at the glory of the first creation, and we long for the glory of the new creation.  Amen.  

�	Ken Mathews, Genesis (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1996),22.





