Today, our text is Genesis 2:4-25.  In many ways, this text is like our text last week – it deals with God's creation of the world, it has God as its main focus, and it takes place prior to the entrance of sin into the world.  That said, it also represents a shift of sorts from 1:1-2:3.  Though it obviously deals with the same subject matter as chapter 1, it has a different focus.  1:1-2:3 was concerned with “the heavens and the earth” - clearly dealing with the cosmos as a whole.  Beginning in 2:4, however, we have the order shifted to “the earth and the heavens” - seemingly indicating a shift in focus and emphasis as well.  Also, the beginning phrase of our text - “These are the generations of...” is a phrase that repeats itself numerous times throughout Genesis (5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10; 11:27; 25:12; 25:19; 36:1; 36:9; 37:2).  Each time, it introduces a new section, a new central character and a new set of stories.  In this case, the section runs from 2:4-4:26.  In that way, this text is connected more closely with the next two chapters than with the previous chapter.  

That said, however, the text is clearly closely connected with last week's text.  In particular, 2:4-25 is like a microscope fixed on day six of the Creation account in chapter 1.  The account in chapter 1 simply provides a general overview of the Creation, but the account in chapter 2 zooms in and gives us more details – details about the creation of human beings in particular.  

So, with that in mind, we can lay out the central point of this text as follows: AS THE SOVEREIGN LORD OF ALL THINGS, GOD CREATED HUMAN BEINGS TO OVERSEE THIS EARTH AND GAVE THEM EVERYTHING THEY NEEDED TO DO IT.  This is the main point of this section.  As we will see, its central focus – like last week – is God.  Though the text will tell us a great deal about the world and particularly about ourselves, it primarily reveals to us the character of God.  And it does this by showing us a series of actions carried out by God which we will look at in turn – seeing how those acts fit into the story as a whole and seeing how those acts reveal to us the character of God.  

I. God created the man (2:4-7).

After the introductory heading of verse 4, the text begins by setting the scene for us: “When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up – for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground” (2:5-6).  Now, at first glance, this might seem contradictory to chapter 1 because plants were made on day 3.  If this is day 6, why are there no plants?  This is not, however,  a contradiction because the plants talked about here are plants that spring up as a result of cultivation.  The vegetation created on day 3 was vegetation that bore its own seed (1:11-12) and did not need cultivation.  The sort of bushes and small plants of the field talked about in 2:5 were plants that needed to be cultivated – interestingly, plants that do not appear again until after the sin of the man and the curse of God in chapter 3.  

So while there is vegetation, there are certain plants that have not yet started to grow, because (according to the text) God had not sent rain and because there was no man to work the ground.  So two problems are here presented: a lack of water and a lack of a worker.  The first problem, however, was not really a problem because the text makes clear that the ground was watered by a mist (or “springs”) coming up and watering the ground.  The second problem, however, needed to be remedied, and this description sets the stage for God's remedy in 2:7.  

After making clear that a man was needed to work the ground, we read of God's creation of man: “...then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature” (2:7).  This is essentially a three-part event.  First, God formed the man from the ground.  There is a wordplay that indicates the similarity between the man and the ground as the words sound very similar in Hebrew.  God created the man from the  very substance which he would care for – they are perfectly suited to each other.  Even so, just like everything else in the universe except God Himself, the man is a created being. He is not eternal but was created from a substance that had itself been created.  Second, God breathed the breath of life into the man's nostrils.  Without question, this is one signal of man's special place in the created order.  Though other creatures possess life, they are not given life in this intimate way.  And third, as a result of God's action, the man became a living creature.  Having been formed by God's hand and having received the breath of life, the man lives.    

And as we consider this reality, we must not forget the incredible declaration of chapter 1 – as God carried out this task of creating man, He created Him “in the image of God”: “Then God said, 'Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.  And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.'  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them” (1:26-27).  Once again, this is a reality that highlights man's special place in the creation because he alone is made “in the image of God.”  Interestingly, the text does not tell us what that means – though many have tried to define it over the years.  (Perhaps it is good that the text does not define it as some have attempted to do because we do not need to define it to know that every human possesses it).  Instead, it makes clear the central result of bearing that image – namely, man has “dominion” over the earth.  Man is a special creation – the only being to bear God's image.  And part of his special task (perhaps part of the image as well) is to exercise rule and dominion on the earth – as representatives of God, who has ultimate rule and dominion over all things. 

So the first thing that is clear from the text is that God created the man – he formed him from the dust and breathed life into Him.  And He did all this in such a way that human beings bore the very image of God.  Before we move on, we must recognize the importance of this reality.  First, as far as the narrative itself, this sets us up for the heinousness of the sin in chapter 3.  Adam and Eve did not just eat an apple, they rebelled against the very One who had made them.  Second, on a bigger scale, this explains our very existence as human beings.  We do not exist as a product of chance or evolution but as the special work of the sovereign God.  And third, on a personal level, this helps us view ourselves rightly.  On the one hand, we should not view ourselves too highly.   Like everything else other than God, we are created beings – we owe our entire existence to God.  Throughout the Scriptures, this idea of man being made from the dust is used to highlight our weakness, frailty and smallness – particularly in relation to God (Gen. 3:19; 18:27; Ps. 103:14; 1 Cor. 15:47).  Too often, we set ourselves up as the center of the universe and act as if we are gods.  But by nature, we are weak and frail, so we must be humble and entrust ourselves to God (Ps. 90).  The text reminds us we are dust.  On the other hand, we also should not view ourselves too lowly.  Unlike every other created being, man is made in the image of God and has the breath of life breathed into him directly.  And Genesis 5:3 makes clear that this image, though marred in many ways by our sin, is still present after the Fall.  We, as human beings, have a special, exalted place in the created order.  We are special simply by nature of being human – because humans were created in the very likeness of God.  Too often, we as humans – though we likely value ourselves too highly – do not value others nearly enough.  We murder 1 million unborn children every year and disregard those who are of no observable “use” to society – the old, the ill, the mentally and physically disabled.  But by nature, we are all specially formed by God Himself (Ps. 139:13-16), so we should value human life and take seriously our God-given responsibility and position.  God made the man, and that reality is critically important.  

II. God provided for the man (2:8-14).

The second thing we see very clearly in the text is that God provided for the man.  First, God created a place for the man to live.  In 2:8, we read, “And the Lord planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.”  So God gave the man a home.  The word “Eden” literally means “delight”, so simply by its name, we get the impression that this garden was in a good and luxurious place.  And as the text continues, that is exactly what we see.

Next, we read, “And out of the ground the Lord god made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food” (2:9a).  As God planted this garden, he brought forth every tree that was beautiful and every tree from which it was good to eat.  Once again, the picture is of the good God providing a wonderful place for His wonderful creation to live.  Interestingly, in speaking of the trees, we are also told that the garden contained two special trees: “The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (2:9b).  No doubt, this sets the stage for the events of chapter 3.  But we must take note of the fact that, from the beginning, the man was faced with two divergent paths: one of obedience to, and trust in, God that would bring life and one of selfishness and personal autonomy that would bring a type of knowledge but also the judgment of God – as we will see in a moment.  But, for now, the text is clear that this garden was a wonderful place that was amply supplied with beautiful, edible vegetation.  

Moreover, the garden was amply watered and surrounded by abundant natural resources.  The text says, “A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers.  The name of the first is the Pishon.  It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.  And the gold of that land is good, bdellium [“aromatic resin”] and onyx stone are there.  The name of the second river is the Gihon.  It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush.  And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria.  And the fourth river is the Euphrates” (2:10-14).  The river which watered the garden was evidently a grand river that could then divide into four rivers.  And the land through which the rivers flowed was rich and well-stocked with valuable resources.  

Clearly, the picture given of this garden in Eden is a picture of abundance.  God created the man and placed him in a wonderful place where all of his needs were sufficiently met.  Once again, before we move on, we must pause to grasp the significance of this.  First, with regard to God, this highlights his incredible goodness.  As the sovereign authority, God could have placed the man wherever He wanted, but the kindness of God is displayed in the beauty and splendor of this garden.  Second, just like God's creation of man, this also sets us up to truly understand the horrible nature of Adam's sin in chapter 3.  It was not as if Adam and Eve rebelled against a harsh dictator.  They rebelled against a God who had given them this.  It was an act of pure self-will.  It was not as if Adam needed anything because God had provided for him.  And third, on a personal level, this reminds us that God has shown the same kindness to us in providing for us.  Scripture bears abundant witness to the faithful provision of God.  Ps. 104:14-15 says, “You [God] cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate, that he may bring forth food from the earth and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face shine and bread to strengthen man's heart.”  Acts 17:25 declares that God “gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.”  1 Tim. 6:17 says that God “richly provides us with everything to enjoy.”  Just as He was for Adam, God is our faithful provider and we should praise and honor Him appropriately.  As we take a breath, and put on our nice clothes and drive home in our nice cars and eat our good food and live in our nice houses, we should praise our Maker who has met our every need.  He did it for Adam, and He has done it for us.  

III. God commanded the man (2:15-17).

The next thing we see that God did, according to the text is that He commanded the man.  Foundationally, we see God making clear that He is in authority over the man, and we see this demonstrated in two distinct ways.  

First, God gave the man a specific task – to “work” and “keep” the garden - “The Lord took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it” (2:15).  Man was not put in this wonderful garden to just sit around but to carry out a specific task.  In the words of chapter 1, Adam was supposed to “fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth” (1:28).  And even more specifically, we see here that the man's task was to care for, protect and oversee the garden.  Interestingly, we can better understand Adam's initial task by knowing that the words used for Adam's task - “work” and “keep” - are the same words used most often for the job of the Levites with regard to the tabernacle.  Adam's task, in many ways, was like that of the Levites.  They both were to take care of the place in which God would dwell with His people.  God demonstrated his authority by giving the man a task to do.  

Second, God gave the man a clear and definite boundary - “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, 'You may  surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die'” (2:16-17).  Here we see the authority of God demonstrated a bit differently.  After providing abundantly for Adam and giving him a specific task, God gave Adam a specific command: “Do not eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  And moreover, God made very clear the consequences of disobedience: death.  Here we see the first moral requirement placed on human beings.  Essentially, this was a test for Adam.  Having created and provided for the man, God gave him a choice to obey or disobey the Creator.  But even in giving the choice, God made clear that He was the authority – able to punish disobedience.  

Clearly, in this section of the text – as we have already said – the central issue is the authority of God.  God demonstrates His authority by giving Adam his task.  And God demonstrates His authority by giving Adam his boundaries.  Having already shown Himself to be Creator and Provider, God showed Himself as Ruler and Authority. 

And, once again, this is important for us to understand.  First of all, it reminds us once again of the goodness of God.  Even as he demonstrated His authority, the text clearly shows us God's kindness and goodness to the man.  First of all, God's demand was not unreasonable because he gave the man every other tree in the garden for food.  Moreover, it becomes clear from chapter 3 that the effect of eating the fruit was actually bad – it produced shame in Adam and Eve as they recognized their nakedness.  God was not withholding something good from His creatures, He was protecting them from something bad.  Second, this text makes clear that God's absolute sovereignty and authority does not cancel our own responsibility.  God allows us to make choices that have real, genuine consequences.  Throughout the Bible, from Genesis 3 onward, the blame for what is wrong with the world is always laid at the feet of those who disobeyed God and never at the feet of God.  As human beings, God gives us a choice to follow Him or reject Him.  Sadly, as we will see next week, our ability to choose was terribly affected by Adam's first choice.  But, nevertheless, we as human beings are responsible for our decisions.  Just like with Adam, God is our authority, and we must decide if we will submit to Him or not.  But we must understand, just like with Adam, that because God is our authority, He can (and does) punish disobedience.  And third, just like the rest of this text, this prepares us for the sin of chapter 3.  Adam was not ignorant.  He knew the command of God as well as the consequences of disobedience.  And he still chose to disobey.  

IV. God created the woman (2:18-25).  

The final thing we see God do in the text is create the woman.  Once again, as has been the theme throughout this chapter we see the good God providing good things for the man He has created.  After creating him, God provided for his physical needs and then gave him a clear task and clear boundaries, and now God gives him the woman.  But the creation of the woman is not immediate.  Rather, there is a process that results in her creation, so we will look at the process – which contains a number of instructive points itself. 

First, the text says, “Then the Lord God said,' It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him'” (2:18).  Interestingly, in the midst of everything else being good, God saw one thing that was not good – the man was alone.  Why is this “not good”?  No doubt we could come with plenty of our own reasons, but based on what the text has already said, we can at least infer that it was not good for man to be alone because it would have been impossible for him to carry out the task God have given him – particularly of filling and subduing the earth.  Adam could not do this by himself.  God recognized this and declared His intention to make Adam a suitable helper.  

Interestingly, the next thing God does is not create the woman but bring all of the animals He had formed to Adam so that Adam could name them.  We read, “So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call  them.  And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.  The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field.  But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him” (2:19-20).  So God brings the animals to Adam, and Adam names them – an act of authority in which the one who has been made in the image of God begins to rule as the representative of God.  But this naming is not merely a demonstration of Adam's authority but a means of demonstrating that none of the animals will be suitable helpers.  No doubt, God knew this would be the case, but now Adam knows it as well.  His suitable helper will not come from the animal kingdom – it must come from somewhere else.  Indeed, as the text shows, the helper comes from Adam himself.  

We go on to read, “So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.  And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man” (2:21-22).  God made a suitable helper for Adam by taking some of Adam's substance and fashioning it into a woman.  Then, in culmination, God presents the woman to the man – the last of the good gifts God gives him in this text.  And, clearly, Adam is pleased: “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man” (2:23).  Adam responds to this gift with exultant praise.  He now has a suitable helper – one who is like him because she was made from him and who then can help him because she is like him.  

And the text actually closes by highlighting that this was not just a chummy friendship between the man and the woman.  Rather, this was the first marriage: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.  And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed” (2:24-25).  Not only did not create a helper suitable for Adam, but He put them together in a husband-wife relationship.  This was not just a co-laborer but a lover and one with whom Adam was “one flesh.”  

Once again, this section of the text is vitally important.  First of all, as we have seen throughout, it sets us up completely for the utter heinousness of the sin in the garden.  The one given by God to be Adam's helper actually serves as the source of temptation to him.  Second, this gives us a proper view of gender and sexuality.  Male and female are not categories that we as human beings came up with.  God made human beings both male and female.  And one of the sexes is not superior to the other.  The woman is suitable to the man – meaning that she is like him.  She is made of the same substance and in the same image.  They are equal.  That said, they are clearly different in a variety of ways.  Obviously, they are different sexually so that the task of filling the earth could be carried out.  They are also different in their roles.  The woman was created as a “helper” to Adam.  Adam is never portrayed as a helper to the woman in this text.  No doubt, he helped her in a variety of ways but his fundamental role is as leader.  And her fundamental role is as helper.  Paul highlights this in 1 Cor. 11:7-9 - “For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man.  For man was not made from woman, but woman from man.  Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.”  Paul goes on to make clear that the man cannot exist independent of the woman because is born from her, but nevertheless there is a clearly defined order of creation in which earthly authority and leadership is to rest with the man and not the woman.  1 Tim. 2:12-13 makes the same point: “I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet.  For Adam was formed first, then Eve.”  Clearly, though man and woman are equal as image-bearing creations of God, they are assigned different roles.  Third, this section helps us see the normative pattern of marriage.  Based on the “therefore” of verse 24, we can say that Adam and Eve's marriage was meant to be a paradigm-setter.  The way in which the God-given task of filling and subduing the earth and, more immediately for Adam and Eve working and keeping the garden, was to be carried out was through a faithful relationship between one male human being and one female human being.  Bestiality is ruled out because God gave a woman.  Polygamy is ruled out because God gave one woman.  Homosexuality is ruled out because God gave a woman and not a man.  Adultery (even lust in the mind according to Jesus, Matt. 5:28) is ruled out, as Paul made clear (1 Cor. 6:15-16) because God made them one flesh.  And divorce is ruled out because, as Jesus made clear (Matt. 19:6), God joined them together and man should not separate that.  Clearly, this small text has enormous implications for us.  

[Let me note here that I recognize that the fall of Genesis 3 has grievously affected these norms as set out in Genesis 2.  I cannot qualify every circumstance here, but I do recognize that there seem to be legitimate grounds for divorce in Matt 19 and 1 Cor. 7.  While recognizing that, I think Jesus' words in Matt. 19 still support the reality that divorce was not the intention and is a result of the Fall into sin – just like bestiality, polygamy, homosexuality, and adultery.]

Application

As we have walked through the text, we have made some brief applications based on each specific section of the text, but as we close, I want to point us to some other, more general applications as well.  

1) This text highlights the incredible kindness and goodness of God.

Throughout this text, the kindness and goodness of God is on full and clear display.  The entire chapter consists of God creating the man and then blessing him with an avalanche of good things.  We cannot read this text without seeing the character of God toward His people in all its glory.  And as we consider this, we must apply it to our own lives and our own relationship with God.  As God's special creature, made in His image, He loves you.  Particularly if you have trusted in Christ, you are God's child, and He loves you.  1 John 3:1 says, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.”  And 1 John 4:15-16 says, “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.  So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.”  God loves His people – it was true of Adam, and it is true of us.  This should radically affect our attitudes, our behaviors and our entire way of life.  

2) This text points us to the ultimate goal of all things. 

Much like we saw last week, this text gives us a glimpse of what the future glory will be like.  Interestingly, in Rev. 21-22, many of the same elements are present – the people of God, a great river, the tree of life, precious stones, perfection and – most centrally – God Himself dwelling with His people.  In the garden, in Genesis 2, there was no sin, no suffering, no pain, no tears – even in work, and it will one day be like that again.  In fact, it will be even better.  Rather than marriage between men and women, there will be marriage between Christ and His Church.  There will no longer be anything like the tree of the knowledge of good and evil to tempt us.  There will be unending, uninterrupted glory.  And this text hints at that.  

3) This text points us to Jesus Christ. 

Finally, as we prepare to come to the table, we must highlight, albeit briefly, the numerous ways in which this text points us to Jesus Christ.  First of all, in a very specific reference, the institution of marriage in 2:24 points us to Jesus Christ. We know this because Paul quotes this verse in Ephesians 5:31 and then declares, “This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.”  Why did God decide to institute marriage in Genesis 2?  He could have created the woman to help the man and not put them together in marriage.  So why did He do it this way?  According to Paul, it was so that there would be a visible picture on the earth of the otherwise invisible relationship between Jesus and His people.  The relationship between Jesus and His people is so closely intimate that they are described as “one body” with Christ as the head (1 Cor. 12; Eph. 4). What sort of human relationship do we know of that is that intimate?  Marriage.  And that is the case because God created marriage to point to Christ and the Church.  Adam was supposed to show everyone who came after him just how much Christ loves the Church by his love for his wife.  And husbands today are supposed to do the same thing.  Eve was supposed to show everyone who came after her what joyful submission to Christ looked like by her joyful submission to her husband.  And wives today are supposed to do the same thing.  It is easy to look at Genesis 2 and celebrate marriage (as we should) but then stop as if marriage is the ultimate.  But amazingly, of all the things from Genesis 2 that reappear in Rev. 21-22 as part of the ultimate new heavens and new earth, marriage between men and women is not one of them.  The point of earthly marriage is not earthly marriage but the One glorious heavenly marriage between Christ and His Church.  This text, in recounting the very beginning of earthly marriage, points us to that ultimate marriage. 

Second, this text points us to Christ in a more general way.  It does this by telling us what life was like before sin entered the world.  Specifically, it points us to the incredible reality that God actually had personal fellowship with his creation.  In Genesis 3, we see God walking in the garden – presumably something He did regularly.  Throughout Genesis 2, God is personally interacting with the man in such a way that His actual presence seems to be a reality.  But in Genesis 3, as we will see next week, this is radically changed.  After they sin, the man and woman are cast out of God's paradise and away from God's presence.  This is the reality that dominates the rest of the Bible.  The people of Israel knew God's presence, but they were still separated from Him by the tabernacle and temple – specifically, by the curtain that covered the Holy of Holies.  But God promised them something more.  He promised that Immanuel (“God with us”) would come (Isa. 7:14).  And He promised that He would dwell in the midst of His people once again (Ezek. 37:26,28).  But how would this happen?  It happened through Jesus Christ who was Immanuel (Matt. 1:23; see also John 1:14).  He was God in our midst.  At his death, the curtain of the Temple was torn in two – making clear that God's presence with men was a reality once again (Matt. 27:51).  Now, by the grace of God and faith in Christ, God can dwell in our very hearts in the form of the Holy Spirit, and there is coming a day, as Rev. 21-22 make clear, when the full presence of God with His people will be a reality again.  The Spirit is guarantee of that day.  And it is Christ who makes it possible.  

And finally, also in a more general way, it is through Christ that the full image of God, in all of its glory, is restored.  As we have seen, when God created the man, He created the man in His image and likeness.  This was a glorious reality, but it was a reality that was terribly marred by the fall of Genesis 3 – as we will see next week.  The creature who was made in God's likeness is now hardly like Him at all – at least in holiness and in conformity to the central task God gave him.  Though the image is still there, it is terribly marred by sin.  As Genesis 5 makes clear, Adam passed on his image and likeness (i.e. the image of God) to his son, Seth, but that son also died.  By his sin, the first image-bearer (Adam) brought sin and death into the world.  But now, a new image bearer has come in the person of Jesus Christ.  Paul says, “He is the image of the invisible God” (2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:15).  And the author of Hebrews says, “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature”  (Heb. 1:3).  Jesus was the second image-bearer, and He did not mar or pervert the image through sin.  Instead, he perfectly obeyed the Father and perfectly carried out the task given to Him by His Father (unlike Adam).  Ultimately, he died, rose from the dead and ascended into heaven.  And now, by repenting of sin and trusting in Christ, we are being transformed into the image of Christ.  Paul told the Romans, “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers” (Rom. 8:28-29).  God has predestined us to be conformed to the image of Christ.  In 1 Cor. 15:48-49, Paul also writes, “As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.”  Through Jesus Christ, the perfect image of Genesis 2 – which has now been marred by sin – is being restored.  

Ultimately, in all of these things, the text of Genesis 2 points us to Jesus Christ by reminding us that the only way we can get back to the beauty and blessing and glory of this chapter is through Jesus Christ.  The glory of Genesis 2 will be a reality again.  In fact, the glory of Genesis 2 will actually be surpassed.  But the only way that will happen is because Jesus Christ has made it so.  The way we get back to what we lost is by way of Jesus Christ.  If you do not know Him, there is no reason for you to have any hope about the future.  God's wrath remains on you.  But if you turn from your sin and trust in Christ, you will be saved.  And you will have a place in the regaining of paradise at the end of all things.  And if you already know Christ, rejoice in Him.  As we come to the table for communion, rejoice in the fact that Genesis 2 is not gone forever.  Glory awaits us, and it awaits us because of Christ.  Let us rejoice in Him together.  Amen.  

