Today, we continue our walk through Genesis by looking at 25:19-28:9.  As a whole, this section continues the story of Abraham's family by focusing in on Isaac and his children, Jacob and Esau.  It shows us how the promises of God were transferred from Abraham to Isaac and then from Isaac to Jacob.  Even on the most basic level, the story is interesting and captivating because the family is so dysfunctional.  It is amazing to read these stories and see just how messed up the early patriarchs, and their families, were.  However, on a grander level, these stories are instructive and encouraging because the power and grace of God are so abundantly clear.  Just as we have seen throughout the rest of Genesis, these stories are not just entertainment.  They actually teach us about God and His ways as well as ourselves.  If we can understand them correctly, we will learn a great deal.  So let us look at the central points of this text together.  

I. God is faithful to His promises, and His plans are sure.  

As we have seen throughout Genesis, these chapters show us once again that God is faithful to His promises.  Specifically, God had promised Abraham that Isaac would be the chosen, God-appointed heir (Gen. 15:2-4; 17:15-19; 18:9-14; 21:12).  And throughout our text today, we see this reality coming to pass.  Isaac is consistently help up as the true, God-appointed heir.  He truly is the “chosen one” - “Abraham, Jr.” if you will.  The same things that were true of Abraham are true of him.  First of all, God miraculously provides children for Isaac – ensuring that his offspring is continued and multiplied (25:19-28).  Second, God makes the same promises to Isaac that He made to Abraham regarding land, offspring, and blessing (26:1-5).  Third, God blesses Isaac even in the face of his own sin of lying to Abimelech about his wife (26:6-13).  Just as God used the situation to protect and bless Abraham, He also used it to protect and bless Isaac.  Fourth, Isaac battles with the people of Abimelech's land over wells until the Lord finally provides room and space and peace for him in the land (26:14-22).  The reason this peace over the wells is so significant is because it demonstrates the patriarchs (Abraham and Isaac) occupying and settling the land just as God promised.  Fifth, God brings Isaac to Beersheba where he settles and worships the Lord (26:23-25).  Sixth, God gives Isaac peace and prosperity in the land through his treaty with Abimelech 26:26-33).  

In all of these situations, Isaac follows almost exactly in the footsteps of His father, Abraham.  But the significance is not found in what this says about Isaac or Abraham but in what it says about God.  The point in this startling similarity is that God is carrying out the plan He began with Abraham.  He is doing exactly what He said He would do.  He had promised to multiply Abraham's offspring, and now that was happening.  He had promised to give Abraham's offspring the land, and now that was happening.  He had promised to bless Abraham's offspring, and now that was happening.  He had promised to bless those who blessed them and curse those who cursed them, and now that was happening.  The similarities between Abraham and Isaac are a testament, ultimately, to the faithfulness and consistency of their God.  The process was long and slow, but God kept doing what He said He would do.  Despite any and all appearances to the contrary, the promises were kept and the plan endured.  The favor and promises of God assured the blessing of Isaac – in spite of everything else – and guaranteed His success.  

As we step back and consider this incredible declaration about God, we must recognize that God is the same today as He was then.  God is still faithful to His promises.  His plan is sure and it is being carried out.  To us it may still appear long and slow, but God is doing what He said He would do.  Despite all appearances to the contrary, God is keeping His promises and His plan is enduring.   Moreover, it is the same plan that was being carried out in Genesis.  You see, there was some initial, immediate fulfillment of God's promises in Isaac but greater fulfillments came later as God multiplied the nation of Israel and gave them the land as their possession (Josh. 21:43-45; 23:14).   And now there is even greater and grander fulfillment of the promises in the person and work of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 1:19-20; Gal. 3:16).  The promise of numerous offspring is fulfilled in Jesus Christ who makes everyone who believes a child of Abraham.  The promise of land is fulfilled in Jesus Christ who is establishing a kingdom that will cover the whole earth – a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  The promise of a great name is fulfilled in Jesus Christ who has been given a name above every name so that at that name every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord.  And the promise that all the nations will be blessed is fulfilled in Jesus Christ who has made a way for Gentiles to be part of the people of God along with Israel.  And, in the future, there will come a day when these promises are fully, totally and completely fulfilled.  There will be a day when the people of God will be too numerous to count, and they will come from every nation, tribe, people and language.  There will be a new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells – a glorious “Promised Land”. - In the grandest senses of the words, God will bless those who bless His people – eternally – and curse those who curse His people – eternally.  

In the life of Isaac, God was faithfully carrying out the plan He had established before Isaac was ever born.  And we should realize that, even today, God is still faithfully carrying out the plan He established and put into place long before we were ever born.  We can trust the Lord because we have numerous examples like our text today that remind us He is faithful to His word.  There is no need for us to worry.  In the past, He did what He said He would do.  In the present, He is doing what He said He would do.  In the future, He will do what He said He would do.  This is wonderfully encouraging.  We should trust the God who is faithful and sure and true.  Nothing can (or will) thwart His plans.  

II. God is sovereign over all things. 

The second reality we see in this text is that God is absolutely sovereign over all things.  First of all, God miraculously provided children for Isaac and chose to bless the younger of the two before they were ever born (25:19-28).  Just like we have seen with Ishmael and Isaac (and we will see with Jacob's own children), the firstborn did not receive the blessing and the promises.  God chose the younger son to be preeminent over the older son.  And this choosing was based entirely on the will of God rather than on any actions (even foreseen actions) either child would do.  Paul writes that “when Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our forefather, Isaac, though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad – in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of his call – she was told, 'The older will serve the younger.'  As it is written, 'Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated” (Rom. 9:10b-13).  According to Paul, God wanted to make clear His sovereignty – that is, His ability to do what He wants how He wants with whom He wants.  Jacob was chosen because God wanted to choose him.  This is the sovereignty of God on full display.  He does what He pleases, and no one can stop that or transcend that.  

Secondly, we see the sovereignty of God in the fact that He gives the blessings and promises to Jacob  in spite of, and even through, Jacob's scheming and lying (25:29-34; 27:1-40).  Jacob exploited his brother's hunger to gain the birthright and deceived his father to gain the blessing.  Clearly, he is held up as a scheming, deceitful character.  Nevertheless, God does what He promised: He gives the promise and the blessing to Jacob.  He allows Jacob to exploit and lie and deceive, and He uses those sinful circumstances to accomplish His will.  The point here is not to encourage us to imitate Jacob – or even not imitate Jacob.  Rather, the point of this story is to demonstrate that God's purposes are carried out no matter what.  He is sovereign, and His plans and purposes are not dependent on anyone (even His people) or anything (like the perfect obedience of His people).  Rather, His plans and purposes rest on Him.  He is sovereign, and He can carry out His will even in the midst of (and through) sin and wickedness – even the sin and wickedness of His chosen people.  

Finally, we see the sovereignty of God on full display when Jacob decides to flee Esau's wrath and go to Paddan-aram (27:41-28:5).  Though this seems like nothing more than an underhanded attempt to avoid the revenge of Esau, it soon becomes clear that God is using this circumstance to even further bring about His plan.  God uses this circumstance to protect Jacob, so that the purposes of God can be accomplished.  Moreover, as he leaves, Isaac passes on the promised blessings of God to him – officially making clear his place as the chosen one of God.  And through this circumstance, God is putting Jacob together with Leah – through whom ultimately the promised line of Judah will come.  Even Jacob's flight for his life happened under the sovereign, directing hand of God.  Once again, the sovereignty of God is on full display.  

As we step back and consider this reality, we can see very clearly that in the midst of all the craziness in this text (Jacob and Esau struggling in the womb, Jacob exploiting his brother's hunger for the sake of the birthright, and Rachel and Jacob deceiving Isaac and backstabbing Esau, and Esau marrying people just because it will anger his parents), God's will was accomplished.  The sovereign power of God transcended anything and everything that appeared to challenge it.  Nothing could stop God or His plans.  He did exactly what He wanted, and He was constrained by no one and no thing – except His own purposes and plans.  

And just as we saw with the previous point, we must remember that God is the same yesterday, today and forever.  Just as He was in Isaac's day, God is still sovereign in everything He does.  He is in control of all things, and He works out everything according to the counsel of His will.  On the one hand, this is extremely encouraging for God's people because it reminds us that God's will is ultimate.  He is the captain of this ship, and He is taking it where He wants to take it.  That means we can have confidence that even when it seems like everything is going crazy, He is in control.  We can have confidence that even the  scariest and most frustrating circumstances imaginable cannot thwart God's plan and and purpose.  It is also encouraging because it reminds us that God is able to do His will and accomplish His purpose even in the face of our sin and failure. I pray that this will not motivate you to live however you want, but you should recognize that God is able to use us and work through us even when we sin.  His sovereignty is not limited by our foolishness or our failures.  You can rest easy in the reality that God can use (and actually delights in using) broken vessels to do His will.  But this reality is also extremely humbling to us because it reminds us that God's blessing is based not on what we do but on what He does.  God's promises (and, in turn, our blessing) rest not on our works but on His call and His mercy and His compassion.  This means we have no room for boasting and we are no better than anyone else.  All that we have and all that we are has come entirely from His sovereign will and His sovereign choice.  We truly are nothing except what God makes us.  And we truly have nothing except what God gives us.  He is sovereign over all things.     

III. We should walk in faithful obedience.  

A third thing we see in this text is that we should walk in faithful obedience.  More specifically, we see what it actually means to walk in faithful obedience.  First of all, it means being holy and pursuing heavenly things instead of earthly things.  Throughout our text, Esau is held up as a person who is not to be emulated.  First, he was willing to sell his birthright for a simple bowl of stew (25:29-34).  Moreover, after Jacob takes the birthright and the blessing, he seeks vindictive revenge against Jacob (27:41).  We also see him marrying pagan women who brought grief to his parents (26:34-35; 28:6-9).  The text itself does not tell us about his motives in all of  this, but Heb. 12:16 tells us he was sexually immoral and unholy.  Evidently, his marriages to the Hittite women involved immorality.  Without question, he took multiple wives which would have qualified as such.  And the word translated “unholy” actually involves an unhealthy preoccupation with the temporary things of this world which are passing away.  This reality makes sense of Esau's behavior.  By despising his birthright, he was showing that he did not care about the most important realities.  The birthright and blessing were most likely linked in some way, so he was also showing his disregard for the grand blessings and promises that God had made to his father and grandfather.  Even though Jacob sought the blessing and birthright in a deceptive, sinful way, he at least saw them as things worth having.  Esau did not care about honoring the Lord or pursuing the things of God.  By his negative example, he points us to the reality that we should set our minds on things above.  Rather than being “unholy” like Esau, and caring more about the temporary, passing things of this world, we should focus on that which matters and will last and is most important.  As Paul told the Colossians, “If...you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of god.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth” (Col. 3:1-2).  Paul also described those who are enemies of the cross of Christ as those who have “minds set on earthly things” (Phil. 3:18-19).  We must be careful not to become enamored with food and drink and stuff.  We must not be like those who do not know God and are preoccupied by those things.  Our heavenly Father will meet all of those needs.  We are to be concerned with seeking first the Kingdom of God (Matt. 6:31-33).  Set your mind on things above.  That is what it means to follow God in obedient faith.  

Second, we see that walking in faithful obedience means taking heed to God's word and obeying it.  Most clearly, we see this in the fact that God tells Isaac not to go down to Egypt.  Isaac obeys, and in the stories that follow, He is wonderfully blessed.  God gave him clear instruction, and Issac obeyed.  He listened to the word of God.  As we consider this for ourselves, we may say that God spoke directly to Isaac and we would obey such direct commands as well if God gave them.  Well, the reality of the situation is that God has spoken just as directly to us by giving us His written word.  In fact, Peter calls the written, prophetic word “more sure” than the audible voice he heard on the mountain of Jesus' transfiguration (2 Pet. 1:26-31).  God has told us how we should act and live.  Faithful obedience to Him means reading His word, knowing His word and obeying His word.  We should take heed to it.  This is what it means to follow God in obedient faith. 

Third, our text shows us that we should live out our faith - acting and speaking as those who have trusted in God and in His word.  We see this demonstrated in our text by Isaac as he speaks blessings over both of his sons (27:26-29; 27:39-40; 28:1-5).  At first glance, this may seem like nothing but Heb. 11:20 declares, “By faith Isaac invoked future blessing on Jacob and Esau.”  According to Hebrews, Isaac uttered his blessings out of faith in God and what God had said.  He was confident that God would bring it to pass because God had promised to do so.  The declarations of God were not mere words to him.  Rather, the words of God were absolute and sure and worthy of absolute trust and obedience.  In the same way, our lives (our actions, words, etc.) should demonstrate a conscious, ever-present faith in God and what He has said.  Do our lives show any discernible difference from those who have no faith?  Would an outsider observe that our faith was being placed in the same things as those who do not know God (money, possessions, our own good works, family, etc.)?  Or would they observe that our hope and faith were in the One true and living God of the Bible?  Would they observe that our lives were shaped by the declarations of God's Word?  We should be acting out of our faith, and our faith should radically affect our actions.  This, also, is what it means to follow God. 

IV. Ultimately, we must trust the grace of God and the merits of another.  

Finally, the text shows us that we must trust the grace of God and the merits of another in order to gain God's favor.  Ultimately, if gaining God's favor rests on us, we will never obtain it.  It depends on something else.  First of all, we see this reality in the fact that the the blessing of God was transferred to Isaac because of Abraham's faithful obedience.  God told Isaac, “I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands.  And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws” (26:4-5).  According to God, Issac was blessed because Abraham obeyed.  The actions of one person brought about the irrevocable blessing of another.  In this way, Abraham was a type of Christ.  The very thing that Abraham achieved on a small scale – assuring the blessing of Isaac through his obedience – Jesus Christ achieved on a grander scale.  As Paul told the Romans, “one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for...men” (Rom. 5:18).  Moreover, “...by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:19b).  Just as Abraham's obedience brought blessing on Isaac, we need Jesus' perfect obedience if we hope to have the blessing of God.  We cannot achieve it on our own.  

And the reason we cannot achieve it on our own is because we are imperfect people who fail to live up to the righteous standard of God – just like Isaac and Jacob.  Both of these patriarchs are held up in the Scriptures as sinful, imperfect people.  And yet, despite their sin and imperfection, God blessed them.  In the end, they had to trust the grace and mercy of God because they were not worthy of God's blessing – the text makes that clear.  It intentionally holds up their failures so that we might recognize that the source of their blessing rests in God and not them.  As Paul told the Romans, God “passed over” their sins because He knew that Jesus would be put forward as a propitiation to take the punishment for the sins of Isaac and Jacob (Rom. 3:25-26).  God blessed them because He knew that Jesus would come to take the penalty for their sins.  Without that, there would have been no hope for them because, as we have seen, they were by nature no different than those around them.  They needed the grace of God, and He granted it to them – in Christ.  

In the same way, this text reminds us that we are in the same place.  First of all, as we saw, we need the obedience of someone else if we hope to be blessed because our obedience simply is not good enough it.  It is too imperfect.  Moreover, we also need some way for our imperfections and failures and sins to be covered.  On both ends of the spectrum, we need help.  We are not good enough to gain God's favor, and we are plenty bad enough to earn God's wrath.  It is our two-fold problem.  But, in His grace and mercy – just as this text hints at – God has addressed both of those problems in Jesus Christ.  First of all, Jesus lived a life of perfect obedience – fulfilling the righteous requirements of God's law.  Everyone who trusts in Him has the perfect righteousness of Jesus counted to them as if they perfectly obeyed the Law.  Secondly, Jesus died on the cross and took the wrath of God against sin – fulfilling the just and righteous requirement of the law once again.  Everyone who trusts in Him has their sins covered and taken away because Jesus took the punishment for them.  This is the glorious good news of the gospel, and it is the only hope for salvation.  

Conclusion

In light of this reality, I would call everyone here who has never repented of their sins and submitted to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior to repent and believe.  You can never be good enough to fulfill the righteous requirements of the law.  You need someone better than you to do it.  Moreover, God will not just overlook your sin.  You need someone to take the punishment for you or it will fall on you.  The person who can do both of these things is Jesus Christ.  Repent and believe, and you will be saved.  Jesus' perfect obedience will be counted to you, and your sins will be taken away by His blood.  You will be saved.  Moreover, God will pour out wonderful, eternal blessing on you.  You will have hope.  Repent and believe.  

And for those who have trusted in Christ, I would urge you to rejoice in the incredible grace and mercy of God.  Rejoice that the righteous requirements of the law have been fulfilled in you because of Christ.  Rejoice that God has made you part of His people and is carrying out His plan in, through and around you.  Rejoice that you have been rescued from the kingdom of darkness and transferred to the kingdom of light.  Rejoice that your destiny is sure and your future is certain.  And, because this has happened to you, go out of here and walk in obedience to the One who has rescued you.  Live in light of the faith you have.  Walk in faithful obedience and submissive trust.  Rejoice, trust and obey.  Amen.  

