Today, we come to the end of the book of Genesis.  As we will see, these final chapters point us to many of the same basic realities we have seen throughout this series while also calling us to respond rightly to the good and faithful and sovereign God.  

So, how does the book of Genesis close?  What does it teach us through the continued story of Joseph and his brothers?  

I. God is good to His people and works things out for their good (46:28-47:12).

The first thing we see very clearly in this final section of Genesis is something we have seen throughout the book as a whole: God is good, and He is especially good to His people.  This does not mean that He prevents anything bad or painful from happening to His people, but it does mean that He works all things out - ultimately - for the good of His people.  In the end, He blesses them.  As we reach the end of Genesis, we see this point made very emphatically in the life of Jacob and his family.  

First of all, we see God’s goodness in Jacob and Joseph’s reconciliation (46:28-30).  The same father who wept over the (supposes) death of his son so many years before now gets to see and hug that son once again.  The son who had not seen his father in over 20 years now weeps openly at getting to hug his father again.  Despite all of the pain and struggle and hurt and separation, Jacob’s family is reunited in the end.  God was gracious and brought the family together again.  

Second, we see God’s goodness in the fact that Jacob and his family end up getting to live in the best part of Egypt during the horrendous famine (46:31-47:12).  Because of Joseph’s influence and authority, Pharaoh was kind to the family and said, “Your father and your brothers have come to you.  The land of Egypt is before you.  Settle your father and your brothers in the best of the land.  Let them settle in the land of Goshen, and if you know any able men among them, put them in charge of my livestock” (47:5b-6).  And Joseph does exactly that: “Then Joseph settled his father and his brothers and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded” (47:11).  Why would Pharaoh be so kind to Jacob and his family?  Why would Pharaoh be so kind to Joseph?  Ultimately, we have to say that God was at work - providing for, and blessing, his people with these incredible blessings.  

In the end, Jacob and his entire, reunited family get to dwell in the best part of the land of Egypt - amply provided for and sufficiently cared for.  In fact, the text goes on to declare that they increased in wealth and possessions even in the midst of the terrible famine raging around them (47:27).  God was very good to His people - He cared for them and provided for them and blessed them abundantly.  Even though there were incredibly difficult times and seasons along the way, the goodness of God was abundantly clear in the end.  

II. God is faithful and keeps His promises (47:13-28; 49:29-50:14).

The second thing we see in this text is, once again, something we have seen throughout Genesis: God is faithful.  In particular, he is faithful to keep the promises He has made.  Though it may take awhile, and though there may be times where it seems like it will not be the case, God consistently proves himself faithful to do exactly what He said He would do.  In fact, this text shows us a number of God promises being at least partially fulfilled.  

First of all, God had promised long before that in Abraham’s offspring, all the nations would be blessed (12:3; 22:18; 28:14).  Though the future obviously brought the fulfillment of this promise on a much grander scale, we do see in our text today that Joseph (a direct offspring of Abraham) is the one who actually serves to save the lives of the Egyptians (47:13-26).  Through his God-given wisdom and administration, the people of Egypt were rescued from the terrible famine.  Joseph instituted a gradual plan by which the people were able to barter their money, possessions, and eventually themselves in order to get food and stay alive.  Though some might argue about whether Joseph’s actions were really a “blessing” to the people (because they end up as slaves in the end), it is clear from the text itself that the people were pleased and saw Joseph as a blessing (47:25).  In a very real sense, God used His people (in this case, Joseph) to bless “the nations”.  He did what He said He would do.  

Second, God had promised numerous times that He was going to bless His people and multiply their offspring (12:1-3; 26:2-5).  And He had explicitly made this promise to Jacob himself (28:13-15).  It should come as no surprise, then, to read in our text today: “Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen.  And they gained possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied greatly” (47:27).  Even in the midst of a horrific famine that was reducing everyone else to total poverty, God blessed and multiplied His people.  Once again, he did what He said He would do.  

Finally, we see the faithfulness of God on display in Jacob being brought back to the Promised Land to be buried.  When Jacob first got word that Joseph was alive, God had told him: “I am God, the god of your father.  do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation.  I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes” (46:3-4).  God promised to be with Jacob and bring him (meaning, presumably, him individually and “him” corporately - meaning Israel as a nation) back to the land.  And in our text today, we see that this is exactly what happened.  After Jacob blessed his sons, he died, and Joseph and his brothers together carried their father back down to Canaan and buried him with the family at Machpelah.  Just as promised, Joseph was there when Jacob died, and Jacob was brought back to the land in the end.  Once again, God did what He said He would do.  

III. God is sovereign and does what He pleases with whom He pleases (48:1-49:27).

The third point we see in this text is yet another that has come up throughout Genesis: God is sovereign.  In our text today, we see this demonstrated most clearly in the events surrounding the blessing of Joseph’s and Jacob’s sons (48:1-49:27).  Throughout these two chapters, we see the sovereign hand and judgment of God - mediated through the words and actions of Jacob.  

First of all, we see Jacob adopt the two sons of Jacob, Ephraim and Manasseh, as his own sons (48:1-7).  The text itself is unclear about why this happens, but it becomes clear in Israel’s subsequent history that Ephraim and Manasseh are indeed legitimate heirs of Jacob along with his other sons.  They are included in the twelve tribes of Israel just as much as Jacob’s other sons.  In His sovereignty, God arranged for the future of His people to be carried on through 12 tribes - knowing that the Levites would not possess any land.  God did what He wanted to do in this situation.  

Second, we see the sovereignty of God on display in the fact that Jacob blesses Ephraim over Manasseh - even though Ephraim is younger (48:8-22).  Joseph tries to change this, but is rebuked by his father who makes clear that Ephraim is to be greater.  As we have seen throughout Genesis, a younger son is given prominence over an older son.  And the consistent reason for this seems to be that God’s sovereign choice might be clearly seen.  God sovereignly gave Ephraim preeminence, and the rest of Israel’s history bears this blessing out.  Joshua, who eventually leads the people after Moses dies, is from the tribe of Ephraim.  And after the kingdom divides in half, Ephraim becomes the dominant tribe in the northern kingdom of Judah.  

Third, we see the sovereignty of God on display as Jacob “blesses” his sons.  In actuality, Jacob’s blessing turns out to be a prophecy, and even a declaration, about the future destinies of many of his sons (49:1-27).  As we read this chapter, we quickly realize that though Jacob is speaking, God is really saying all of this.  To Reuben, He says, “You shall not have preeminence” (49:4).  To Simeon and Levi, He declares “I will divide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel” (49:7).  Of Judah, He declares, “to him shall be the obedience of the peoples” (49:10).  He says that Zebulun “shall dwell at the shore of the sea” (49:13).  He says Dan “shall judge his people” and “be a serpent in the way” (49:16-17).  He says “Raiders shall raid Gad, but he shall raid at their heels” (49:19).  And of Asher, He says his “food shall be rich” (49:20).  These are not just blessings but predictions and declarations.  It is clear that the sovereign God is declaring the destinies of these sons.  And that is totally right and just for Him to do.  God is sovereign, and He does what He pleases with whom He pleases.  

* We should respond to this God by trusting Him and His promises.

In light of all the things this text declares about God, it is fitting to ask, “How should we respond to him?”  Thankfully, the text gives us the answer to this question in the behavior of the central characters.  And, once again, the answer is one that has come up throughout Genesis: we should respond to God by trusting Him.  The only proper response to this sort of God is faith - we should believe the promises He has made and live lives that demonstrate that believe, and we should believe what He has said about Himself and live lives of obedience.

We see this demonstrated throughout the text this morning.  First of all, because He trusted the Lord, Jacob made Joseph swear to bury him in the Promised Land and not in Egypt (47:29:31).  Jacob knew that God had promised to give his family the land of Canaan, and he actually believed what God had said.  And because of his belief, he told Joseph to bury him in Canaan.  And later, also in faith, Jacob gives Joseph the land he took from the Amorites.  Once again, this is not merely a generous gift but a demonstration of faith.  Jacob believed that the people would go back to the land, so he gave the land to Joseph to possess.  Jacob believed what God had said about the land.  And we see that faith in action.  

We also see faith demonstrated in Jacob’s blessing of Joseph’s two sons (48:14-16,20).  In faith, Jacob declares, “...in them let my name be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth” (48:16).  This is not just wishful thinking on the part of Jacob but actual faith in God and His promises.  We know this because the author of Hebrews declares, “By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff” (Heb. 11:21).  Jacob really believed that God would keep His word and multiply his offspring.  We see it even in the prophecies about the other sons which seem to presuppose that the 12 sons have grown into a large people and nation.  Jacob believed what God had said about his children.  And we see that faith in action.  

We also see this demonstrated in the life of Joseph.  First of all, as we saw last week, Joseph refuses to take revenge on his brothers because of what he believed about God.  When the brothers fear Joseph’s wrath after Jacob’s death, he weeps before them and says, “Do not fear,  for am I in the place of God?”  As for you,  you means evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today” (50:19-20).  Joseph refused to take revenge on his brothers because he understood that God is the Judge.  It was because He trusted in God’s just judgment that he did not take revenge.  Moreover, he trusted the sovereignty of God that had taken the wicked actions of his brothers and used them for good.  In the end, Joseph did not feel the need to take revenge because he trusted in God and rested in God.  He demonstrated the faith we also should have.  

But we also see this faith demonstrated in Joseph’s final declaration to his brothers: “I am about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob.’  Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, ‘God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.’” (50:24-25).  Just like his father, Jacob, Joseph trusted God’s promise about the land, so he told his brothers to take his bones with them to the land.  Once again, this was true faith in action.  The author of Hebrews, once again, writes, “By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones” (Heb. 11:22).  Joseph believed, and that belief affected the way he lived.  

Conclusion: Genesis points us to Jesus Christ.  

So, as we come to the end of this text, and the end of the book of Genesis, we should take a moment to recognize how this all fits into the big picture.  Throughout Genesis, we have seen that God is the sovereign creator and Lord of all things.  He made them and they are His.  We have seen that human beings (the crowning achievement of God’s creation) rebelled against Him and destroyed themselves in the process.  We have seen that God is holy and punishes that sort of rebellion.  But we have also seen that God is gracious and merciful - instituting a plan to redeem the fallen Creation and fix what is so wrong with it.  We have seen as well that God is faithful to that plan (and the people it involves).  We have seen that He is powerful and good - able to work all things (even evil, sinful things) in such a way that His plan is accomplished.  We have seen, in short, that the sovereign, holy God of the universe is carrying out a plan to rescue this fallen, broken world.  And we have seen that the gracious, merciful God is working in this plan to rescue fallen, broken humanity.  

As we step back from Genesis and put it in its place in the big picture, we can see this on an even grander level.  As we saw, when God punished Adam and Eve, He also promised to send a seed of the woman to crush the serpent.  Then, when He called Abram to follow Him, He promised that in Abraham’s offspring, all the nations would be blessed.  And even in our text today, there is an interesting declaration about Judah: “Judah is a lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up.  He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?  the scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples” (50:9-10).  In the big picture, all three of these promises center on one man: Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  In the big picture, God was working to fix this world by sending Jesus into the world to live a perfect life and die on the cross and be raised from the dead so that whoever would trust in Him (like Jacob and Joseph trusted) would be rescued.  In the end, Genesis is the beginning of a story that culminates in Jesus Christ, and we fail to understand Genesis rightly if we do not understand that.  Genesis shows us that God is sovereign and powerful to do what He pleases, and the culmination of that power was Jesus Christ defeating sin and Satan and death.  Genesis shows us that God is faithful and cares for His people, and the supreme demonstration of that is His sending Jesus Christ to die and be raised and save people from their sins.  Genesis shows us that God works all things together for good for His people, and the supreme example of  that is God using the horrific sin of Jesus’ crucifixion to bring about eternal life and restoration and blessing.  Genesis ultimately points us to Christ.  May we praise him rightly.  

Communion

As we come to the table, I would urge you to examine your heart and see where you stand.  If you have never repented of your sins and trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior, then repent and believe.  This is your only hope to be rescued from the sin that Adam and Eve ushered into the world.  You are dead in your sins, and only Jesus Christ can make you alive.  Repent and believe.  

And if you have repented and believed, then rejoice in your savior.  Rejoice in the good and faithful and sovereign God who has rescued you.  Rejoice and then go walk in obedience and faithfulness to Him.  Amen.  

