Today we come to a very familiar part of Genesis: the Flood account.  This is a story that almost everyone knows – even if they have little knowledge of most other parts of the Bible.  It is also a story that is echoed in some form in almost every pagan account of the earliest days of the world.  It is a story that is shared, in some way or form, by almost everyone.  

That said, I would also argue that the story, though widely known, is not nearly as widely understood.  The pagan flood accounts, though they are similar in general, contain some very different details that radically alter the main point of the story.  And even in Christian circles, the story is often told with a decidedly “grace-filled” slant that focuses almost entirely on God's deliverance of Noah and how incredibly wonderful and joyous it must have been to ride in a boat with a bunch of animals for over a year.  And even among those who try to avoid such a skewing of emphasis, there is a still a tendency to miss some of the most central aspects of the story.  Overall, it seems that the story has become so well known that it has lost much of its power to change us.  Rather than being a life-giving declaration of the judgment, grace, power and faithfulness of God, the story is just a familiar tale that gets mentioned whenever there is a rainbow in the sky.  

But as we look at the story this morning, I hope we will see that this is an incredible story with great depths of meaning and connection.  First of all, within both the book of Genesis and the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible), this text really serves as a hinge between what has come before and what will come after.  On the one hand, this story is very closely connected with the first creation account in Genesis 1-2.  In essence, God “de-creates” the world because of sin and then “re-creates” it with Noah in the place of Adam.  On the other hand, this text introduces a number of realities that prepare us for things that will come later – particularly in the person and work of Moses.  Noah actually serves as a priest who offers sacrifices like the Levitical priests.  

Secondly, this text continues to reveal to us some of the central aspects of God's character as well as our own hearts and how we should relate to Him.  As we have seen over the last couple of weeks, this text continues to show the reality of the struggle between sin and God – particularly, between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman.  It also serves to highlight the reality that God will be victorious in this struggle.  In fact, if we could state the theme of the flood story in one sentence, we could say: Through His grace and power, God always accomplishes His purposes and plans, even in the midst of rampant sin and wickedness.  

So with that theme in mind, let us look at the text and see what it reveals about God, ourselves, sin and faith.  

I. God sees and punishes sin (6:11-13,17;7:4,10-12,17-24).

The first main point we see in this story is the reality of God's punishment of sin.  We continue to see the horrendous consequences of Adam's first sin worked out in the lives of his children.  As Steven showed us last week, “the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and...every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (6:5).  And was God was fully aware of this wickedness.  Notice how our text begins, “Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence.  And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth” (6:11-12).  God saw the corruption of the earth.  

And, in an action that we must take note of carefully, God responds to this corruption: “And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth” (6:13).  He reiterates this in 6:17 as He declares, “For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die.”  And in 7:4, he declares, “For in seven days I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.”  Because of His holiness and His wrath against sin, God decided to punish the wickedness of earth by destroying the source of that wickedness – the wicked people.  And He decided to do it by means of a universal, worldwide flood.  

And then, in a demonstration not only of His character but of His greatness and power, God carried out the promised judgment.  God's promises of judgment were not just empty threats.  The text declares, “And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth.  In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened.  And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights” (7:10-12).  God promised a flood, and a flood came.  And as the text makes clear, the flood accomplished everything God intended – the ground that He had cursed was completely submerged in water and every living thing that dwelt on that ground died (7:17-24).  God was faithful to His word, and He poured out His judgment on wicked, corrupt humanity.  

Before we move on, we must consider this reality once again.  If we think of the Flood story without thinking of judgment, then we have missed one of the central points of the story and, I would argue, we have not understood the story rightly.  As I mentioned earlier, this makes clear that, because of Adam's sin, something is terribly, radically wrong with the human heart.  No matter what God does, later generations always end up in the same place – sin.  Later in our text (8:21), we see that even the Flood does not change this because humans are still sinful.  And this account of the Flood reminds us – just like the Fall in Genesis 3 and the first murder in Genesis 4 – that God sees our sinfulness and our rebellion.  Moreover, He punishes sinfulness and rebellion.  I fear that this part of the story is not often highlighted because it is not liked but we must be faithful to point out: God sees sin and hates sin and punishes sin.  We cannot hide from Him, and we cannot hide our sin from Him.  God is holy – He cannot accept or condone sin.  And God is mighty – He can punish however He sees fit.  

This is a vitally important point because the rest of the Bible uses the story of the Flood to point us to another ultimate judgment in which all sin will be fully punished.  Jesus warned his readers that the coming of the Son of Man would be like the Flood because it would be sudden and surprising – catching many off guard and unprepared (Matt. 24:36-44).  Peter also warned those who scoffed at the delayed judgment of God by using the judgment of Noah's day to point them to the coming judgment by fire (2 Pet. 3:1-7).  The reason we must never forget that one of the main points of the Flood is God's holy punishment of sin is because – even though God promised never to judge with a Flood again – He has made clear that He will punish again.  That punishment will not be in the same manner as the Flood, but it will be like it in many ways.  Most centrally, it will be like it because “sudden destruction will come” upon those who do not know God and “they will not escape” (1 Thess. 5:3).  Judgment is real.  Punishment is real.  And the Flood story reminds us of that.  

II. God protects His people (6:14-16,18-21;7:1-3,16b;8:1-17).

But just as we have seen throughout the last few chapters of Genesis, the judgment and punishment of God against sin and sinners is contrasted by His amazing grace and love toward those who follow Him.  In the Flood story, this contrast centers on the person of Noah.  First of all, just as God saw the wickedness on the earth, we see that He saw the righteousness of Noah.  Our text tells us, “...Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.  These are the generations of Noah.  Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation.  Noah walked with God.  And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth” (6:8-10).  Later the text reiterates this point: “Then the Lord said to Noah, 'Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you are righteous before me in this generation” (7:1).  Just as God saw the wickedness, He also saw the righteousness.  Just as sin never escapes God's sight and knowledge, righteousness never escapes either.  God knows His faithful ones.  

And the contrast is heightened by the way God responds to Noah as compared to how He responded to the rest of humanity.  Recognizing the righteousness and blamelessness of Noah, God made a way for Noah to be rescued in the midst of the judgment.  First, He gave Noah clear instructions regarding how to build the ark (6:14-16).  He did not leave Noah to his own devices, but gave him all the information he needed.  Then, He told Noah exactly what to take on the ark (6:18-21; 7:1-3).  Once again, God made sure Noah, Noah's family, and the animals would be sufficiently provided for.  And as God did all of this, He made clear to Noah: “I will establish my covenant with you” (7:18).  God wanted Noah to understand this special relationship rightly.  He wanted Noah to recognize the stark contrast between God's attitude toward the wicked and His attitude toward His people.  

And just like God carried out His promised judgment, the text makes clear that He carried out His promised rescue.  First of all, after Noah and his family got in the ark, the Lord shut them in (7:16b).  And then, after the Flood destroyed everything that lived on the ground, and “the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days” (7:24), we read, “But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark” (8:1a).  We do not have time to examine this deeply but the structure of this text actually makes clear that this verse is the centerpiece of the whole story.  Even as He poured out judgment on sin, God “remembered” Noah.  This “remembering” is more than just calling to mind something that was forgotten.  God had not forgotten about Noah.  Rather, this “remembering” is God being faithful to the promise He had made.  When God “remembers” something or someone in the Bible, it means that He looks on them with favor and helps them (Ex. 2:24; 1 Sam. 1:19).  So God remembered Noah, and the text goes on to make clear how the Lord protected Noah and kept Him safe until every bit of the Flood had gone away (8:1-17).  God did exactly what He promised – He rescued Noah, delivering Him from the terrible judgment of the Flood.  

Once again, this is a vitally important point because of what it tells us about God and how He interacts with His people.  First of all, this is a reminder that sin and wickedness cannot and will not thwart God's plan for the world.  Though the serpent's seed were clearly alive and well and dominating the earth, God easily overcame them.  And it is clear from the story that God “restarted” the world with Noah.  Numerous parts of chapters 8 and 9 echo Genesis 1 and 2 – God's plan was still in place and being carried out in spite of the rampant wickedness that had consumed mankind.  This is encouraging because we can sometimes look around at our world and see nothing but sin and wickedness and despair and evil and be tempted to lose heart and lose hope.  But stories like this one remind us that God's plan will never fail.  All of the glorious promises and hopes and dreams that the Bible gives us are worth holding onto because they will be realized.  God's plans never fail.  

Moreover, even on a more personal level, this story is a continuing reminder of God's love and care for His people.  It is impossible to read the story of the Flood without marveling at God's love and compassion and care for Noah.  But the point of this story is not just “see how God loved Noah.”  Rather, the point is more personal - “see how God loves His people.”  Interestingly, as God sought to comfort the people of Israel through the prophet Isaiah, he pointed them to Noah: “'This is like the days of Noah to me: as I swore that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth, so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you, and will not rebuke you.  For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,' says the Lord, who has compassion on you” (Isa. 54:9-10).  The flood story reminds us that God loves us and cares for us.  Do you know God's incredible love and care for you?  Do you know the amazing reality that God is “for you”?  Zephaniah prophesied, “...he [God] will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing” (Zeph. 3:17).  Do you know that?  Jesus declared, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand” (John 10:27-29).  Do you know that security?  The love of God is glorious and real, and this story point us there.  

And even further, because of God's love and care, this story reminds us that God will preserve us and protect us – even in the midst of terrible trial.  It is important to note that God did not keep Noah from going through the Flood.  Noah still endured it, but God kept him safe through it.  Peter told his readers, “...if [God] did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly...then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment” (2 Pet. 2:5,9).  Notice Peter's reasoning: if God was able to preserve Noah and his family in the Flood, then He is able to rescue His people in the midst of trials.  This is a glorious reality with incredible relevance for our lives.  As we saw a few months ago, we will all suffer and experience trials.  Such trials test our faith and tempt us to despair, but the story of the Flood should encourage us and remind us that God can keep us – even in the midst of the worst suffering.  God cares for His people.  

III. Following God, and having faith in God, means obeying Him (6:8-10,22;7:5-9,13-16a;8:15-19)

Alongside show us the character of God toward sinful people as well as the character of God toward His own, righteous people, the Flood story also shows us the true nature of following God by giving us the example of Noah.  As we already saw, the text tells us that Noah was righteous and blameless (6:8-10), but it does not tell us what that looked like.  It does not mean that Noah was absolutely perfect and never sinned.  Rather, it seems to show that the natural bent and desire of his heart was to follow the Lord.  And by observing Noah's actions during the Flood story, we can quickly come to see what such a righteous, blameless life involved.  By observing Noah, we can see what it means to walk as a “righteous” and “blameless” person.  

So, how does Noah act in the story?  First of all, we can observe that he begins with faith.  Interestingly, the text does not speak of faith explicitly, and it would be easy to read the text and come away with a works-based salvation because it seems that Noah is saved because his works are righteous.  However, the author of Hebrews tells us more as he writes, “By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household.  By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith” (Heb. 11:7).  So according to that text, Noah's actions stemmed from his faith.  And if we look at the text, this makes sense, though it is not necessarily explicit.  God told Noah that the earth was going to be flooded, so he should build an ark.  Noah obviously believed God, and trusted God's words and built an ark.  Then, when it was time for the flood to begin, God told Noah to get on the ark.  Noah obviously believed God once again and trusted God's command and got on the ark.  So the first thing Noah shows us is that following God starts not with actions and works but with faith and trust.  

That said, though, Noah also shows us that true faith actually leads to actions and works.  If we pay attention as we walk through the text, we see a theme that comes up over and over again: Noah did what God commanded.  After God told Noah to build the ark, we read, “Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him” (6:22).  After God told him what animals to take with him, we read, “And Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him” (7:5).  The text goes on to say, “Of clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps on the ground, two and two, male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had commanded Noah (7:8-9).  Even after the Flood waters receded, and Noah knew the ground was dry, we read, 

Then God said to Noah, 'Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you.  Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh – birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth – that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.'  So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him.  Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by families from the ark (8:15-19).  

Even when the ground was dry and he had been on that boat for over a year, Noah did not leave until God commanded him to do so.  Noah obeyed the Lord.  He was righteous and blameless and “walked with God.”  His faith in the Lord produced obedience to the Lord.  

As we consider this example of Noah, it gives us a great example of what it means to follow the Lord.  First of all, it reminds us, as we saw earlier, that following the Lord is first and foremost a matter of faith.  Remember that the author of Hebrews tells us that Noah “became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.”  It is possible to seek to honor God by doing what He commands.  The problem is that such an attitude seeks to do this by ourselves and for our glory.  But God's plan is for us to trust Him and have faith in Him so that He might look great.  Obedience is first and foremost believing and trusting – God, and in turn, His word.  Remember Jesus answer to the Pharisees who asked, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?”  Jesus declared, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent” (John 6:28-29).  The first question is not “what do I do?” but “what (and who) do I believe?”  Noah believed, and so should we.  

But secondly, this story reminds us that true faith (the only kind that matters) will certainly and inevitably bring about obedience in our life and actions.  Our faith, if it is real, should produce active, passionate, faithful obedience.  If it does not, then it is not true, saving faith.  James highlighted this in his letter as he told his readers, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?  Can that faith save him?...faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead....You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone....For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead” (James 2:14-26).  In light of this text, and in light of Noah's example, we should examine our lives to see if our faith is producing appropriate obedience.  We should do this because, just like with Noah, true faith will produce obedience.  

In short, Noah's example helps us guard against wrong views of walking with God.  On the one hand, it reminds us that following God is never a matter of mere rule-keeping.  We must have faith or our works are useless.  On the other hand, it reminds us that following God means walking in faith-motivated obedience.  We should obey, or we might find that our faith was worthless all along.  

IV. We all need someone, like Noah but better than Noah, to gain God's ultimate, eternal favor (8:20-9:29).

The final point of our text comes in its final section (8:20-9:29) – a section that might, at first glance, seem disconnected and scattered.  What do Noah's sacrifice, God's blessing and covenant, and the sin of Noah and his sons have in common?  In short, they all point us forward to the ultimate seed of the woman who is our ultimate deliverer.  You see, it is tempting to read this story and wonder if Noah is the promised seed who will crush the serpent's head (Gen. 3:15).  Is Noah the promised one?  No.  But Noah does point us forward to that promised One in a number of ways.  

First of all, Noah offers a sacrifice that brings about God's favor – even on undeserving sinners, in spite of their sin (8:20-22).  The first thing Noah does after getting off the ark is build an altar and make a sacrifice to God.  No doubt this was an offering thanking God for His protection through the Flood.  But there was more involved than mere thanks.  The “burnt offering” was one of the offerings that atoned for sin in the Mosaic Law, and by calling this offering a “burnt offering” we see that atonement was involved here.  We also see this in the fact that God “smelled the pleasing aroma” and then vowed never again to curse the ground like He had.  He makes this vow even though the heart of man has not changed!  So what happens in this sacrifice?  Through the sacrifice of a “clean” (perfect, unblemished) sacrifice, the judgment of God is turned away from sinful, judgment-deserving people.  

Then, in response to this offering of atonement, God blesses Noah and commissions him with the same task as Adam (9:1-7).  He gives Noah dominion over the earth and tells him to be fruitful and multiply.   This truly is a “new creation” where the man is adequately provided for and given a clear task.  Then, in a new addition, God enters into a “covenant” with Noah (9:8-17) – vowing to never again destroy all life with a Flood, and giving the rainbow as a reminder of this promise.  In this first instance of “covenant” in the Bible, God reveals Himself as a covenant-making, covenant-keeping God.  This sets a pattern that will continue throughout the rest of the Bible in which God commits Himself to do certain things for certain people because He chooses to do so in order to bring about His sovereign purposes.  

And yet, even in the midst of these great developments, the text closes with a gloomy depiction of Noah and his son, Ham, disobeying God (9:18-29).  Just like he was provided for like Adam and given a task like Adam, Noah falls because of a sin related to a fruit like Adam.  He drinks himself into a stupor, and Ham sins by seeing his father's nakedness and doing nothing to remedy it.  Instead, he tells Shem and Japheth who cover up their father.  Upon his recovery, Noah curses Ham while blessing Shem and Japheth.  This strange, final story seems to have two main points.  First of all, it sets the stage for the continued struggle between good and evil.  The seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman are both still alive and well.  As early as next week, we will continue to see these two groups diverge and battle.  Second of all, this final section makes very clear that someone like Noah, but greater than Noah, is needed.  Noah is not the promised seed of the woman who will end the struggle by crushing the serpent.  There is another. 

And that reality is the final point of this text that matters for us.  You see, a person like Noah – but greater than Noah – has come, and His name was Jesus Christ.  Like Noah, he offered a perfect, unblemished sacrifice that takes away the wrath of God against sinful human beings.  Unlike Noah, “by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified” (Heb. 10:14).  And Like Noah, He has been the recipient of a covenant from God.  But unlike Noah, He “has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises” (Heb. 8:6).  And like Noah, He was “tempted as we are.”  But unlike Noah, He was “without sin” (Heb. 4:15).  The Flood story ultimately points us forward to Jesus Christ because it reminds us that the judgment of God that was poured out on the flood did not change the human heart.  We are all still objects of wrath by nature (Eph. 2:3).  But by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, we are born again and made alive together with Christ.  We are counted righteous and blameless like Noah, and we are equipped to walk in obedience as we are conformed to the image of Christ.  Just like Noah was rescued by the ark God devised for him, we are rescued by the “ark” of Christ.  As Peter told his readers, 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is eight persons, were brought safely through water.  Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. (1 Pet. 3:18-22)

Conclusion

As we come to the table then, we are once again pointed to Jesus Christ.  If you are here and you have never repented of your sins and trusted in Jesus Christ, flee from the wrath to come.  The Flood story reminds you that God sees sin, hates sin and will punish sin – not with a worldwide Flood but in eternal hell.  Flee from the wrath to come.  Do not be like the people of Noah's day and refuse the warning.  The ark is open and God is patiently withholding wrath – giving you time to repent.  

If you have repented of your sins and trusted Christ, rejoice in the deliverance you have experienced.  Continue to trust in your Deliverer, and walk in obedience to Him and His commands.  Amen.  

