Today, we will begin a series through the Gospel according to Matthew.  The first book in the New Testament, Matthew was written – as the earliest sources make clear – by the tax-collector turned disciple of Jesus (recorded in Matthew 9:9) whose name it bears. And, as the true title, also makes clear, it is “the Gospel according to Matthew”. Literally, it is an account of the “good news” from the pen of Matthew – the good news that Jesus came, lived, died, and rose from the dead. At root, this is what all four gospel accounts are: descriptions of the life and work of Jesus. Each of them tells the same story but from a different perspective and with a somewhat different purpose and focus. In Matthew, the account of Jesus' life is told from the perspective of a Jew who is making clear that Jesus was the promised Messiah of the Old Testament who came to bring the Kingdom of God by giving His life as a ransom for many. 

So, as we begin this series, we should keep in mind what sort of literature it is. This is history – claiming to lay out true, factual claims about Jesus. But this is not bare history; it is history intended to do something. It is a historical account intended to produce a response of faith in the one who reads it – faith that believes who Jesus is and does what He commands. Ultimately, the central questions we will confront every week in Matthew are: Who is Jesus and How should we respond to Him? The whole gospel answers these two questions. 

So, that said, we will begin by looking at Matthew 1:1-17. Matthew begins his account of the gospel with a genealogy laying out Jesus' family line. To us, this may seem strange, but to Jews, this sort of information was incredibly important. Everyone who was anyone could trace their genealogy, because genealogies established identity. And Matthew's genealogy is no different. The entire point of this list of names is clear: it was written to make clear that Jesus was the son of Abraham and the son of David and, as such, was the Messiah. Matthew's point in this genealogy is to make clear that the “Chosen One” of God who had long been promised had finally arrived, and His name was Jesus. 

So, let us begin by looking at the basic message of this text, and then close by looking at some particular applications we can draw from it. 

I. Jesus is inextricably linked with the Old Testament. 

The first thing this text makes very clear is that Jesus is inextricably connected to the Old Testament.  In short, it is impossible (or at least should be) to think about Jesus without some consideration of the Old Testament. 

On the one hand, there is a basic physical connection with the Old Testament. Jesus did not just appear in a vacuum – as if He had no relation to anyone who came before. He did not just fall from heaven in a flash of light or appear on a mountaintop out of the middle of nowhere. He was descended from the physical nation of Israel whose story is laid out in the Old Testament.  He is connected by basic, physical descent to the people of Israel. 

But even further, He is connected to the Old Testament by the much deeper and important reality that it leads up to Him. The point of this genealogy was not merely to prove physical descent but to connect Jesus to the story itself. The Old Testament is a unit that is connected by a common storyline – including a beginning, a crisis and the beginnings of a resolution. However, at the end of the Old Testament, the resolution is not complete at all. There is a sense that something more has got to happen – and the point of Matthew's genealogy is that something more has happened. Jesus continues the story, and Jesus makes sense of the story.  

In short, this genealogy makes clear that you cannot fully understand Jesus (who He was, what He did, and why He did it) without understanding the Old Testament story and connecting Him to it.  Likewise, you can not fully understand, and appreciate, the Old Testament (why it was necessary and what its purpose was) without understanding how Jesus relates to it and it leads up to Him.  The two are inextricably connected. 

II. Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah that was promised in the Old Testament. 

But Matthew's point is not merely to say that Jesus is connected to the Old Testament. His point is much bigger and grander than that. His point, as we mentioned in the introduction, is to say that Jesus is the long-promised, long-awaited Messiah of the Old Testament. 

How do we know this from our text in Matthew 1? We know it from the very first verse: “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” Though it includes many names, the central focus of this genealogy is to highlight Abraham, David, and the exile. Even the structure of the genealogy points us to those things because names are omitted to form three sets of fourteen. Why would Matthew do that? It seems to be so that he could focus our attention on beginning, end and hinges of the entire structure. It begins with Abraham and has hinges at David and the exile before ending at Christ. The point is to connect Jesus to the exile and to David and to Abraham. Even the final verse of our text sums this up nicely by highlights these key people and events: “So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations” (1:17). The highlights (and foci) of this genealogy are Abraham, David, the exile and Christ. 

You see, if you read through the Old  Testament, you will encounter the history of a nation – the nation of Israel. You will read about the way God took one man (Abraham) and used him – despite all odds and evidences to the contrary – to create a nation that was the dominant nation in the Middle East for a number of years (especially under the leadership of their greatest king, David). You will also read about the fact that that grand nation, especially once they grew strong, rebelled against the God who made them great and, as a result, were conquered and exiled from their land. And then you will read about the way the same God they had rejected came to them in mercy and grace and promised to restore them to a position of even greater glory than they had already experienced. This is the story you will read. 

And, as you read it, you will also come to see how – over a period of hundreds of years – God pointed His people not just to a future, glorious day of redemption but to a future, glorious Redeemer. Over and over again, God promised them that He would redeem them by sending a great and glorious King and Shepherd and Prophet and Servant to lead them and guide them and care for them and redeem them. In particular, God promised Abraham that through His “offspring” (“seed”), all the nations would be blessed (Gen. 22:17-18). And in particular, God promised David that he would have a son who reigned as King over God's people forever (2 Sam. 7:12-13). Israel took these promises to heart and made them a central part of her worship (Ps. 89:3-4; 132:11). They knew God would keep His word. And even when Israel was conquered and taken away into exile, God promised that a Branch would spring forth from the stump of David's tree that had been cut down. And He promised that this great King would have God's Spirit on Him and would gather the people together in glory (Isa. 11:1-16). 

And, as we look at Matthew 1:1-17, we realize that Matthew, as a Jew, knew those promises. Particularly as a Jew who had become one of Jesus' disciples and walked with him as He lived and ministered and died and came back to life, Matthew knew that the promises had come true! And He wrote this genealogy, at the very beginning of his account, to make clear that Jesus was the promised son of Abraham and the promised son of David and the One who would gather the exiled people again. He wrote this genealogy to make this clear point: the Messiah is here. The Messiah has come. 

* The realities contained in this genealogy have radical implications for our lives today. 

As glorious as it is to know that the Messiah has come, we still might say, “But how does that relate to me? How does that connect with my life? Does it matter for me?” The answer, clearly, is “Yes.” This text has profound implications for our lives. We will close this morning by looking at a few. 

1. God is faithful, and He keeps His promises.

The first, and most obvious, thing this text teaches is a point that we have seen in numerous other parts of the Bible – especially Genesis and Exodus. God always does what He says He will do. And whenever He says something will happen, it is certain that it will happen. He made promises to the people in the Old Testament, and He kept those promises. He told Abraham that the whole world would be blessed through His offspring, and that is happening. He told David that He would have a son who reigned forever as King, and that is happening.  God always does what He says He will do. And everything He declares is certain and true. 

This is crucially important for every one of us here because God has made promises to us as well. He has promised that everyone who calls on the name of Jesus Christ will be saved (Rom. 10:11-13). He has promised that whoever does not obey Jesus will never see life (John 3:36). He has promised (through Jesus Himself) that whoever comes to Jesus will never be cast out (John 6:37). He has promised that no one will come into His presence unless they come through Jesus (John 14:6). He has promised that all things work together for our good so that we are like Christ (Rom. 8:28-29). He has promised that He will provide all the material goods we need (Matt. 6:25-34). He has promised that we will be persecuted if we live a godly life in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 3:12). He has promised (through Jesus Himself) that Jesus will come to get us and take us to be with Him forever (John 14:3). He has promised that there will be a day when every one of your tears will be wiped away and death will be no more and your mourning and crying will end (Rev. 21:4). God has made promises to us, and this text helps us know and believe that He will deliver. 

2. God can use even the most wicked circumstances and people to bring about good.

One of the most astounding things about this genealogy is the prominent place it gives to so many terrible sinners and situations. These 17 verses are full of the names of people who sinned terribly. 

Abraham lied about his wife being his sister (twice) and slept with a concubine because he did not fully trust the Lord to do what He said. Jacob mercilessly took his brother's birthright and deceived his own father in order to receive the blessing of the first-born. Judah led his brothers in selling Joseph into slavery and slept with a prostitute. Tamar deceived her father-in-law into sleeping with her because she had been treated unjustly. Rahab was a prostitute and a Gentile.  David committed adultery and then had the woman's husband killed in war so that he could have her. Uriah's wife (Bathsheba) committed adultery with David. Solomon had a harem of 1,000 women and was led into idol-worship by some of those women. Rehoboam was an evil king under whose leadership God's people committed gross idolatry. Abijah was a wicked king who did not honor God. Asa, at the end of his life, took some of the gold items from the temple and sent them to Syria to get their help instead of trusting the Lord to help him. Joram killed all of his brothers when he became king so no one could challenge him and then proceeded to be a wicked king who did not follow God. Uzziah, in his pride, attempted to offer incense on the Lord's altar (though he was not the appointed priest) and was struck with leprosy. Ahaz was a wicked king who actually burned his sons as sacrifices to a false god. Manasseh was a terribly wicked king who also burned his son as an offering to a false god. Amon was a wicked king who did not honor the Lord. 

Amazingly, this “All-star” team of sinners did not prevent the Lord from doing what He wanted and what He promised. God was able to work through, in the midst of, and – in some situations – even in spite of, the wickedness of the world and the wickedness of people. He did not need perfect circumstances or perfect people in order to accomplish His purpose. In fact, in a number of instances, God used situations to transform and redeem some of the very sinners we just mentioned. Through their many weaknesses and sins, God transformed them into people who trusted Him and glorified Him. Abraham, in spite of his many weaknesses and failures, believed God and became the father of many nations. Jacob, in spite of his deceitfulness, wrestled with God and was transformed into the one after whom God's people took their name: Israel. Judah, though he stumbled along the way, became a bold and caring leader of his family and was given preeminence over his brothers. Rahab, despite her past sin, heard about God and was transformed by faith in him and became part of His people for the rest of her life. David repented of his sin and was forgiven and exalted as the greatest King Israel ever had (until Jesus). Solomon, despite his failures, built the temple of God and was the wisest man who ever lived (besides Jesus). Manasseh, at the end of his life, repented and was forgiven by God. The sins of these people did not thwart God's purposes or doom them to judgment. God showed them grace and used them to bring about the very One who would redeem them. 

As we consider this, we should recognize that our circumstances and situations are never so bad that they cannot be used for good by God. Chaos only appears to be so to us – God is always in control. Moreover, we should recognize that we are never beyond the reach of God's grace. His mercy can take the worst sinner and transform them into a saint. His mercy can take you (no matter what you have done) and make you new. 

3. Since the Messiah has come, we should trust Him, worship Him and follow Him. 

Finally, the  fact that Jesus is the promised Messiah puts every single one of us in a position of immediate decision. While it is possible for us to be neutral about the coming of anyone else into the world, we cannot remain neutral in the presence of the Messiah. His very presence as the ultimate Prophet of God (Deut. 18:18) means we must decide to listen or ignore. His very presence as the perfect priest of God means we must decide to trust Him and His work or ourselves and our own works to gain God's favor. And His very presence as the sovereign King of God (2 Sam. 7) means we must decide to bow before Him or challenge Him. 

The coming of Jesus Christ was not the coming of another mere man. It was the coming of the King. And Matthew's genealogy confronts every one of us with the reality of our own hearts and our own response to the Messiah. He is the son of Abraham – the only One through whom true blessing can come. He is the son of David – the ultimate King who will reign forever on the throne. 

If you are here, and you have never bowed the knee to Him, I would plead with you to turn away from your sins and trust Him to save you and follow Him as King. At the very beginning of Matthew's book, bow to the Savior so you might then hear – over the weeks to come – what it means to follow Him. 

And if you are here and you have trusted in the Messiah, I would encourage you to examine your heart and see how you are responding to Him. Are you still, every day, bowing to the King? Are you still, every day, trusting the only One who can save you? Are you, every day, seeking first His Kingdom or your own kingdom? 

As we come to the table, I pray that we would come with hearts of adoration and worship as well as knees bent in submission to the great King who has come: the son of Abraham, the son of David, Jesus the Messiah. Amen. 

