Today, as we continue our journey through Matthew's account of the good news of Christ, we move from the introductory genealogy to Matthew's account of Jesus' birth (1:18-25). As we saw last week, Matthew begins this book with a genealogy intended to point out Jesus as the promised Messiah of the Old Testament. This theme will continue in the coming weeks as we see that Matthew is concerned primarily with establishing Jesus' identity. He wants to make clear that Jesus is the Messiah, the Savior, the Good Shepherd, the King, God's Son, the second Adam, and the true Israel. 

Why would Matthew spend so much time and place so much emphasis on the identity of Jesus? It is because He understood that the way we live is driven by the heart and what we believe and love and want. And, fundamentally, we need to know God (and Christ) truly. If we know Christ truly – not just intellectually but in the depths of our being – we will respond properly and live rightly. These introductory chapters are crucial because they help us know Christ and know God. And Jesus Himself declared, “This is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (John 17:3). 

So, with that understanding, we can turn our attention to Jesus' birth, as recorded in Matthew 1:18-25. As we will see, the account tells us very clearly some things about both God and Jesus as well as giving us some clues as to how we should respond. Put simply, these verses tell us about the birth of Jesus, and their main point is that God sent His Son, Jesus, to save His people from their sins. 

So, with that main point in mind, let's look at this passage in more detail. The story itself is not difficult to comprehend. Joseph was engaged to marry Mary, but before that happened, she became pregnant. Joseph, desiring to be righteous, decided to divorce her and decided to do so quietly so as not to embarrass her publicly. However, before Joseph did that, an angel came to him in a dream and told him to go ahead and marry Mary because she had become pregnant by the Holy Spirit and was carrying a child who would save people from sin. Matthew's make clear that this happened in fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14 – which promised that a virgin would conceive and have a son. In response to his dream, Joseph obeyed the angel and married Mary. In time, Mary birthed the child, and Joseph – as instructed – named Him Jesus. 

So, the story is simple, but what does it teach us? Why is it here? 

I. God is almighty, sovereign and faithful. 

Interestingly, the main actor in this entire text is never explicitly mentioned at all. However, though God Himself is not pointed out, He is clearly at work. In fact, this text makes clear that He can, and will, do whatever He pleases and has purposed to do. 

First of all, we see the power of God in the fact that He caused a virgin to conceive and have a child. The text is clear that Mary “was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit” (1:18,20). As we all know, this is not the way that conception typically occurs. There was no sex involved. This was not the normal joining of a sperm with an egg to create an embryo. The text does not tell us exactly how it happened at all. We simply know that the Holy Spirit “came upon” and “overshadowed” her (Luke 1:35), and she became pregnant. The child had no physical father but was conceived (without sex) by The Father – through the working of the Spirit. In His sovereignty and power, God brought about a human life in a way totally outside the laws of nature – something He is able to do easily and has every right to do as Lord of those very laws. It was God who caused this miraculous pregnancy. 

Second, we also see God's power and sovereignty in the fact that He sent an angel to Joseph so that Joseph would do His will and marry Mary. The text itself focuses on the angel, but it does make clear that it was “an angel of the Lord” who appeared to Joseph in a dream (1:20). This angel belonged to, and was sent by, the Lord! Once again, we see God intervening supernaturally and miraculously in the course of everyday life to bring about His will. 

Third, we see the faithfulness of God in the fact that He promised that this would happen long before it ever happened. Through Isaiah, God promised that a virgin would conceive, and He did it hundreds of years in advance. God made clear that He would going to do this as a sign of His power to the nation of Israel, and He did it. Just as we saw last week, God always does what He says He will do. 

Ultimately, this text shows us something that we also saw in Genesis and Exodus – and that is seen over and over throughout the rest of the Bible: God is living and active and powerful. And He is carrying out a grand and glorious plan that is the sole reason this entire universe exists. In Matthew 1:18-25, God had a plan in place, and He was working to carry it out. And that plan included (and affected) particular people, places and events. And still today, God has a plan in place, and He is working to carry it out. And that plan includes (and affects) particular people, places and events. 

Understanding this would do wonders for us all. At the end of the day, God is in control of this world, and He is shaping it into what He wants it to be – so, as David Powlison says, we should live “lights on to God”. Every day that we wake up is a day which He has made – so we should wake up every day looking to see where and how He is at work. Every situation we encounter is a situation that He has orchestrated – so we should encounter every situation looking for the way in which God will be glorified through it. Every breath that we breathe is a breath given by Him because He has a plan and a purpose for us – so with every breath, we should seek to honor and glorify Him.

This world exists for God, and He is at work. It is not about us, but it certainly involves us. The sooner we understand this world, and our proper place in it, the better. 

II. Jesus is unique – both in His person and in His work. 

Ultimately, this text focuses on Jesus Christ. It tells us a great deal about both who He is and what He came to do. Put simply, He is God and was born as a human being so that He could save His people from their sins. 

First of all, the text makes clear that Jesus was unique – He was both fully God and fully man. He was born – just like every other human being since Adam and Eve – from a woman (1:25). He was a man. But, it is also clear that He was more than a man. Though, in one sense, born like everyone else, He was also not born like everyone else because He was born of a virgin. Ultimately, God was His immediate Father. Moreover, as the quote from Isaiah makes clear, He was Immanuel – which literally means “God with us”. The blessing that Adam knew in Eden and then forfeited through His sin; that Israel had experienced in the tabernacle and temple and then lost in the exile; and that which is the ultimate hope of God's people in eternity became a reality in the person of Jesus. God walked among His people. Jesus was both God and man – fully and completely. 

Second, the text also tells us about what Jesus came to do. Specifically, He came to rescue His people by saving them from their sins. On this point, the context of the Isaiah quote is helpful because Isaiah 7:14 is part of a bigger section that runs from Isaiah 7-9. In Isaiah 7, God promises to deliver the southern kingdom of Judah from the northern kingdom of Israel. And as a sign that He would do this, He promised the King of Judah (Ahaz) that a virgin would conceive. But, in the rest of Isaiah 7 and 8, God makes clear that before this virgin-bord child comes, God is going to savagely punish the people of Israel – totally decimating them through the King of Assyria. But, then, as Isaiah 9 makes clear, when Israel seems totally defeated, God promised that the virgin-born Son would come and bring light to the darkness and rule the people of God and be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). By citing this prophecy, Matthew was identifying Jesus as the One who was coming to save and restore God's people. 

That said, Jesus was not coming to deal primarily with physical bondage but spiritual bondage. Matthew makes clear that Jesus' primary task is to “save his people from their sins” (1:21). The virgin-born Son was coming to save God's people – not primarily from Assyria or Rome or any other human ruler but from their sins! Jesus' fundamental task was not to give an example to follow or teach how to live and act or to meet the “felt needs” of people (though He did – and does – all of those things on some level). Jesus' fundamental task was to save His people (from God's perspective: those chosen before the foundation of the world; from human perspective: those who would believe in Him and follow Him) from their sins. The God-man has come to deal with the biggest problem: the problem of sin and rebellion. 

As we consider this, we need to be sure not to skip over these realities too quickly. The main point of this section is what it tells us about Jesus. First of all, He is the God-man who came to reconcile sinful human beings to the holy, righteous God. There is no other way to God than through Him because there has never been another like Him who joined together deity and humanity. Second, He came to save sinners. If you are a sinner who has rebelled against God and broken God's law and incurred God's wrath, Jesus came to save people like you. He did not come for the well but for the sick, not for the rich but the poor, not for the free but the enslaved. There is hope in the midst of sin, and that hope is the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

III. We should respond with humble faith, submission and obedience. 

But, all of that being said, how should we respond to this text? It does not give any explicit commands, so what does that mean? How do we respond to it? 

First of all, in light of what the text reveals about God, we should respond to Him with humility, trust, and obedience. This attitude is clearly demonstrated by Joseph himself. In spite of the difficulties and challenges that marrying Mary no doubt brought, we read, “When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus” (1:24-25). Joseph trusted the Lord. And that trust led him to faithfully obey everything that God told him to do. We also know, from Luke's account, that Mary responded the same way. In spite of all the struggles and difficulties that this unexpected pregnancy brought to her, she responded to the news by saying, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38). Our attitude should be the same as these earthly parents of Jesus: the only proper response to the perfectly wise, wonderfully good, unfathomably strong Ruler of all things is trust and obedience. There is no need for anxiety or fear or bitterness because we know that He is in control and this is His world. 

Second, in light of what this text reveals about Jesus, we should respond to the Jesus of this text by trusting Him to save us and following Him as Lord. The text is clear that Jesus came to save His people from sin. Who are “His” people? It is those who trust Him as their Savior and follow Him as Lord. Later on in Matthew, Jesus will make clear that those closest to Him (i.e. His “people”) are not His family but those who do the will of the Father (Matt. 12:46-50). And the will of God is that we believe in the One whom He has sent (John 6:29). Romans 10:9 is clear that “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” The people of Christ are those who repent and believe – and then, as a result, follow Him as King. Jesus came to save His people from their sin, and the only proper response to that is to trust that work and follow that Savior.  

Communion

As we come to the table, we come to remember the One who saves His people from their sin. If you have turned from your sins and are trusting Christ to save you, then eat this bread and drink this juice. And as you do, rejoice in the virgin-born child who humbled Himself to become a human and then humbled Himself to the point of death so that you could be saved. Remember that He is your only Savior, and follow Him as King. 

And if you have never bowed your knee to Christ and trusted Him to save you, you need to recognize that there is no other way to be saved from sin. This virgin-born child is the only Savior. You need Him. Turn from your sins and believe in Him today. And you will be saved. Amen. 

