Jesus Is Yahweh

Matthew 14:13-36

Pre-Sermon Study Questions

Section 1 (14:13-21)

1. Why were the crowds following Jesus (14:14)?

2. What problem do the disciples try to solve (14:15)? What is Jesus' strange answer (14:16)?

3. How much food did Jesus start with (14:17)? How much did everyone eat (14:20)? Was anything left over (14:20)?

4. At least how many people made up this “crowd” (14:21)?

5. What is the significance of giving Israelites bread in the wilderness (see John 6)?

Section 2 (14:22-33)

1. What did Jesus do immediately after feeding the crowd (14:22)? Why (14:23)?

2. Where were the disciples during this time (14:23)? What situation were they in (14:23)?

3. What did Jesus do (14:25)? How does he speak to the frightened disciples (14:27)?

4. What does Peter do when they recognize Jesus (14:28)? How does that work out (14:30)?

5. What went wrong for Peter (14:31)?

6. What was the disciples' reaction to Jesus when he got into the boat (14:33)?

Section 3 (14:34-36)

1. Why were there tassels (or “fringe,” as in the ESV) on the hems of Israelites' garments (see Numbers 15:38-39)?

2. What do you think is the significance of the ceremonially unclean touching the tassel of Jesus' robe?

Post-Sermon Study Questions

1. In what ways do I seek satisfaction in things and people, rather than in Jesus? Thank the Lord for his good gifts, and remind yourself again of God's ultimate goodness shown in Jesus.

2. What are some things or situations which you fear, but are entirely beyond your control? What are some ways to “fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2) that you can do this week?

3. What are some ways in which you tend toward trusting yourself before God? What are some ways in which you can “touch the tassel of his garment” in those situations, trusting Jesus' perfect righteousness instead of your own?

