Today, we continue our walk through Matthew, and we come to the actual beginning of Jesus' public ministry (4:12-25). After recounting a number of significant events in Jesus' early life as well as His validation by the Father at His baptism and His vindication as the perfect, Spirit-anointed Son in the face of Satan's temptations, Matthew now turns his attention to what Jesus did and taught. 

That said, as we will see, Matthew's emphases do not change. Up to this point in the gospel, Matthew's goal has been to make clear who Jesus is so that we might respond to Him appropriately. In the same way, as we will see, this text continues to make clear who Jesus is so that we might respond to Him rightly. In particular, Matthew 4:12-25 makes this point: Jesus is the light that came to the darkness by bringing the Kingdom of God, and we should follow Him. 

So, let us look at the text together and see this together. 

I. Jesus is the light that comes to those who are in darkness (4:12-17).

Matthew starts this section by giving us yet another biographical note relating to Jesus' life. Interestingly, he seems to skip over the very beginning of Jesus' ministry (recorded in John 1-4) and goes directly to the point when Jesus leaves Jerusalem to go north into Galilee (4:12-13). According to Matthew, this happened because Jesus heard that John had been arrested. Most likely, because there was beginning to be some scrutiny and opposition, Jesus withdrew until a later time. 

Why does Matthew record this incident? Why is it such a big deal that Jesus “withdrew into Galilee”? As with the rest of the events Matthew has recorded, the reason this one was chosen is because of its special significance in fulfilling Old Testament prophecy: specifically, Isaiah 9:1-2 (4:14). As we have seen, Matthew is ultimately concerned with making clear that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises pointing to a Messiah. So he continually links Jesus with the Old Testament promises. In this case, Isaiah 9 looks forward to a glorious day of blessing when gloom and anguish and judgment will disappear because of a glorious light that comes out of Galilee. As the chapter goes on, it makes clear that this “light” will be a “child” who is born and who will have the government on his shoulders and who will be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). 

So Matthew is, once again, using a particular event in Jesus' life – in this case, His move to Galilee – to make clear that Jesus is the promised Messiah. And this particular event is significant for two reasons. First, it is significant because of where Jesus goes: “Galilee of the Gentiles” (4:15). Galilee was in the northern part of Israel, and even though it was still part of Israel, by this time it had a significant Gentile population because of its location on the border of Israel. Interestingly, even though Jesus Himself makes clear that He was sent first to the lost sheep of Israel (Matt. 15:24), there are already hints here at the beginning of his ministry that something more is going to happen. It is not only the house of Israel that will be blessed by this Messiah but the Gentiles as well. 

Second, and perhaps even more emphatically, this event is significant because of what it reveals about who Jesus is: the light who has arisen to shine on those who are in darkness (4:16).  Isaiah's prophecy uses an image that comes up again and again in the Bible: light and darkness. It is a concept and image with which we are familiar. But Isaiah – and Matthew, and the rest of the Bible – are not talking about literal light and darkness but something far deeper. Even Isaiah 9 itself makes this clear by identifying those “dwelling in darkness” as  “those dwelling in the region and shadow of death”. The “darkness” is the darkness of death, and therefore we can understand that the “light” is the light of life. Matthew is making clear that Jesus is the “light” who has come to bring life to those who are dead in the “darkness”. 

You see, the Bible is clear that we are all blinded by the god of this world so that we do not see the light (2 Cor. 4:4). We are children of darkness who follow the prince of darkness. We hate the light and do not come to the light because our wicked deeds will be exposed (John 3:19-20). But the good news of the Bible as a whole – and of Matthew 4 in particular – is that Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12). He came into the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome Him (John 1:5). And if we will come to the light and believe in the light, we will become sons of light (John 12:36).  The true light which enlightens everyone has come into the world (John 1:9-13). 

The reason this reality is crucial is because we are in the same position as the residents of Galilee 2,000 years ago. By nature, we are all blinded and walking in darkness – living in sin and walking in disobedience, following our own desires and the prince of the power of the air. We are dead. If you are not a Christian, this is you. But Jesus has come to rescue you from this darkness. He has come to light the way – to reveal sin and show the way to life. Repent and believe. Sin leads to the darkness of death. Repentance leads to the light of life. And if you are a Christian, this is a glorious reminder that the reason we have life is because God shined the light of the glory of the gospel into our hearts (2 Cor. 4:6). We have been transformed from darkness to light.  And now we can (and should) walk as children of light (Eph. 5:8-9). 

Jesus is the light of the world, and He came to shine light into the darkness. But how did He do that? How did He bring light? 

II. As the light of the world, Jesus came proclaiming, and actually bringing, the Kingdom of God (4:17,23-25). 

After pointing out, from Isaiah, that Jesus is the light that has dawned on those dwelling in darkness, Matthew declares, “From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (4:17). As the true light that came to enlighten everyone, Jesus began preaching the same message as John (see Matt. 3:2): “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” - that is, the reality that God will rule everything in such a way that His people are saved and His enemies are destroyed is at hand. 

Jesus, like John, came proclaiming that the moment of God's total, sovereign rule over all had dawned. But Jesus, unlike John, also came demonstrating that the kingdom of heaven was at hand. Matthew writes, “And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people” (4:23). Clearly, Jesus was not just proclaiming the total and sovereign rule of God; He was bringing that rule. In Him, the total authority of God over all things had arrived. He taught as One who had authority and He proclaimed as One who had authority and He healed as One who had authority. In fact, throughout Matthew, it is this issue of Jesus' “authority” that will come up again and again (7:28-29; 21:23-27). 

Jesus was proclaiming that the total, sovereign rule of God had arrived by demonstrating that total sovereign rule – over God's chosen people by teaching in their synagogues, over all people in general by proclaiming the good news of the kingdom to them, over demons by casting them out, and over sickness by healing it. Jesus brought light into the darkness by bringing the power of God onto the stage of life and demonstrating authority. And, as Matthew makes clear, this brought Jesus great fame and caused large crowds to follow Him (4:24-25). 

So, here we see the specific way in which Jesus brought light into the darkness. He did it by bringing the power and rule and authority of God. He demonstrated that authority in every area of life. He taught and preached – demonstrating that God's authority extends to our hearts and lives and calls us to live a particular way. And He healed – demonstrating that God's authority extends to all rulers and authorities and realities in the world, even those over which we have no control. In time, He would demonstrate this authority over nature and even over life itself. Here we see just a glimpse of that scope and limit of that authority, but even this glimpse is glorious. 

So here we see the picture become even a bit clearer. Jesus is the light who came to pierce the darkness. And the light He brings is that the total, sovereign rule of God – the “kingdom of heaven” - has come near. It rules over everyone and everything. Jesus made that clear.

So then...what? How do you respond to that reality? Does the coming of the kingdom require anything of us? Yes, which leads to the final part of the text. 

III. Jesus calls us to follow Him – and call others to do the same (4:18-22). 

Just like John the Baptist, Jesus made clear that the proper response was repentance (4:17). Since God rules over everyone and everything and His power and authority have broken into this world, the proper response of guilty sinners who have rebelled against Him is to repent of their sins and submit to Him. 

Even more, we see the proper response in the fact that Jesus called some particular people to follow Him as disciples: in particular in our text, He called Andrew, Peter, James, and John (4:18-22). Presumably, these men had responded to Jesus' message with repentance of their own. And then, after a certain period of time had passed (John 1:35-42 indicates these men already knew Jesus), Jesus called them to not just repent but to “follow” Him. Because Jesus was physically present in world at that time, this call to follow Him meant leaving their occupations and families and traveling around with Him. As the light of the world who came to announce, and bring, the kingdom of God, Jesus called these men to repent and follow Him as their master and Lord. 

And, as Jesus called these men, He also gave them an idea of what their task would be: to call others to do the same thing. He called them and made very clear that they would become “fishers of men” - calling others in the same way they themselves had been called. As part of His ministry, Jesus called out particular people who would know Him and then tell others about Him.

He called disciples who would then make disciples. 

Now, clearly, in His time on earth, Jesus did not call every person who was around Him to leave all they had and follow Him around. However, this seems applicable to us because it seems that those who trust in Christ today are more like the original disciples. It is instructive that Jesus' final words to these men were to go and make more “disciples” (not “followers” or “listeners”). They were called to replicate themselves – by following the pattern that had happened with them. They were to “go” to people (because Jesus had “gone” to them), speak the good news to them (as Jesus did to them), baptize them in Jesus' name, and teach them to obey all that He commanded (just as Jesus commanded them to do). 

So, how do we respond to this light that has pierced the darkness? How do we respond to the fact that the kingdom of God has come near? First, we repent. If God's total, sovereign power is at hand, we must first realize that we are by nature His enemies and objects of His wrath. We must humble ourselves before Him and turn from our sins and bow before Him in total submission. And then, we must follow the Son who brought this Kingdom into the world. Just as He called the disciples to “follow” Him while on earth, He calls us to “follow” Him today – to trust Him and know Him and have fellowship with Him and obey all that He commanded. He calls us to sit at His feet and learn. And then He calls us to go and make replicate ourselves. He calls us, as disciples, to go and make disciples. 

So, if you are not a Christian, repent. Jesus Christ came into the world and made clear that God's total power and rule were at hand. He lived a life of perfect obedience to that God. And then, at the end of it all, He died on a cross and was raised from the dead – so that whoever repents of their sins and believes in Him can be saved from God's wrath and be transferred from darkness to light and from wrath to love. Repent and believe, and follow the King. Pick up your Bible and read Jesus' words and follow Him. Read the words of the men He called and taught so that you can know how to obey Him. 

And, if you are a Christian, remember that you are a disciple. God has called you and Jesus has bought you so that you might follow Him in humble obedience. Read His Word, and live according to it. Walk in fellowship and in relationship with Him. Cultivate your relationship with Him. And then go and make disciples. Speak the good news of Christ to those who are still in the darkness. Teach those disciples who are younger than you how to obey what He has commanded. Older men, teach the younger men. Older women, teach the younger women. All of us who are disciples should be making disciples. This is what Jesus did, and it is what He calls us to as well. May we be faithful. Amen. 

