Matthew 12:1-21 - “Power on Display & Opposition on the Rise”

Pre-Sermon Study Questions

What is the main point of this section? 

What is the common thread in verses 1-14 (notice what both episodes have in common)? 

In verses 1-8, what do Jesus and His disciples do that provokes the Pharisees? 

What is the Pharisees' objection to what Jesus and His disciples did? 

How do the examples of David and the priests, in verses 3-5 serve as an answer to the Pharisees' objection? 

What does Jesus mean by saying, “something greater than the temple is here”? 

What does Jesus mean by saying, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath”? 

In verses 9-14, what does Jesus do that provokes the Pharisees? 

According to the text, why does Jesus get asked, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” 

How does Jesus respond to the question about healing on the Sabbath? 

What does Jesus do for the man with the withered hand? 

How do the Pharisees respond to Jesus' miracle? 

According to the text, why does Jesus tell those He heals “not to make him known”? 

How is it that Jesus “fulfills” the passage from Isaiah 42:1-3? 

Post-Sermon Study Questions

What does this text teach about Jesus, and how is that relevant for your life? 

What does this text teach about the Sabbath, and how is that relevant for your life? 

What does this text teach about following Jesus, and how is that relevant for your life? 

How should we respond to this text? 

Matthew 12:22-37 - “Power, Awe, and Blasphemy”

Pre-Sermon Study Question

What is the main point of this section? 

What does Jesus do at the beginning of this text that sets off what follows? 

How do the people respond to Jesus' miracle? 

How do the Pharisees respond to Jesus' miracle? 

How does Jesus respond to the charge that He is serving Beelzebul? 

Why is it that Jesus can cast out demons? 

What is the significance about the “strong man” image in verse 29? 

What is the significance of verse 30 in this episode? 

According to Jesus, what is the sin that cannot be forgiven? 

In light of what the Pharisees did, what is “blasphemy against the Spirit”? 

How does Jesus' similar statement in Luke 12:8-12 help us understand the sin? 

How do verses 33-37 connect with verses 22-32? How are the two sections related? 

According to Jesus, how do you get good fruit from a tree?

How does the “tree” image relate to us as humans? What are the “connections” in Jesus' image? (Note Jesus' explanation in verses 34-35.)

As human beings, how do we “make the tree good”? 

What is the point of  verses 36-37? 

How do verses 36-37 – with their emphasis on works – fit together with passages like Ephesians 2:8-9 which say we are not saved by works? 

Post-Sermon Study Questions

What does this text teach about Jesus, and how is that relevant for your life? 

What does this text teach about Satan, and how is that relevant for your life? 

What does this text teach about the “unforgivable sin”, and how is that relevant for your life? 

What does this text teach about the human heart, and how is that relevant for your life? 

What does this text teach about changing human behavior, and how is that relevant for your life? 

What does this text teach about final judgment, and how is that relevant for your life? 

How should we respond to this text? 

Matthew 12:38-50 - “Curiosity, Rejection, and the True Family of God”

Pre-Sermon Study Questions

What is the main point of this section? 

What request do the scribes and Pharisees make of Jesus? 

How does Jesus respond to their request? 

What sign does Jesus promise to give them? To what is Jesus referring with that sign? 

What does Jesus say the people of Nineveh and the queen of Sheba will do to “this generation”? Why? 

What is Jesus referring to when He says that “something greater than Jonah is here”? 

What is Jesus referring to when He says that “something greater than Solomon is here”? 

What is the point of Jesus' “demon” illustration in verses 43-45? 

What does the cast-out demon do after it is cast out? 

Why is the “last state of that person...worse than the first”? 

How is “this generation” in verse 45 like the person in the demon illustration? 

What is the point of the episode with Jesus' family in verses 46-50?

How does Jesus respond to the news that His mother and brothers were waiting to speak with Him? 

According to Jesus, who is His “brother and sister and mother”? 

Post-Sermon Questions

What does this text teach about Jesus, and how is that relevant for your life?

What does this text teach about how we should respond to Jesus, and how is that relevant for your life? 

What does this text teach about the resurrection, and how is that relevant for your life (note passages like Eph. 1:19-20)? 

What does this text teach about relationships as a Christian, and how is that relevant for your life? 

How should we respond to this text? 
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