* My prayers for Grace Community Church in 2012: 

? Why pray for it? 

- Phil. 2:13 - “...it is God who works in you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”

- Heb. 13:20-21 - “Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”

? Why then exhort you to do it? 

- Phil. 2:12b - “...work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”

1) That we would love the Word

* Eph. 1:17 - “...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him.”

* Rom. 12:2a - “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind...”

? Why do I pray that we would love the Word?

- God's Word is powerful. 

- Gen. 1 - “And God said...and it was so.” 

- The Word of God created everything. 

- Heb. 1:3 - “He [Jesus] is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.” 

- The Word of God upholds everything. 

- It calls into existence things that do not exist (Rom. 4:17). 

- It is powerful enough to create faith (Rom. 10:17). 

- It is living and active (Heb. 4:12). 

- It is our offense in the battle against the one seeking to destroy us (Eph. 6:17b).

* The Word of God is far more than just words – it is the Word of the One who rules all things and does all that He pleases. 

- We are far too often seduced by other things that seem to hold power. 

- We should never underestimate the power of the Word that we possess. 

- The Word of God is able to do far more than we can even imagine – and it will do it (Isa. 55:10-11). 

- God's Word gives life. 

- Deut. 8:3 - “And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” 

- We need it to live – as much as our bodies need food, our souls need the Word. 

- And notice that God is willing to orchestrate our lives in such a way that we know that. 

- Ps. 1:1-3 - “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.” 

- The one who grows and flourishes and prospers and does not wither is the one who “meditates day and night” on God's law. 

- Fruitful, abundant, lasting life comes from humble, diligent attentiveness to God's Word. 

- John 6:68 - “Simon Peter answered him, 'Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 

- Jesus Himself was God.

- Peter recognized that there was no where else to go that could provide true, lasting, eternal life. 

* The Word of God gives life because it comes from the One who is life and gives life. 

- Like a branch that draws every bit of nourishment and sustenance it has from the plant to which it is attached, we draw every bit of our life from God and His word. 

- If we would have true life, we must abide in the vine. And a major part of abiding is listening to, and heeding, the word of the “vine”. The Word has already made us clean, and we bear fruit by continuing to abide in that Word (John 15:1-11). 

- Like Mary and Martha, we must realize that “one thing is needful” (Luke 10:42). 

- God's Word is true. 

- Ps. 119:160 - “The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever.”

- God's Word is truth – not just in the sense that it conforms to the truth but in the sense that it defines the truth.  

- John 17:17 - “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” 

- The assumption here is that truth brings about sanctification. We become holy as we are shaped and molded by the truth, and God's Word is that truth. 

* The Word is true because God is truth and cannot lie (Heb. 1:2), and we need the truth desperately. 

- Satan, who is seeking to destroy us (1 Pet. 5:8), is “a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). 

- Sin, which we all battle against daily, is deceitful (Heb. 3:13). 

- The world, in which we all live, is under the power of the evil one (1 John 5:19) and, because of that, is full of lies.  

* In such a lie-infested, deceit-ridden environment, we need the solid, absolute, bedrock truth of God's Word to fill us and shape us and make us. 

- Disobedience of God's Word brings terrible consequences. 

- Deut. 18:19 - “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that command him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.”  

- We now know that this promised prophet was Jesus, and God promised that whoever refused to listen to the Word of God that was spoken by Jesus would have to answer to the God they refused. 

- 1 Sam. 15:23,26 - “For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has also rejected you from being king....And Samuel said to Saul, 'I will not return with you. For you have rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel.”

- Ultimately, Saul was rejected because he refused to listen to the word of the Lord. 

- 2 Kin. 17:13-14,16 - “Yet the Lord warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, saying, 'Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in accordance with all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you by my servants the prophets.' But they would not listen, but were stubborn, as their fathers had been, who did not believe in the Lord their God....And they abandoned all the commandments of the Lord their God, and made for themselves metal images of two  calves; and they made an Asherah and worshiped all the host of heaven and served Baal.” 

- 2 Chr. 36:15-16 - “The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them by his messengers, because he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. But they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord rose against his people, until there was no remedy.”

- Israel and Judah were punished with exile – among other things – for refusing to listen to, and obey, God's Word – particularly His words about idolatry. 

* Refusing to heed God's Word is a serious matter with serious consequences. 

- It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God (Heb. 10:31), so we should be very fearful of disregarding, or disobeying God's Word. 

- Rev. 22:18-19 - “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.”   

- God's Word contains everything we need to honor and obey Him. 

- Ps. 19:7-11 - “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.”

- Do you need reviving? The Word can do it. Do you need wisdom? The Word can give it. Are you down or depressed? The Word can change that. Are you unsure of what to do or where to go? The Word can give light. 

- God's Word is the most precious thing we could possess – better than gold and sweeter than honey. They warn us and show us the path to true, ultimate blessing. 

- Ps. 119:105,130 - “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path....The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple.” 

- God's Word gives light and shows us where, and how, we should walk. 

- God's Word gives us understanding. 

- 2 Tim. 3:16-17 - “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 

- Look at what the Word is good for: teaching us, rebuking us when we are in sin, correcting us when we are wrong, training us in how to be righteous – what more could we need. 

- It is the Word that makes us competent and equips us for every good work.  

* I pray for this because this is the Word – and the God – who has saved us. 

- 1 Pet. 1:22-2:3 - “Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for 'All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower  falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.' And this word is the good news that was preached to you. So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation – if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.” 

- Peter makes clear that believers have already been born again through the living and abiding word of God. 

- And in light of what that Word has already done in us, Peter calls us to put away evil things and “long for the pure spiritual milk” of that same word. 

* The Word of God – which lasts forever – has caused us to be born again, and that same Word causes us to grow up into that salvation. 

- The God who gave us life when we were dead, set us free when we were in bondage, and gave us light when we were in darkness has spoken to us – telling us who He is, who we are, how the world works, how we should live, what we have to look forward to, etc. 

2) That we would love each other

* Phil. 1:9a - “And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more...”

* 1 Thess. 3:12-13 - “...may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.”

? Why do I pray that we would love each other?

- We should love each other because we are commanded to do so. 

- John 13:34a - “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another...”

- Rom. 13:8 - “Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.”

- 1 Thess. 4:9 - “Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another...”

- 1 Pet. 1:22 - “Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart...”

* Especially in light of what we just saw regarding God's Word, this reason should carry immense weight. 

- The One who made us, loves us, redeemed us, and owns us has told us to love our brothers and sisters. 

- This should be reflected in our daily lives: the way we spend time and energy and resources as well as the way we pray (Gal. 6:10). 

- We should love each other because such love shows that we are truly God's people 

- John 13:35 - “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

- One of the distinguishing marks – in the eyes of outsiders – that we are following Christ should be that we love one another. 

- Tertullian quoted pagans in the early days of the church as saying, “See how they love one another!”

- 1 John 3:14-15 - “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”

- One of the ways that we can have confidence in our own hearts and souls that we truly belong to God and have been born again is that we love one another. 

* Be who you are!

- One key way that we are called to demonstrate that we are truly God's people – both to ourselves and to the watching world – is by loving each other. 

- We should love our brothers and sisters because God loves them. 

- Matt. 18:10-14 - “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep  and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.” 

- The motivation behind Jesus first statement (“See that you do not despise of these little ones”) is that those “little ones” matter to the Father who does want even one of them to perish. 

* What matters to God should matter to us. 

- The same God who loved us enough to send His only begotten Son so that we could have eternal fellowship with Him (John 3:16) loved our brothers and sisters the same way. 

- The same God who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us (Rom. 8:32) did the same for our brothers and sisters. 

- We should love our brothers and sisters because we are all part of the same body. 

- Eph. 4:1-6 - “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit – just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call – one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”

- There is – already – unity between us – not of race or hobby or looks or interests but of the Spirit. 

- We are part of the same body, share the same Spirit, look forward to the same hope, follow the same Lord, hold to the same faith, share in the same baptism, and worship the same God. 

- 1 Cor. 12:21-26 - “The eye cannot say to the hand, 'I have no need of you,' nor again the head to the feet, 'I have no need of you.' On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 

- Every part of the body needs every other part. 

- God has built the body this way so that there may be no division but that the members would have the same care for one another. 

- If one part of the body suffers, all are called to bear that burden with them. If one part is honored, all are called to rejoice with them.  

* We are one. 

- Whether we like it or not, we are all in this together. 

- John 15:16-17 - “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love one another.”

- We should love our brothers and sisters because we are a key means God uses to help them persevere. 

- Heb. 3:12-14 - “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 'today,' that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.” 

- We should take care and watch our hearts to make sure that we are truly and rightly following the Lord. 

- And, at the same time, we should be exhorting each other every day so that none of us will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin and turn away. 

- Heb. 10:23-25 - “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”

- We should hold fast the confession of our hope. 

- And we should consider how to stir up one another to good works as well.

* God is using us to make sure that we all make it to the end. 

- Without question, it is God Himself who preserves us and keeps us. 

- But God uses means, and one of the main means He uses to keep us and preserve us is each other.  

* We are called to love each other because God has loved us. 

- John 13:34 - “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.”

- Eph. 4:32-5:2 - “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” 

- 1 John 4:10-11 - “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”

* The love of God that has been shown to us motivates us, enables us, and equips us to love each other. 

- We who have been loved are called to love. 

- We who have been loved much are called to love much. 

- 1 Pet. 1:22-23 - “Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God...”

* In all of this, I pray that we would remember the gospel. 

- My hope and prayer is that you will be motivated to love the Word and love each other. But remember that, more than likely, you will somehow fail. There will be moments, days, maybe whole seasons, when you do not love the Word, or your brothers and sisters, as you should. In those moments, remember – and rejoice in – the good news of the gospel. Remember that your acceptance by God does not rest on your love for the Word or your love for your brothers and sisters, but on the finished work of Christ. Even if you fail, Christ loved and obeyed God's Word perfectly. And even if you fail, Christ loved, and cared for, God's people perfectly. His perfect obedience counts for you. And any failure you have was put on Him and dealt with at the cross. Hallelujah!

