PSALM 23 SERMON
Grace Community Church – 10/18/09
READ PSALM 23
Introduction:

· Before I preached this @ C-stone Alice Nettles posted on my Facebook wall about “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need,” Isaac Watt’s paraphrase of Ps 23
· important observation: sung at wedding and funeral.

· Ps 23 appropriate in full range of human experience

· From a day of great happiness to day of sadness, and everything between

· I’m Convinced that the Psalms, particularly Ps 23 not simply needed in the darkest times

· Need the truths of the Psalms on any day, for everyday living

· This has been my experience with Psalm 23 over the last year
· One writer from many years ago describes Ps. 23: “It has charmed more griefs to rest than all the philosophy of the world.  It has remanded to their dungeon more felon thoughts, more black doubts, more thieving sorrows, than there are sands on the sea-shore. It has comforted the noble host of the poor.  It has sung courage to the army of the disappointed.  It has poured balm and consolation into the heart of the sick, or captives in dungeons, of widows in their pinching griefs, or orphans in their loneliness.”

· Big picture
· Psalm of thanksgiving: Basically David says, “Contentment and hope are in God’s faithful love”
· What is true of David is true of all who genuinely love the one true God

· Promises only for those who follow Christ, don’t apply to unbelievers
I have three main encouragements for us
- God to work courage in you and faith to live out Ps. 23

- Aided by this Psalm in light of the Gospel

- not to be a burden
ENCOURAGEMENT NUMBER ONE:  TRUST CONFIDENTLY IN JESUS CHRIST, BECAUSE HE IS YOUR SHEPHERD
1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
· David starts by emphasizing that the One true God, the God of Israel, is his Shepherd
· David is king of Is, but acknowledges shepherd, the Lord
· For a min, look @ shepherd theme in storyline of Bible
· David called by God to shepherd His people (2 Sam. 5:2) – not perfect
· Bad shepherds: like Ez 34 – God judges

· But Promise in Ez 34 of One Shepherd to come who God would set over his people, a shepherd who would feed the flock
· In John 10 Jesus claims to fulfill Ez 34 b/c he says, “I am the good shepherd…So there will be one flock, one shepherd.

· At least 5 other times Jesus pictured as THE shepherd of God’s people
· How many times in the NT God the Father referred to as Shepherd???
· NONE!!!   A contradiction that David says…and NT only refers to Jesus as shepherd???
· NO, Because Jesus is God!  Jn. 10 “I and the Father are One”
· Can rightly praise Jesus and say, “Thank you Jesus that you are our shepherd…”
· Back to Ps 23 v. 1
· Logic of v. 1.  Paraphrase, “The Lord is my shepherd; therefore I shall lack nothing I need.
· Does the psalm say “I shall be provided with a few things I need?”

· No, b/c God almighty is his shepherd, he says, “I shall not want!”

· This does not mean that David received from God everything he ever desired.

· lacked nothing that he really needed for living to the glory of God
· The shepherd fed David, led him, protected him from the wolves who were his enemies

· Brothers and sisters, until the second you die, the Shepherd will sustain your body and soul w/ that which

· Like David, free to be content in Jesus Christ our great Shepherd

 2He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
· the provision of the Shepherd obvious in green pastures and still waters
· He feeds the sheep abundantly, not in brown but green pastures
· He leads them, not beside raging waters but still, peaceful waters
· What rest and provision the sheep have
3He restores my soul.
· David could be picturing restoring in the sense of bringing back
· So the Shepherd goes after the sheep and brings him back when he strays, 
· Did Jesus not say? about his sheep in Jn. 10, “They will never perish, and no one will snatch them out my hand.”
· So, even when we are struggling with our sin, 
· And as the hymn says, “Prone to wander Lord I feel it…”
· Even if we are in very difficult situations and temptations
· We are still in the Shepherd’s hand: NO one can snatch, he will restore us
 
He leads me in paths of righteousness
   for his name’s sake.
· The Shepherd guides David to the water he needs

· So also, Jesus Christ guides us in the way we should go
· these paths are the paths of doing God’s will, living a godly life

· But for what purpose does Jesus accomplish this guidance?  Is it so that the sheep will be praised?
· No! “For his name’s sake.”  God deserves all the credit and attention for leading and providing for his sheep.

· Only explicitly stated purpose of God’s activity in this Psalm

· As David shows humility must be undergird the confident trust we have in the shepherd.  It’s all about him
· We are utterly dependent on the Shepherd: provides, guides, and (in a min) protects

· “The Lord is my shepherd…He makes me lie down…He leads me…He restores…He leads me”  Emphasizes what the shepherd does

· no tension here between God’s purp. in glorifying his name and him lavishly seeking the good of his sheep
 4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
   I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
   your rod and your staff,
   they comfort me.
· So the shepherd not only provides and leads, he also protects
· there is no reason to fear the terrible harm that could come, even death itself

· Why not be afraid?

· Hear the confidence of David, “for you are with me”

· The shepherd is not leading by yelling from a mile away

· He is present with his sheep, protecting them from wild animals with his rod and guiding them with his staff

· If our shepherd protects us while going through the trials in life and facing physical harm, even death

· How much more should we be able to trust him in the other trials of life?
· Situations at work, tension in your family, sickness, your daily struggle with sin, the weighty burden you have for unbelieving family or strangers b/c you know the punishment for sins apart from Christ
· Easy to forget that Jesus is our shepherd right now providing, guiding, and protecting
· None can snatch us from his hand!
Charles Spurgeon: “Come what may, if famine should devastate the land, or calamity destroy the city, “I shall not want.” Old age with its feebleness shall not bring me any lack, and even death with its gloom shall not find me destitute.  I have all things and abound; not because I have a good store of money in the bank, not because I have skill and wit with which to win my bread, but because “The Lord is my Shepherd.”  The wicked always want, but the righteous never; a sinner’s heart is far from satisfaction, but a gracious spirit dwells in the palace of content.”
· Bros and sis: TRUST CONFIDENTLY IN JESUS CHRIST, BECAUSE HE IS OUR SHEPHERD
· He provides, guides and protects
ENCOURAGEMENT NUMBER TWO:  REJOICE BECAUSE IN JESUS CHRIST YOU ARE VICTORIOUS AND ABUNDANTLY BLESSED!
5 You prepare a table before me
   in the presence of my enemies;
· Metaphor shifts some: the Lord as David’s host

· still there is provision and protection 

· But something more is happening, deeper relationship pictured
· Than between sheep and shepherd

· Maybe even Father and Son
· David says “you prepare a table before me”

· God prepares him a meal, 
· fellowship between Lord and David

· Not only fellowship: “in the presence of my enemies”

· I think that the picture we see here is one of victory.

· the defeated foes are put to shame as they can only look on
· In Romans 8 Paul says, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?...For your sake…No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us”

· We are MORE THAN conquerors b/c Jesus not only conquers our worst enemies, but he also makes them serve us.

· Friends, even death is defeated, 

· and when you pass from this life

· death will bow onto the ground and you will trample over him into eternal bliss

· that’s good news.

you anoint my head with oil;
   my cup overflows
· See God’s generosity and blessing for his people.
· You may say, “I don’t feel blessed, and it’s hard to rejoice in my situation.”

· Let me remind you, b/c in Christ

· No longer a slave to sin

· No longer under Satan’s power

· No longer wrath hanging over you that would culminate in 2nd death

· You are abundantly blessed if in Christ b/c “there is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus…”

ENCOURAGEMENT NUMBER THREE:  HOPE FIRMLY IN JESUS CHRIST BECAUSE HE WILL BRING YOU HOME!
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
   all the days of my life,

· David is thoroughly convinced that goodness and mercy shall follow him
· His hope is one of confident expectation

· Not like me saying, “I hope I can get a lot of work done this week.”

· and when he says “goodness and mercy shall follow me,” 

· he is talking about an aggressive following (use hypothetical illustration)
· David is firmly hoping that the goodness and steadfast love of God will pursue him always

· Today tomorrow, next year, 10 yrs.

· in the “green pastures” and when he “walks through the valley of the shadow of death”

· How do we know that God’s love always pursue, this promise true?

· Rom 8:32 “If God be for us who can be against…”

Now what I believe is the culmination of the psalm
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
    forever
· David’s ultimate longing is to be in God’s house.

· The tabernacle and then the temple was the greatest manifestation of God’s presence that the Israelites saw

· Being in the LORD’s house is about being in God’s presence and worshipping
· As David says in Ps 16 “In your presence there is fullness of joy.”

· The promise of dwelling in God’s presence the pinnacle of our hope
· Yes, Jesus coming back

· will raise our bodies

· then finally we will enjoy God’s presence forever b/c WITH HIM!

· Promise sweeter and sweeter to me

· Think God uses our loneliness to produce hope in us

· Not only in regards to other people

· But we may be spending a pretty good amount of time in the word and prayer

· still a distance, a nearness we know we’re not experiencing

· One day NO MORE!!!

Let me apply this Psalm to any unbelievers here, and bros and sis b/c there are many lost people around us who have no shepherd:

· If you are not one of Jesus’ sheep

· His promises do not apply to you

· instead when you go through the “valley,” you should fear
· b/c you are a wolf, an enemy of the shepherd and the sheep

· and when you come to the other side of that valley

· Shepherd is waiting with his rod to strike you down

· You are helpless, and only one answer

· The shepherd laid down his life by dying on cross the sins of many, 

· where he purchased people for God from every tongue, tribe, and nation!

· and death could not hold him down

· Now he reigns as the shepherd-king at the Father’s right hand

· and he is able to save anyone he pleases, even you

· Will he help you if you help yourself, if you pull yourself up by the bootstraps?

· No, just the opposite.  Stop trying to be good

· And call on him for mercy.  Christ alone saves
· Stop believing in yourself and throw all you faith on Christ

· Follow the shepherd with your life

· If your heart is changed, you will be a different person

· By the grace of God, your actions will begin to change

· You will live more and more like Christ…
· “if you love me, you will obey.”
Closing: I want you to get one more picture of the hope offered you, and for believers here the hope that is already yours.  

· One more glorious picture of what it looks like to “dwell in the house of the Lord forever,” to have the victory in Christ
· Because of God’s faithful love, we can rejoice and hope in the promise of his presence.
· Turn w/ me to Rev. 21  -  READ Rev. 21:1-8 and 22:1-5
Let’s pray:  pray Ps. 23

As the ushers come forward and pass out communion 
· moment of silence to reflect on Ps 23 and meditate on it

· ask the Lord to apply this to your heart

· and may the Holy Spirit enable us to believe this and live it
