Today, we come to the end of this glorious chapter of Romans 8. As we have seen, this chapter is essentially a catalog of blessings that come to all of those who are “in Christ.” From the removal of condemnation to the life-giving presence of the Spirit and the hope of future glory, this chapter should fill the hearts of Christ's people with joy and gratitude. 

And, in this same vein, the final part of the chapter might very well be the most glorious and encouraging of all. Even Paul himself was filled with wonder as he exclaimed, “What then shall we say to these things?” (8:31a). After laying out all the blessing we have seen throughout this chapter, Paul closes with perhaps the greatest blessing of all – describing the unchangeable, steadfast love of God for His people. In short, Paul makes clear that God is for His people and loves His people, and nothing and no one can ever change that. 

And Paul makes this point with a series of rhetorical questions. So we will walk through these verses by examining each question in particular. 

I. “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (8:31b-32)

The first question Paul asks, in light of everything he has said up to this point is: “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (8:31b).  Put more simply, if God is on our side, who can overcome us and defeat us.  The implied answer is: “no one”!  No can overcome or defeat God's people.  This is an emphatic point about the power of God in the lives of His people.  

But to rightly understand Paul's point, we have to dig a little deeper.  Paul is not saying that because God is on our side, there is no one who is against us.  In reality, all kinds of people and things are against us – even though God is for us.  Jesus made clear that the world – those who do not know Him or follow Him – would hate us and come against us: “If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.'  If they persecute me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:19-20).  Jesus also said, “In the world you will have tribulation” (John 16:33).  Those who are not part of God's people are against us.  And even more, Peter made clear that Satan is against us: “Be sober-minded; be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).  Satan is working to destroy us as well.  Paul is not saying that no one is against us.  We have enemies who are real and who want our destruction.

Paul's point is that none of those who are “against us” can be “against us” successfully – in the sense of overcoming us.  And this is not because we are strong but because our God is strong.  Paul's point is that God's power is superior to the power of those who are against us.  In particular, the power of God in Christ is greater than all the powers that oppose us in this world.  After Jesus said, “In the world you will have tribulation,” he went on to say, “But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  If God is for us, the world cannot overcome us because Christ has overcome the world.  And the author of Hebrews says that “through death” Jesus destroyed “the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14).  If God is for us, then Satan cannot defeat us because Christ defeated him.  If God is for us, then no one can be against us successfully.  

But, this raises the question, how do we know that God is for us?  How can we be sure of it?  Paul follows up his own rhetorical question in verse 31 with the answer in verse 32: “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up  for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”  How do we know that God is for us and that He is on our side and will prevent us from being overcome?  We know it because He gave His Son.  The one who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all, will graciously give us everything we need.  For Paul, the cross is the ultimate measure of God's love for us.  He wrote in Romans 5:8 that God demonstrated His love for us in that, even while we were sinners, Christ died for us.  And when He wanted to hold up the ultimate love for husbands to imitate in loving their wives, He held up Christ giving His life (Eph. 5:25).  John also holds up God giving His Son to die as the ultimate measure of His love for us (John 3:16; 1 John 4:9-10).  The point is that in light of God sending His Son to die for us, His love is beyond questioning.  That issue has been forever decided.  The beloved Son is the most precious, valuable, wonderful gift that could have ever been given.  If God was willing to give Him, we can be absolutely sure that any other thing we need will be granted.  If God is willing to give the Son, He will give whatever else we need.  

II. “Who shall bring any charge against God's elect?” (8:33-34)

The second question Paul asks is found in verse 33: “Who shall bring any charge against God's elect?” The question is reiterated – a bit differently – in  verse 34: “Who is to condemn?”  And once again, just like the last question, the implied answer is “no one”!  No one can condemn God's people.  Just as the last question focused on God's power in the lives of His people, this question focuses on the grace and mercy of God in the lives of His people.  

But, once again, to rightly understand Paul's point, we have to dig deeper.  Paul is not saying that no one will ever bring a charge against, or accuse, God's people.  To the contrary, the Bible itself is clear that all kinds of people accuse us.  First of all, 1 Pet. 2:12 tells us how to behave “when” (not if, but when) those are not God's people “speak against you as evildoers”.  There is an expectation that those who do not know God will accuse His people.  Once again, we must remember how they treated our master (Jesus) and realize that they will treat us the same.  Second of all, 1 John 3:20 makes clear that sometimes our own heart accuses us.  Many of us know this by experience – we are often our own worst enemies and our own worst judges.  And third, Rev. 12:10 refers to Satan as the “accuser of our brothers” who “accuses them day and night before our God” (see Job 1:9 and Zech. 3:1 for examples of Satan in this role).  Paul is not saying that no one will accuse us because there are plenty of people ready to bring charges against God's people.  

Paul's point is that none of those who bring charges against God's people can bring them successfully – in such a way that we are condemned.  Whether it is other people, we ourselves or Satan himself, we will never be condemned as a result of their accusations.  1 Pet. 2 which tells us to expect the accusations of those who are not Gods people makes clear that those accusations have no effect on our standing with God – we are still His chosen people and His royal priesthood (1 Pet. 2:9-10).  Moreover, 1 John 3:20 goes on to say that when our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart.  This means that His verdict of “righteous” trumps our verdict of “guilty”, because He is greater.  And Rev. 12:11 goes on to talk about how the “accuser of the brothers” has been thrown down.  Just as Satan's accusations did not work against Job (Job 1:9) or Joshua (Zech. 3:1), they will not work against us.  Incredibly, gloriously, we are free from condemnation – as Paul has already declared in this chapter: “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).  

But – just like Paul's previous point – this raises a question: how do we know that there is no condemnation?  How can we be sure?  The answer – just like with the previous point – is found in Jesus Christ.  How can we be sure that we will not be condemned?  According to Paul: “Christ Jesus is the one who died – more than that, who was raised – who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us” (8:34).  The reason there is no condemnation is because Jesus died – and took the condemnation for us.  The reason there is no condemnation is because Jesus was raised – proving that the “guilty” verdict had been overturned to “not guilty”.  The reason there is no condemnation is because Jesus is seated at God's right hand – in the position of ultimate power with the final say in all things.  The reason there is no condemnation is because Jesus is interceding for us – making sure that we have God's favor – no matter what – because of what He has already accomplished.  There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ.  We will never be condemned – by anyone or based on the accusations of anyone.  

III. “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ”? (8:35-39)

Paul's final question is found in verse 35 and actually takes up the rest of the text: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”  And, once again, as with the other questions, the answer – this time given explicitly – is that nothing can.  Just as nothing can overcome God's power or overturn God's grace and mercy, nothing can change His love for His people either.  

But, once again, Paul goes a bit deeper to make his point, because the fact that nothing can separate us from God's love does not mean that nothing will try.  There are all kinds of things that we must endure in this life that will try to rip us from God and separate us from His deep, transforming love – and Paul actually lists many of them in these verses.  First of all, our sufferings might tempt us to think that God has abandoned us or stopped loving us – things like tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, sword, and even death.  God's love does not exempt us from these things – in fact, Paul quotes Psalm 44:22 to make clear that we will endure such things.  And such terrible realities might make us think God's love has been removed.  Moreover, our battles with spiritual forces – like angels and rulers and powers - might make us despair of making it to the end.  Our present circumstances might cause us to assume that God does not love us because of what we are experiencing.  The fear of things that are coming in the future might cause us to question if God's love will endure to the end and if it will enable us to do the same.  In this sin-infected life, there are all kinds of things that might make us question God's love and care.  Paul is not denying such a reality. 

Rather, Paul's point is that none of the many things he mentions – or “anything else in all creation” – will separate us from the love God in Christ.  None of the things Paul mentioned can break the bond of fellowship and affection.  And nothing else that we could thing of beyond Paul's list can do so either.  Instead, Paul makes clear that we are “more than conquerors” over these things.  That is, not only will we have victory over them, we will have more than victory.  What does that mean?  It means – as we saw last week – that we will not only persevere through these things but they will actually work for our good (Rom. 8:28).  It is one thing to endure these things, but it is an even greater thing to go through them knowing that they – willing or not – are actually helping get you to your goal.  We are more than conquerors.  Nothing can separate us from God's love.  In fact, the things that will often make us question that love are actually demonstrations of that love as God uses them to transform us.  God's love is faithful and never-ending.  It is sure.  

But, how can this be?  How is that we can be the beneficiaries of such abundant, incredible, never-ending love?  Once again, the answer is found in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Paul is very clear – in verse 37 – that we are more than conquerors “through him who loved us”.  This phrase refers to Jesus Christ – the one who “having loved his own...loved them to the end” (John 13:1).  The reason that we are more than conquerors is not because of our might but because of Jesus.  The reason nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ is not because we are so loyal but because Jesus Christ was (and is) faithful.  Jesus made clear that no one can steal us away from the Father and the Son: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand” (John 10:27-29).  And He also made clear that nothing will ever cause the Father and the Son to stop loving us: “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.  For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.  And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up  on the last day.  For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:37-40).   Our faith and hope and confidence rests on the perfect, finished work of Christ.  Nothing can separate us from that love.  

Communion

As we contemplate the glorious message of this text, it is appropriate that we come to the table and celebrate communion. I would urge you, if you have never repented and believed, to recognize the incredible love God gives to His people. And recognize that this never-ending love is not automatically given to all people. Rather, it comes to those who repent of their sins and trust in Christ. Repent and believe so that you might be saved. 

And if you are believer, rejoice in the incredible, glorious love of God. Rejoice that nothing can overcome you because God is for you. Rejoice that no one can condemn you because God has justified you and Christ intercedes for you. And rejoice that nothing can separate you from the love of Christ because that love came to you in spite of you in the first place. You did not earn it, and you cannot forfeit it. Rejoice and celebrate as you take communion today.  Amen. 

