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The God Who Made Everything

Grace Community Church Sunday School

Carson, Don A.  The God Who Is There: Finding Your Place in God's Story.  Baker Books, 2010.

Primary Scripture Text: Genesis 1-2

I.  Genesis 1-2 and Science

We come to the Bible with our own cultural baggage.  Unfortunately, this is inescapable.  We read the Bible (and every other text, for that matter) in light of our own experiences, culture, background, and curiosities.  This comes to bear on Genesis in that we expect from Genesis all our questions about origins and science to be answered in a way that we deem satisfactory.

A.  Disclaimer to Christians

1.  Genesis doesn't provide any proof of either God's existence or intelligent design; it is simply assumed.

2.  Moses' intent in writing and God's intent in inspiring Genesis was not to deal directly with scientific questions.

3.  The matter of origins is not scientifically verifiable, regardless of your position on the matter.  By definition, science deals with that which is observable, quantifiable, and repeatable.

a.  Creation is not observable by any other than God.

b.  Creation is not quantifiable (how do you measure nothingness into somethingness?).  c.  Creation is not repeatable (how do you get nothing so that you can test making something out of it?).

4.  Intelligent design does not require the Triune God of the Old and New Testaments; do not equate ID with Genesis 1:1-2 and John 1:1.

B.  Disclaimer to Scientists

1.  Genesis outright rejects philosophical materialism.  Period.

2.  Science within its proper bounds does not compete with nor contradict a robust Christian faith.

3.  The matter of origins is not scientifically verifiable, regardless of your position on the matter.

II.  What this text teaches us about God.

A. God simply is.

1.  God is not argued for in Genesis (or in any other part of the Bible); God is assumed.

This is very interesting and instructive for us.  Apologetics (the science and art of arguing for the rationality, plausibility, and logical coherence of the Christian faith) is a helpful and needful tool in the Church's arsenal.  But we must be very careful when we become the arbiter of God and all things stemming from God.  We don't determine conclusively and finally that God exists; God determines conclusively and finally that we exist.

B. God made everything non-God.

God is, and everything that exists does so in light of God's existence.  Hebrews 1:3 says that Jesus upholds all things by the word of his power; that is to say, God actively maintains everything that exists in existence every moment.  The only reason you exist at this very moment is because Jesus Christ himself commands, “Be!  Stay in existence!”

The Creator-creature distinction is a thread that is consistently woven throughout the Scriptures, and has major implications for our lives (see IV.C.).

C.  There is only one God.

The Bible consistently emphasizes that there is only one God.  Deuteronomy 6 contains probably the most famous declaration of this truth (which is called the Shema and is recited by Orthodox Jews to this day): You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. Deuteronomy 6:5 (ESV)

There is an interesting and strange character to this one God, however; Genesis 1 records God speaking of himself in the plural.  The text is not clear exactly what is intended by this, but it is striking, nonetheless.  “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness...”

D.  God is a talking God.

“So the God of the Bible is not some abstract 'unmoved mover,' some spirit impossible to define, some ground of all beings, some mystical experience.  He has personality and dares to disclose himself in words that human beings could understand.  Right through the Bible, that picture constantly recurs.  However great or transcendent he is, he is a talking God” (20).

This is a fundamental part of everything that the Bible teaches, but with respect to creation, it carries this weight: the One who was there when it happened (because he was the One who did it) has described what happened in exactly the way he deemed fit for us to receive it.

E.  Everything God makes is very good.

God is good, and everything he makes is good.  God did not initially create a world in which there was death, decay, destruction, pain, imperfection, pride, arrogance, corruption, or any such thing (this has implications for the origins discussion).

We will see how God deals with the presence of death, decay, destruction, pain, imperfection, pride, arrogance, corruption, and the like in the coming weeks.  Foundationally, however, we must see that God is good and does good in all that he purposes.

F.  God completes his creative work and rests.

God completes his creative work at the end of six days and rests.  “When we are told that God rested from his work, the Bible does not mean that God says, in effect, 'Phew, am I tired.  I'm glad that's over.  I've really got to sit down and put my feet up.'  That is rather misreading the text.  He comes to the end of his week of creation—however we understand this 'week'—and  at the end of his creative work he stops.  He rests and designates this seventh day in a special way, a way that will be picked up later” (20).

G.  God's creation proclaims his greatness and glory.

This theme is implicit in Genesis 1-2 and explicit elsewhere in the Scriptures (e.g., Psalms 19, 104, et al.).

Science is a gateway to seeing the intricacy and beauty and creativity of the mind of God.  This perspective guards us against the opposing errors of castigating science as “the devil's work” on the one hand and blindly following every scientific fad on the other.

III.  What this text teaches us about ourselves.

A.  We are made in God's image.

“The point at this early juncture is that as God's image-bearers, we reflect God.  The ways in which we reflect God will get filled in as the Bible unfolds” (22).

Human beings are in many ways like the other animals, but we are most certainly not just an animal.  It is equally wrong to elevate animals as coequals with humans as it is to relegate humanity to nothing more than a beast.

B.  Human beings were made male and female.

Genesis 1 makes it clear that both men and women are made in the image of God, but Genesis 2 makes it clear that woman was made as a helper to man.  Genesis 2 establishes the natural order of human relations: a man and a woman will leave their father and mother and be themselves joined together in a new relationship: marriage.  Men and women are equally image-bearers, but unequally complementary in emotions and sexuality.

C.  Adam and Eve were originally innocent.

Adam and Eve were originally naked.  That is, their lack of clothing reflected a complete lack of shame and a complete lack of a need to hide anything.

IV.  Why Genesis 1-2 Are Important

A.  Genesis 1-2 provide the context for Genesis 3.  The goodness of God's original creation is the necessary setting for the evil that enters in Genesis 3.

B.  The doctrine of creation reappears in texts after the coming of Jesus, but revised.  God's dealing with the entrance of sin and death and destruction is portrayed as a recapitulation of the creation, but better.

C.  Our view of creation affects our worldview.

1.  There is one God who is over all, not many gods over little.  We do not wonder if the highway god will guard us, or if the vending machine god will steal our money (again).  There is one God who made all things and governs as Lord over all things.

2.  There is God, and there is non-God.  A pantheist says that everything is god, and god is everything.  We can then pursue whatever desires we want, because we are god(s).  In the Bible, however, there is one God, and then there's everything else.

D.  Creation grounds human responsibility and accountability.  As Creator, God has the right and authority to govern everything that he has made.  “He made us, and we owe him.  If we do not recognize this simple truth, then, according to the Bible, that blindness is itself a mark of how alienated from him we are.  It is for our good that we recognize it, not because he is the supreme bully but because without him we would not even be here, and we will certainly have to give an account to him” (26).

