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The God Who Became a Human Being

Grace Community Church Sunday School

Carson, Don A.  The God Who Is There: Finding Your Place in God's Story.  Baker Books, 2010.

I.  The Old Testament: God is coming.

– "In one sense, of course, the Old Testament narrative establishes that God comes to Abraham and calls him on his pilgrimage.  He comes to Moses and gives him certain tasks.  He comes to David and establishes a dynasty.  In the Old Testament, through large swaths of the biblical books, God is repeatedly said to come" (103).

A.  God is coming in judgment.

– God's coming is understood many times to be a fearful and dreadful thing.

– "'Why do you long for the day of the LORD?  That day will be darkness, not light'" (Amos 5:18).

– When we looked at God reigning, we saw that God is both king over all and king over Israel.  His coming in judgment affects not only his people, but all peoples who are sinful and wicked.  He judges the Amorites, Perizzites, the Hittites, the Jebusites, the Girgashites, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, and the Persians, too, not just the Israelites.

B.  God is coming with forgiveness and hope.

– "For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end" (Isaiah 9:6-7).

– Ezekiel 34—God will shepherd his people.

– 34:1-4 – the leaders—both political and religious—had failed the people miserably.  They fleeced the people's goods (pun intended) for their own benefit, but did nothing for the welfare and good of the people themselves.

– 34:10 – God himself will throw the bad shepherds out because of their uselessness.

– 34:12-16 – God himself will shepherd his people instead of these malicious leaders.

– 34:23-24 – David's son will be the God-sent shepherd of the people.

– Who is coming, God's Servant or David's son?  In some mysterious way, God's coming and the Davidic kingdom are the same promise.

II.  The New Testament: God has come.

A.  The Word: God's Self-Expression (John 1:1)

– "Word" here has the idea of self-expression or explanation.

– John begins by saying that God's self-expression is eternal ("In the beginning was..."), God's self-expression is God's peer ("he was with God"), and, in fact, was God himself ("he was God").

– All throughout the Old Testament, God's word has been supremely powerful: God spoke, and the universe came into existence, God spoke to Abraham, God spoke to Moses, God spoke to and through the prophets.

– "All these things God's word accomplishes: by his word, God reveals, he creates, he transforms, and John thinks to himself, 'Yes, that's the appropriate expression that summarizes all who Jesus is.'  He is God's self-expression, God's revelation; he is God's own agent in creation; and he comes to save and transform God's people" (109).

B.  What John Says about the Word (John 1:2-13)

1.  The Word creates us and everything else (1:3).

– According to Genesis 1:1, God made the heavens and the earth, i.e., everything.

– According to John 1:3, the Word made everything that exists.

– Everything we learned about God from the creation applies to the Word.  We are utterly dependent upon God because he is our Creator; we are equally dependent upon Jesus.

– Here is one of the many times in the New Testament where Jesus is clearly identified as God.  Jesus is not mostly God or not-God-but-more-than-human, but fully equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit in being the one true God.

2.  The Word gives light and life.

– The first thing to be created in Genesis, light, is here said to be given by Jesus.  Jesus gives life to all beings; that is their light.  Where once there was nothing but darkness (nothingness), Jesus brought light: the light of life.

– But also for John, light has a deeper, spiritual reference as well.  In 1:6-8, light is a metaphor of truth, of God's revealing himself.  The light of truth shines in the darkness of lies and wickedness, and the darkness does not understand nor overcome the light.

3.  The Word confronts and divides us.

– Jesus was not recognized by the crowds for who he really was, for a multitude of reasons.  Some were just superficially interested in his miracles.  Some refused to let go of the sin that he brought to light.

– Some did receive Jesus as he truly was.  "They are different because God has done something new in them.  There is a new creation.  There is a new birth.  He is starting something over in them, and they truly believe who Jesus really is" (113).

C.  The Word Becomes Flesh (John 1:14-18)

– Jesus already existed; he was "in the beginning"; he was "with God."  Jesus became something he wasn't before: he became human.

– John picks up five major themes from Exodus to explain the importance of Jesus becoming human.

1.  Tabernacle and Temple

– As we have seen in Exodus, the tabernacle was the place where the people met with God; his presence was there.

– A literal translation of John 1:14 would read, "The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us."  Jesus says further in John 2 that his body was the temple.

– "It is as if he were saying, 'If rebels are going to be reconciled to this holy God, they must come to him by means of the temple that God has ordained—and I am the temple'" (115).

2.  Glory

– Just as Moses asked to see God's glory (Exodus 33:18-19), John writes, "we have seen his glory" (John 1:14, emphasis added).

– John 2 says that Jesus making water into wine "revealed his glory."  While some saw only a miracle, the disciples saw the revelation of God, much like Moses saw the glory of the revealed God.

– Ultimately, God's glory is shown in Jesus being lifted up on a cross in suffering and shame, so that he might bring sinners to God in peace and restoration.

3.  Grace and Truth (Love and Faithfulness)

– When God proclaims his name to Moses, part of the declaration includes "full of steadfast love and faithfulness."  The Hebrew words for "steadfast love" and "faithfulness" correspond to the Greek words in John 1:14 for "grace" and "truth."

– The same God who punishes sinners also is full of grace and truth and forgives undeserving sinners.

– "Now John, reflecting on who Jesus is, this Jesus who manifests God's goodness, his glory on the cross, says that Jesus is 'full of grace and truth,' the grace and truth that brought him to the cross and paid for our sins" (116).

4.  Grace and Law

– What does "grace upon grace" mean?

– "It means we have all received a grace in place of a grace already given" (116).

– God was gracious in giving the law through Moses; most pagans had no idea what their "gods" expected from them.  They had to take a best-guess approach to sacrificing and praying and political strategy and so on; if it didn't work out, they only then knew that it probably wasn't the gods' will.

– With Jesus' coming, there was a new covenant made, one that is greater than the one made at Sinai.  The grace of God on the hill of Calvary eclipses the previous grace shown on Mount Sinai.

5.  Seeing God

– When Moses asks to see God's glory, he is told that no one can see God's face and live.  He is allowed to see God's "back parts," but not his face.

– In John 1:18, however, John says something amazing: we can see God, simply by looking at Jesus.  Jesus has seen God's face, and he is the "exact imprint" of his radiant glory (Hebrews 1).

– "Do you want to know what the character of God is like?  Study Jesus.  Do you want to know what the holiness of God is like?  Study Jesus.  Do you want to know what the wrath of God is like?  Study Jesus.  Do you want to know what the forgiveness of God is like?  Study Jesus.  Do you want to know what the glory of God is like?  Study Jesus all the way to that wretched cross.  Study Jesus" (117).

