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I.  God's Kingdom


When you hear the word "kingdom," what comes to mind?


Most often, when the Bible speaks of the "kingdom of God," it's referring more to God's active 
reign and not that over which God reigns.  There are two senses in which God is King in the 
Old Testament: he is king over all, and he is king over Israel.

A.  Over All

– Kings and queens today are rather atypical for royalty: all pomp and circumstance, but no real legislative authority (e.g., the constitutional monarchy in Great Britain).

– In the Bible, there is no such idea as a constitutional monarchy; Psalm 103:19 says, "The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all."

– Further, in Daniel 4:35, Nebuchadnezzar confesses, "He [i.e., God] does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of earth.  No one can hold back his hand or say to him, 'What have you done?'"

– In this sense of kingdom, everyone and everything is in or under God's kingdom; God as Creator made all things and therefore rightfully reigns over all things.

B.  Over Israel

– God is also spoken of as the King of Israel, the one who called them to himself from Abraham to Moses.

– In this sense, you are only in the kingdom of God if you belong to the covenant community.

II.  From Judges to Kings

A.  The Book of Judges

– Moses leads the Israelites out of Egypt, but because of their faithlessness, they wander in the wilderness for 40 years.  The second generation of Israelites to come out of Egypt does enter the Promised Land under Joshua's leadership.

– After Joshua's death, Israel fell into a vicious cycle:

forgetfulness → disobedience → punishment → cries for mercy → deliverance

– Each time the people cried out to him, God raised up a judge.  Judges weren't necessarily spiritual leaders; in fact, some were morally bankrupt.

– The downward spiral was summed up in Judges 21:25: "There was no king in Israel, and every man did what was right in his own eyes."

– Carson: "It is as if the book ends by saying, 'O God, how we need a king to order our lives and secure our nation'" (73).

B.  Saul

– The people beg the prophet Samuel for a king.  Their motives, however, were not to have a spiritual leader for the nation, not to have someone keep them faithful and obedient to the covenant, not even to maintain justice and good order.

– Rather, they wanted a king so that they could be just like the other pagan nations around them.  God set them apart to be different and point to his glory; they wanted to be just the opposite, i.e., just the same.

– God declares to Samuel that the people's rebellion is not against him as prophet but against God himself.  God gives them their desire: he gives them Saul son of Kish, from the tribe of Benjamin to be the first king of Israel.

Why is Saul's Benjaminite lineage significant, based on what we know from Genesis?

– Saul begins well, but he does not persevere in the faith and becomes a "corrupt, paranoid, fearful, brutal, and ungodly man who craves more power.  Anybody he sees as a threat to his authority, he wants to kill" (73).

C.  David

– To replace Saul, God raises up his man (the "man after God's own heart"), David son of Jesse of the tribe of Judah.

– David is a military hero, an able administrator, and beloved by the people.  He moves the national capital from Hebron to Jerusalem, and builds himself a cedar palace there.

III.  2 Samuel 7

A.  A King with Religious Initiatives Restrained (2 Samuel 7:1-11)

– It was at this point—when David had established himself in Jerusalem,when his palace was finished—that David said to himself, "Here I am in a finished cedar palace, and the Ark of God is in a tent."

– Here, David wants to do something to honor God.  He wants to build a temple for God's worship, something permanent (foreseen in Deuteronomy), not the portable tabernacle.

– Nathan the prophet tells David, "Sounds great.  Go to it"; God interrupts and says, "Hold on a minute.  It's not going to happen this way, and here's why."

1.  Only God takes the initiative in the major points in redemptive history.  God took the initiative to call Abraham and to make a covenant with him (remember the ceremony of the halved animals and God alone walking through).

Ultimately, it comes down to the fact that God will not share his glory with anyone else.  "God is really not open to our suggestions about how to run the universe, and that is in effect his first objection" (76).

2.  God makes his servants great, not the other way around.  It is clearly right and good to want to and to do things that make God look great to everyone else.  It is not right and good to do that if we think we're doing God a favor when we do so.  We're not competing with the pagans to see who's the Ultimate Worship ChampionTM; God takes lowly shepherd boys and makes them into kings.

B.  A Dynasty with Unending Promise Disclosed (2 Samuel 7:11-17)

– God restrains David's desire, but responds with an incredible promise.  God says in effect, "David, you want to build me a house; instead, I'm going to build you a house."

– God is using a pun here; David wants to build a building, but God is going to build a dynasty.

– Truths about God's promise

1.  The dynasty will not fail as a result of disobedience like Saul.

2.  The king, when he walks with God, will be God's "son."

– In our day, we speak and think of fathers only in the sense of "the male member of my family who is immediately in authority over me."

– In the Bible's time and culture, you did whatever your father did.  If he was a carpenter, you were a carpenter.  You were like your father.

– So, when Jesus makes statements like, "You're from your father the Devil," he's saying that they're acting just like the Devil.  Belial is a word that means "son of worthlessness."  To call someone Belial is to say, "Your daddy must be worthless, because you're just like him."

– When God says that the Davidic king would be his son, he's not saying that the king would become divine, but rather that the king rules as God's representative.  He is to be a picture to the people of how God reigns over them all.

3.  The dynasty would last forever.

– There are only two ways this promise can be fulfilled:

a.  There is an unending succession of sons that take the throne.

b.  There is a single heir who lives forever.

– We see later in the Old Testament further glimpses about this Davidic kingdom, particularly in Isaiah 9:6-7.  The child who is born "will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom", and yet be called "Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace."

C.  A King with Spectacular Privileges Humbled (2 Samuel 7:18-27)

– David's tune drastically changes from, "Let me do something for you, Lord," to "I am unworthy of such great honor and grace you've shown me, Lord."

– That is the proper response to all of God's grace.

IV.  From King David to King Jesus

A.  What Happened After David

– 2 Samuel 7 happened about 1000 BC.  The nation's history was not pretty for the next 500 years or so.

– 2 generations after David, the kingdom splits into to nations: Israel to the north and Judah to the south.  David's line reigns over the southern kingdom of Judah.

– The nation is wracked with idolatry and sin and wickedness; the northern kingdom is carried away into captivity by the Assyrian Empire in 722 BC.

– The southern kingdom persists with a few godly kings, but they succumb to wickedness as well; they are carried away into captivity in 586 BC.

– God's people are then ruled for the next 500 years or so by other nations: Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome.

B.  D-Day and V-E Day

– Then Jesus of Nazareth shows up, and starts preaching, "The time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at hand, repent and believe in the gospel."

– Jesus speaks as though the kingdom has already arrived, and also that it has not yet fully come.  We can think of the difference between the two like the difference between D-Day and V-E Day.

– In World War II, the turning point of the war was the invasion of Normandy by the Allied forces in 1944.  Victory at Normandy meant that the war was essentially over.  The Nazis were defeated and on the run, fighting the Allies in the west and the Soviets in the east.  It was over.

– Hitler didn't give up; some of the fiercest fighting happened after D-Day (e.g., the Battle of the Bulge).  But a year after D-Day, V-E Day happened—Victory in Europe Day.

– Jesus' first coming was D-Day.  Victory has been declared because it has been bought.  But, it's not yet fully finished.  There is still fierce fighting ahead.  But one day, full and final victory will be declared, and he will welcome us into Paradise: his presence.  That's V-E Day.

