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The God Who Is Unfathomably Wise

Grace Community Church Sunday School

Carson, Don A.  The God Who Is There: Finding Your Place in God's Story.  Baker Books, 2010.

I.  Psalms

A.  Psalm 1

1.  Describing the righteous negatively (1:1).

– First of all, we are told what the righteous man is not like.

– There's a progression here: walk in the counsel of the wicked → stand in the way of sinners → sit in the seat of scoffers.

– walking in the advice of wicked people will cause you to stand in the path of sinners, which ultimately leads to scoffing the very truths of God and God himself—a scoffer

– The psalm says that you're blessed for not doing these things.

2.  Describing the righteous positively (1:2-3).

– Instead of being influenced by sinners and scoffers, the righteous man delights in the law of Yahweh, meditating on it and him night and day.

– The image of a deeply rooted, well-nourished tree is used to describe the righteous man's stability and prosperity.

3.  Describing the wicked (1:4-5).

– The wicked man is the exact opposite of the righteous man: instead of being deeply rooted, well-fed, and fruitful, he is the useless and wind-blown chaff that gets swept away and burned.

4.  The conclusion (1:6).

– The world is black and white, according to the psalmist.  You are either the blessed righteous man or you are the condemned wicked man.  This "wisdom psalm," as it's called, presents a twofold option.

– Jesus, following in this wisdom tradition, presented twofold options himself in his teaching.  He taught about two gates, two paths, two builders.  You are either one or the other.

– "Now you see what is scary about wisdom literature in general and Psalm1 in particular.  If we are really honest, we must face the fact that we never quite fit the good way.  Oh, there may be times when we delight in the law of the Lord and meditate on it day and night.  There are other times, quite frankly, when it is a real struggle to delight in the law of the Lord.  There are times when the counsel of the ungodly sounds very attractive.  If there are only two ways, where does that leave us?" (90).

– Wisdom literature like Psalm 1 helps to clarify reality for us, but it alone cannot save us.

B.  Psalm 8: a Genesis psalm.

C.  Psalm 19: general and special revelation.

D.  Psalm 40: the struggles of sin and life and God's faithfulness to deliver. 

E.  Psalm 51: the heartfelt repentance of a believer.

II.  Proverbs

A.  Lady Wisdom vs. Dame Folly

– Solomon presents the contrast between wisdom and foolishness as two women vying for the affection of a man.

– Solomon pleads with his son not to be taken in with the slick marketing of Dame Folly; she's all promises and no delivery.

B.  The fear of Yahweh

– Proverbs offers wisdom to its readers, but its assumptions are crucial to understand the whole book.

– "The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction" (1:7); "The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is insight" (9:10).

– True wisdom and knowledge are founded upon a fear of God.  Someone who's never gone to high school can be wiser and know more than someone with multiple doctorates if he fears God.

C.  Proverbs aren't promises.

– Proverbs offers wisdom in the form of pithy, usually two-line nuggets.  They're proverbs, not promises.

– Proverbs gives instruction on how to live in a godly way.  Listing all the exceptions to the rule weakens the force of the intended instruction being conveyed.

– e.g., Proverbs 21:17 – "Whoever loves pleasure will be a poor man; he who loves wine and oil will not be rich."

– It's clearly not universally true that hedonists and drunks are always poor; there are plenty of those who are rich and living it up.

– The purpose is to show what godly living should look like, viz., don't run after pleasure and earthly treasures and drunkenness as your life's goal and ultimate desire.

– All things being equal, it's true that industriousness and frugality turn out better than hedonism and drunkenness.

– e.g., Proverbs 22:6 – "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it."

– Again, the purpose here is not to promise that godly parents will only have godly children, but rather to emphasize the importance of teaching children the ways of the Lord.

III.  Job

A.  Summary

– Job is a godly, upright man who loves the Lord and serves him well.  Meanwhile, in the spiritual realms beyond Job's knowledge, Satan is given permission to attack Job's property and health to see if he will turn away from following God.  Job's friends visit him in his agony and try to counsel him.  They become more and more forceful in claiming he must have sinned; why else would he be suffering so?  Ultimately, God appears and speaks to remind them all that his ways and purposes are not subject to human evaluation and criticism, nor are humans privy to all his plans.

B.  The issues at stake:

1.  How are we to explain suffering?

2.  How are we to respond to suffering?

IV.  Ecclesiastes

A.  Solomon's experiment: to see what (if anything) life "under the sun" has to offer.

– The book is a form of argument known as reductio ad absurdum, a reduction to absurdity.  He basically says to an atheist, "Let's assume you're right.  Let's assume for the sake of discussion that it's true that there is no God and this world and this life are all that there is.  Here's how it leads to absurd, bad, false, and worthless conclusions.  There must be something beyond this world and this life."

B.  Solomon's conclusion (12:13): "The end of the matter; all has been heard.  Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man."

V.  Wisdom Literature and Wisdom Incarnate

A.  Why the wisdom literature?

– The wisdom literature of the Bible shows us what godly living looks like.  It reveals the wisdom of God applied to everyday living, and it uncovers the grim darkness of our own hearts.

– We see that we should be the righteous man of Psalm 1, but we are not.

– Wisdom literature serves the function of making us despair of ourselves and making us long for the day when it will be possible to live as the righteous, wise people we should be.

B.  Wisdom Incarnate

– Ultimately, the wisdom books point us forward to Jesus Christ.

– The book of Job points us to the One who suffers unjustly on behalf of sinners, all according to the hidden plan of God.

– The book of Psalms points us to the One who rejoices, mourns, struggles, and ultimately hopes in God, all without sin.

– The book of Proverbs points us to the One who obeyed the law perfectly and exemplified perfect wisdom and perfect living.

– The book of Ecclesiastes shows us that we need a Savior and must submit to a Lord, for we are terrible lords and wasteful, worthless idols ourselves.

– The Song of Solomon shows us the beauty of a husband and wife being intoxicated with love; we know from Ephesians that that kind of love is a picture of Christ's love for his people.

