An Overview of the Bible: Introduction

Grace Community Church Sunday School

I.  Creation (Genesis)

The one and only, true and living God creates everything that is not-God out of nothing simply by the word of his power.  He creates all things good, and his creation culminates in the creation of humanity, the image-bearers of God.

II.  Fall (Genesis)

Our First Parents, Adam and Eve, sinned against God by dishonoring and disobeying him.  They bring the curses of sin and death upon themselves and all the rest of creation.

III.  Redemption (Genesis - Jude)

God does not destroy Adam and Eve, as his justice demanded.  Rather, he promised One who would come and undo the works of the devil and do away with sin.  The majority of the Bible is about the expectation and fulfillment of this Promised One.

The story of the Bible is an unfolding clarification of who this promised One will be and what he will do.  There is a progressive narrowing in Genesis as to how God will bring this about.  We begin with the promise of a Seed of the woman who will crush the Serpent's head.  Then, we learn that he will be a son of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob, then of Judah.

Judah and his brothers and their families move to Egypt to escape the famine in Canaan.  Within just a few generations, the Israelites (as they're called) grow so numerous that they become a threat to the Egyptians.  Egypt enslaves them for centuries.

Finally, God raises up a deliverer: Moses.  Through mighty signs and wonders, God brings his people out of Egypt with a mighty hand; he crushes the Egyptians in defeat.  The people are whiny and disobedient, but God provides for them.

Having brought them out of Egypt, God has bought the people of Israel as his own.  He gives them the terms or expectations of his people at Mount Sinai, in the desert between Egypt and Canaan.

The people are faithless, whiny, and rebellious.  God punishes them by forbidding them from entering the Promised Land (Canaan, the land promised to Abraham).  The second generation, led by Moses' protege Joshua, will be the ones to take the land.

Joshua leads the people in the conquest of the land.  During Joshua's days, the Israelites generally reflected the spiritual health of their leader, but after Joshua died, the people fell into disbelief and disobedience.

The book of Judges is the solemn, depressing catalog of the Israelites' failures to live up to the terms given at Sinai.  The theme of the book is “There was no king in Israel, and everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).  There is the cycle of disobedience, punishment, repentance, and deliverance in the time of the judges.  The book of Ruth happens during this time.

Then, a new chapter in the history of redemption occurs—the establishment of the monarchy in Israel.  The people demand a king from the resident national prophet, Samuel, but not for godly reasons.  They want a king so that they can be like the nations around them, not so that they can have a godly leader to guide them in the ways of the Lord.  They choose Saul, who reigns for forty years, but does not finish as well as he started.  He was rejected by God.

Then, the man God chose to be on the throne takes power: David, the son of Jesse.  David was a good king who loved the Lord and served him well (for the most part).  David secured and expanded Israel's borders, captured Jerusalem, and made it the capital of Israel.  He wanted to build the temple for the Lord, since the portable tabernacle (a fancy tent) was the only place of worship.  Instead, God said that David's son Solomon would build the temple, and God promised that a descendant of David's would reign on the throne forever.

David reigned forty years, as did Solomon.  Solomon was blessed by God with unmatched wisdom and wealth.  Solomon's wisdom—borne out of good and bad experience—is seen in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.

After Solomon, however, the kingdom of Israel split into northern and southern kingdoms.  The northern kingdom, called Israel, consisted of 10 of the 12 tribal territories (all except for Benjamin and Judah).  The southern kingdom, called Judah, consisted of those remaining two tribes.  Israel's kings were not from David's line and were consistently wicked and led the people astray.  God destroyed the northern kingdom and its capitol, Samaria, in 722 BC by the Assyrian Empire.  The southern kingdom of Judah was the Davidic dynasty, and there was a mixture of godly and wicked kings in that line.  Ultimately, the wickedness of the people had grown so much that God destroyed Jerusalem and the southern kingdom in 586 BC by the Babylonian Empire under the rule of King Nebuchadnezzar.

All during the time of the kings, God sent his men to preach to the kings and the people and call them back to faithfulness to the covenant arrangement made so many centuries before at Sinai and renewed before entering Canaan.  Most did not see much “success.”

Some of the prophets lived and ministered during the Exile into Babylon, including Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.  Daniel saw the Judahite kingdom fall to Babylon, and the Babylonian kingdom fall to the Medes and the Persians.  Under the Persians, Jews under the leadership of Ezra the scribe and Nehemiah the royal cupbearer returned to Judah and Jerusalem and began rebuilding.  The temple was rebuilt, but not even close to the same level of beauty and splendor it once had under Solomon's reign.

From the time of Malachi, the last Old Testament book, until the New Testament was about 400 years.  God did not send any prophets like he had before during this time.  The question lingered: had God forsaken his promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and David?

Then, out of nowhere, John the Baptist appears, looking and acting just like the most important Old Testament prophet, Elijah.  He was preaching about the necessity of repentance and baptizing people as an outward sign of that repentance.  He was preaching about Someone who was coming after him, whose way he was preparing.  This One who was coming he identified as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world” (John 1:29).

In the New Testament, all the foreshadowings and promises of the One who was to come are fulfilled in Jesus the Christ.  He is the Seed of the woman, the Son of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He is from David's lineage, and is the rightful heir to the throne.

Jesus, although he was fully God, became a flesh-and-blood human being and lived sinlessly on earth for over thirty years.  He began his public ministry by preaching and calling disciples to himself.  He was often at odds with the religious leaders of the Jews, groups known as the Pharisees and Sadducees.  Eventually, these leaders conspired to falsely convict Jesus and have him executed by the Romans, the reigning world power at the time.  Jesus was arrested, falsely accused, convicted, and sentenced to die by crucifixion.  He was murdered while two thieves were executed on either side of him.  He was buried in a new tomb, and God raised him from the dead on the third day.  He appeared to over 500 people after his resurrection, and the Church (as we know it) was born after Jesus returned to heaven and sent the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.

Since that day, the Holy Spirit has indwelt believers from the moment of their conversion.  The book of Acts records the growth of the gospel's influence and the Church from a few disciples to a world-changing missionary movement with far-reaching effects.

The New Testament is made up of mostly letters of instruction, encouragement, warning, rebuke, and theological instruction from apostles (or appointees of apostles) to individuals or churches.

IV.  New Creation (Revelation)

The final book of the New Testament, Revelation, is a letter to be distributed to seven churches in Asia Minor (in and around modern-day Turkey).  It contains the visions given to John the apostle while he was imprisoned for his faith on the island of Patmos.  The visions are highly symbolic (and difficult to interpet), and regard the present and future state of the Church.  The visions culminate in what the final state will be like, both for those who are believers in the Lord Jesus and for those who are not.

