Grace Community Church Sunday School

Church History

Every Action…: The Counter Reformation

Mystics

-- The Oratory of Divine Love (Genoa, 1497) was a lay movement that called for spiritual reform.

-- The spiritual decline and neglect within the RCC prompted many to call for reform.

-- Teresa of Avila (Ste. Teresa)

-- Juan de la Cruz (John of the Cross)


-- wrote Dark Night of the Soul

-- not an official response to the Reformation

Jesuits

-- Founder: Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556)

-- came from a wealthy Spanish family; very irresponsible

-- joins a mercenary army in his early 20s; almost killed when a cannonball shattered his leg

-- had a religious experience in the hospital; made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land after his release

-- Loyola and Luther

	Martin Luther
	Ignatius Loyola

	Religious experience in field after lightning strike
	Religious experience in hospital after war wound

	Joins a highly ascetic monastery
	Joins a highly ascetic monastery

	Joined monastery looking for inner peace
	Joined monastery looking for inner peace

	Contemplated suicide
	Contemplated suicide

	Found solace in justification by faith alone in Christ alone
	Found solace in fanatical devotion to the Pope and the RCC based on mystical visions


-- 1534: Loyola forms _____________________________ (new religious order); members known as Jesuits


-- 1540: Pope approves of new order

-- 1541: names himself General of the new order (established on military terms; e.g., captains, lieutenants, etc.)

-- Vows


(1) Poverty


(2) Celibacy


(3) Obedience to the order


(4) ______________________________________________________

-- The toughest order to get into; equally difficult to stay in.

-- Primary purposes


(1) Fight __________________ (i.e., Protestantism)


(2) Teach RCC doctrines

(3) Foreign missions (accompany conquistadors on Spanish and Portuguese incursions into the Americas)


-- Spiritual Exercises



-- The end justifies the means.



-- Endorsed the execution of Lutheran dukes



-- Endorsed the assassination of the King of England (Edward VI)



-- contains a compilation of Loyola’s visions


-- Reined in by the Vatican II council (in the 1960s)

The Inquisition

-- inaugurated in 1184 by Pope Lucius III; the purpose was to hunt down the Waldenses (evangelicals who wanted to participate in Bible study and prayer meetings) and the Albigenses/Cathars

-- motivation: _______________


-- This is during the Crusades; the Crusading spirit was declining.


-- It was a way to win something—maybe not in the Holy Land, but perhaps in Southwestern Europe

-- bishops were authorized “to make inquisition to heresy”

-- By the mid-1200s, ___________________ was used in inquisitions

-- By the mid-1200s, popes authorized the hiring of ______________________ inquisitors (mostly Dominicans)

-- The inquisitions peaked in the late 1400s in Spain with the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella


-- removed the Moors (Spanish Muslims), Jews, and heretical Christians


-- hired full-time Grand Inquisitor Tomas de Torqemada



-- at least __________ were killed under Torqemada’s reign as Grand Inquisitor (1420-1498)



-- another __________ were killed under Ximenez (1436-1517)

-- The Inquisition turned its focus to the ___________________________

-- Eventually the ______________ were given control of inquisitions instead of the Dominicans

-- Last execution: 1781

-- Abolished: 1834

The Index

-- “The Index of Prohibited Books”

-- a list published and constantly revised by the RCC of books that Catholics were prohibited to read

-- authors included ____________________, _____________________, and _____________________ (surprise, surprise)

-- enforced in 1557 by Pope Paul IV

-- reading a banned book  excommunication

-- imprimatur – official RCC logo placed on the title page of books appropriate for Roman Catholics to read (papal seal of approval, essentially)

-- maintained until Vatican II (1966)

The Council of Trent

-- 1545-1563 (longest in history) in Trent, Italy

-- Purpose: deal with Protestant heresy

-- Tridentine Reforms

(1) ________________ should occur


-- priests should be trained


-- add sermons to the Mass


-- the Reformers’ congregations were very effectively educated

(2) _________________ should be founded

-- The bishop of every diocese where there was no adequate university was required to create one.

-- In a survey done in the early 16th century in Western Europe, 85% of the priests couldn’t locate the Ten Commandments in the Bible

-- Most priests were illiterate and uneducated.

(3) Rules for clerical conduct


-- moral reform: no more brothels for priests, etc.

-- impetus for change: stave off the loss of ______________ (more converts to Protestantism  less revenue from offerings)

(4) Bishops allowed only one diocese


-- Bishops were to be spiritual men and pastor their dioceses

-- Tridentine Doctrinal Statements

(1) Condemnation of Protestant doctrine


-- Excommunication of all Protestants

(2) Apocrypha included in the Canon (officially)


-- There had been no official word from the Church authorities on the Apocrypha until this point.


-- deuterocanon = “second canon”

-- The Protestants had rejected the Apocrypha as canonical; the books were okay to read now and then, but not to accept as binding upon all believers

(3) The Vulgate (Jerome’s Latin translation ca. AD 420) pronounced inspired in all its parts

-- Latin was not the common people’s language; this gave the Church the opportunity to control the teaching of Scripture

-- the Protestants were raising the cry of the Renaissance: ad fontes!  Back to the sources!

(4) Seven sacraments reaffirmed


-- Luther and the Protestants rejected 5 of 7

(5) Authority = Bible + tradition


-- The Church is the authority for Roman Catholics


-- The Church produces several pathways to exercise that authority, including the Bible


-- Protestants: The authoritative __________ produces the ____________


   Catholics: The authoritative _________ produces the _____________

(and conciliar decisions and papal pronouncements ex cathedra)


-- Protestants: sola Scriptura! _____________ alone!


  Catholics: sola ecclesia! ______________ alone!

(6) Good works assist in justification


-- Justification is by faith and works; it can be lost if the works slack off or fail


-- This is a direct contradiction and refutation of Luther’s justification by ________________________

(7) The Church alone can interpret doctrine


-- Luther: my conscience is captive to the Word of God


-- The Council of Trent: no one has the right to say what Luther did


-- Individual interpreters = no sure foundation for truth

(8) Defined and reaffirmed transubstantiation

(9) Affirmed and defined purgatory


-- extensively explained and elaborated by Pope Gregory I (ca. AD 600)


-- purgatory had never been officially affirmed by a Church Council until then

