Outpourings of the Spirit!: The First Great Awakening

Grace Community Church Sunday School

“When we come to the early 1700s in America, we are now in the third or fourth generation of the settlers who first came to these shores.  And strangely enough, sadly enough, at that time—not too many generations, just three or four—there was a kind of spiritual decline, or deadness, that had set in and was affecting the American churches.  It was a time of what we would call dead Orthodoxy, or, as Jonathan Edwards would put it, dullness.  There was dullness, deep-seated boredom with the Gospel on the part of many people, and in the stony soil of that boredom, all manner of sin sprang up.” – David Calhoun

Reasons for the Need for a Great Awakening

1.  Decline of _____________ on the frontier

2.  Decline of ______________ in city life

3.  Decline of __________________

Major Figures in the American and British Great Awakening

1.  Theodore Frelinghuysen (1691-1747)

2.  Gilbert Tennent (1703-1764)

3.  Solomon Stoddard (1643-1729)

4.  Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758)

5.  John (1703-1791) and Charles (1708-1788) Wesley

6.  Samuel Davies (1723-1761)

7.  Shubal Stearns (1706-1771)

8.  George Whitefield (1714-1770)

Results of the Great Awakening

1.  Many conversions.

2. Evangelical ecumenism.

3.  “Spiritual democracy.”

4.  Schools founded.

Recommended: Covenant Theological Seminary iTunes U Lectures on Christian History II by David Calhoun.

