Grace Community Church Sunday School

Church History

The Reformation Begins: Martin Luther

Early Life and Spiritual Background

Born in 1483, but story begins in1505 with Martin in an open field in a thunderstorm.

“St. Anne, save me! I will _______________________________.”

A.  Fear of God and the Church

– anfechtung -

B.  Monastic Orders

– Luther's purpose in joining the monastery:

C.  Ways to Salvation in the RCC


1.  Self-help



– ascetic practices (e.g., fasting, prayer, self-denial, sleeping without blankets, etc.)



– “If anyone could be saved by monkery, it was I”



– the problem:


2.  The Merits of the Saints



– facere quod in se est (FQISE)= 



– If that's not good enough, then get ______________________________________



– Thomas Aquinas (Medieval RCC theologian and scholar): the Treasury of Merit




–  saints = 




– works of supererogation = 



– “Who knows if it is so?”


3.  Mysticism



– 1508: transferred to University of ____________________________



– Dean of the School: Johann von Staupitz




– heard the confessions of the professors




– Luther would confess from _____ to _____ hours



– von Staupitz to Luther: just love God



– Luther's question/problem:

The Reluctant Revolutionary

A.  Discovering the Truth: Luther the Bible Professor

1. Luther is appointed Professor of Bible by von Staupitz



– Luther's response:



– von Staupitz's intent:

2. 1513-1517: Luther lectures on Psalms, Romans, and Galatians



– Psalm 22




– Luther is shocked: the Messiah has _______________________!  How can this be?




– Luther realizes Christ died not only for ___________________________ but also for 




______________________________ as well




– Christ is not only ________________________ but here he is the ________________



– Romans 1:16-17




– Luther had always understood “the righteousness of God” in terms of FQISE




– Here, however, he reads that the righteous “shall live by faith”




– Luther's done everything possible to earn righteousness, but here he begins to 




understand he is to live by faith




– Luther no longer ____________ God but now _________________ him



– Romans 3:21-26




– The pieces fall into place




– God is the great Lawgiver and cannot sweep sin under the rug but rather must punish it




– By providing Jesus to be the Substitute Sacrifice, God can be both Just and the Justifier 


of the ungodly

B.  Beginnings of a Theological Revolution

1. The Ninety-five Theses




– motivation: _____________
  (see 1 Timothy 6:10)




– indulgence = 




– scribbles a document and nails it to ________________________________________




– October 31, 1517




– Luther's argument

2. Early Debates (Augustinian Monks, Cardinal Cajetan, Johann Eck)




– Debate with Cardinal Cajetan at Augsburg in Fall 1518





– Cajetan: The pope is over Scripture, and the pope endorses the doctrines Luther 



criticizes; Luther: “I deny that the pope is above Scripture”

3. Small Books and Tracts

1. To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation – papacy is hurtful to the people, appeal to political support (the lack of which got John Huss burned)

2. Babylonian Captivity of the Church – theological problems with RCC

3. On Christian Liberty – the core of Lutheran theology: ______________________________

C.  The Crossing of the Rubicon: The Diet of Worms

– April 1521

– diet =

– Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther after the three books were published; Luther burns the papal bull and a copy of Catholic Canon Law (equivalent to ________________________________________ )

– Johann Eck was the interrogator: “Are these your books? Will you recant the teachings in these books?”

– After a night to pray, Luther's response:


"Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain reason—I do not accept the authority of the popes 
and councils, for they have contradicted each other—my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I 
cannot and I will not recant anything for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. God 
help me. 
Amen."

– Diet voted to condemn Luther, but he was smuggled out before he could be executed

Constructing a Reformation

A.  Bible Translation


– spends time in Wartburg Castle translating Bible into German


– to Luther, this was one of his three most important constributions


– very readable, very idiomatic


– the standard German translation (Die Bibel) for 300 years; essentially the German KJV

B.  Luther the Theologian


– The Church



– very Augustinian: the Church is the communion of the saints



– distinction between visible and invisible church


– The Lord's Supper



– rejects RCC (Aquinas) doctrine of transubstantiation



– transubstantiation = the bread and wine __________________ the flesh and blood of Christ




– Aquinas married Aristotle's philosophy with Christian doctrine




– the bread and wine retain the “accidents” (outward appearances to the senses) of bread 


and wine, but the “substances” (the actual stuff that's there) are the flesh and blood of 



Christ




– Hoc est corpus meum = according to legend, the Reformers mocked this falsehood by 



calling it “hocus pocus”



– Luther's alternative: the Real Presence




– the physical glorified body of Jesus was ubiquitous; Jesus' glorified body is 




omnipresent




– hence, the physical (“real”) presence of Jesus is “_____, _______, and _________” the




bread and the wine




– the problem: 


– Baptism



– paedobaptism



– Luther is a conservative Reformer; he keeps the connection with the past and the RCC



– problems




– Luther holds to baptismal regeneration and justification by faith alone at the same 



time (!?!)


– Civil Government



– Two Kingdoms



(1) 



(2) 



– Luther used the ________________ to reform the _________________ (as did Calvin and 


Zwingli).

The Real Issue Behind the Reformation: Erasmus and the Lure of Moderate Reform

1524: Erasmus writes The Freedom of the Will


– accuses Luther of abandoning the “traditional” Catholic view of free will (semi-Pelagianism)

1525: Luther writes The Bondage of the Will in response


– lays out a view of predestination and human will stronger than anything Calvin would ever say


– Luther is a hard-core determinist


– a lot of similarities in Calvin's and Luther's views

Recommended Resources

R.C. Sproul.  The Insanity of Luther.  Audio Lecture from Ligonier Ministries.  An excellent discussion of Luther's life and background.  See Steven for a copy.

Timothy George.  Theology of the Reformers.  Dr. George gives a brief biographical sketch of the four major Reformers (Martin Luther, John Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, and Menno Simons) and the theology that each taught—good and bad.  ISBN: 080542010-X.

