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II. Catholic Religious Response

-- Oratory of Divine Love (Genoa, 1497) – lay movement that called for spiritual reform

-- spiritual decadence in Rome prompted many to call for reform

-- mystics


-- Teresa of Avila (Ste. Teresa)



-- young woman in an Augustinian convent



-- very passionate about her relationship to God



-- suffered from constant illness, internal conflicts



-- extreme ascetic



-- “Lord, either let me suffer or let me die!”

-- at age 40-41, she had an ecstatic experience in which she believed she went into some sexual encounter with God (physical union with God)


-- Juan de la Cruz (John of the Cross)



-- The Dark Night of the Soul

-- a person must empty himself completely of himself in order to be filled with God


-- this was not an official response by Rome

A. Jesuits

-- This was the most effective weapon of popular propaganda.  The founder was Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556).

-- Ignatius came from a wealthy Spanish family; very irresponsible young man

-- decides in his early 20s to join a mercenary army on a whim; hit by a cannonball, shattering his leg and almost killing him—hospitalized for the better part of a year

-- religious experience in the hospital after reading religious literature; decides to dedicate his life to the service of God

-- released from the hospital; makes a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1523

-- returns home and enters a monastery; very committed ascetic (comparable to Luther)

-- very frustrated with the other monks in his monastery; felt they were lazy

-- looking for inner peace (like Luther)

-- contemplated suicide (like Luther)

-- did not find his solace in iustificatio sola fide, but by fanatical devotion to the church based on visions (unlike Luther)



-- 1534: forms new religious order: the Society of Jesus




-- 1540: pope approves of the new order




-- 1541: names himself General (generalissimo) of the new order

-- Jesuits established along military lines (captains, lieutenants, etc.)

-- Crusader armies established military monastic orders (Templars, Hospitallers, Knights of St. John)

-- Jesuits take vows of poverty, celibacy, obedience to the order

-- fourth Jesuit vow: vow of devotion to the pope

-- toughest order to get into (Green Berets of the monastic orders)


-- very hard to get into, very hard to stay in

-- main purpose


(1) fight heresy (Protestantism)


(2) teach Catholic truth

(3) do foreign missions (accompany conquistadors—Spanish/Portuguese incursion into the Americas)

-- advances in naval technology allowed them to do this better



-- Spiritual Exercises




-- the end justifies the means




-- endorsed execution of Lutheran dukes




-- endorsed assassination of King of England (Edward VI)

-- contains a compilation of his visions, which include the assassination



-- Francis Xavier – Jesuit missionary to India and Japan




-- died on his way to mission work in China



-- reined in by Vatican II

B. Inquisition

-- Dating to the twelfth century, it was established by papal license in Spain in 1480.  Under Torquemada (1420-98), at least ten thousand were killed and under Ximenez (1436-1517), another two thousand.

-- inaugurated in 1184; enacted by Pope Lucius III

-- original purpose was to hunt down the Waldenses and the Cathars (Albigenses)

-- Waldenses – sectarian group; trying not to leave the church, but to add to the Mass with a small group Bible study and prayer meeting


-- evangelical


-- credobaptists?

-- Cathars – cultic group that was dualistic in nature


-- two gods (evil and good)


-- no indication of any substantial size

-- hypersensitive popes looking for ways to deal with issues (during the Crusades—the Crusading spirit is declining)

-- it was a way to win something—maybe not in the Holy Land, but we can win something in Southern France



-- bishops are authorized “to make inquisition to heresy”



-- by the mid-1200s, use of torture in inquisition

-- by the mid-1200s, popes authorize the hiring of full-time inquisitors, mostly taken from the Dominicans

-- late 1400s in Spain, Inquisition peaks with the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella

-- removal of Moors (Spanish Muslims), Jews, and heretical Christians

-- hired full-time Grand Inquisitor Tomas de Torquemada

-- Michael Sattler was arrested/burned at the stake, wife drowned  inquisition

-- inquisition turned its focus on the Protestant reformers

-- in time, the inquisition was removed from the Dominicans and given to the Jesuits

-- 1834: Inquisition was abolished

-- 1781: last execution under the Inquisition

C. Index


-- “Index of Prohibited Books”

-- a list published and revised constantly by the Catholic church of books that Catholics were prohibited to read



-- Luther, Calvin, Zwingli


-- enforced in 1557 by Pope Paul IV


-- books were readily available (printing press was 100 years old)


-- reading these books  excommunication

-- imprimatur – logo the Church began to place on the title page of books appropriate for Catholics to read (papal seal of approval)

-- Index maintained until Vatican II (1966)

D. The Council of Trent


-- long historical precedent of Church Councils


-- deal with Protestant heresy and 


-- 1545-1563



-- longest council in history



-- four segments


-- some of the most important cardinals are involved



-- Sadoleto



-- cardinal appointed by Bloody Mary


-- Ignatius of Loyola dies during the Council

-- in the last session (1562-1563), Jesuits placed in control

-- met in Italian city of Trent (Holy Roman Empire)

Jesuits controlled the Council.

Tridentine reforms

1. The council called for several reforms:

a. Preaching should occur


-- priests should be taught to preach

-- in most Catholic churches in the 16th century, the priest didn’t preach—he performed the Mass

-- Rome learned from the Reformers’ very effective preachers and their effective education of their congregations

-- Council decided that priests should preach as well as give the Mass

b. Seminaries founded (bishop of every diocese where there was no adequate university had to create seminaries)

-- survey done in early 16th century in Western Europe; 85% of the priests couldn’t locate the Ten Commandments in the Bible, e.g.

-- most priests were illiterate, uneducated men

c. Rules for clerical conduct


-- no more brothels for the priests  moral reform

-- impetus for the change was the loss of revenue—if more of Europe converts to Protestantism, Rome would lose more money

d. Restricted bishops to one bishopric

-- bishop of Mainz wanted an archbishopric on top of his diocese

-- bishop should be a spiritual man; the bishop should pastor his diocese

2. Doctrinal decisions made:

a. Protestant doctrine condemned


-- excommunication of Protestants


-- nasty-grams

b. Authorized canon included the Apocrypha

-- no official pronouncement about the apocryphal books up to this point

-- Protestants had denied the canonicity of apocryphal books; they were fine to have and read every so often, but not to accept as canonical

c. Latin Vulgate pronounced inspired in all its parts


-- Jerome’s translation ca. 400

-- the Protestants were crying ad fontes! (back to the sources!)

-- primary concern was vernacular translations

-- gave Church the opportunity to control the teaching of Scripture

d. Seven sacraments reaffirmed

-- Luther and the Protestants rejected five of the seven sacraments

e. Bible and tradition combine for authority


-- in Catholicism, the authority is the Church

-- the Church produces several pathways to disseminate that authority, including the Bible

-- Protestants: the Bible produces the Church; Catholics: the Church produces the Bible

-- the Church produces the Bible, conciliar decisions, papal pronouncements ex cathedra

-- the Reformation’s cry was sola Scriptura! ; Rome’s cry was sola ecclesia!

f. Good works assist in justification

-- justification is the question of God’s pronouncement of man’s acceptability in his sight

-- for Luther, justification is sola fides

-- for Rome, justification is faith + works and can be lost if the works slack off or fail

g. Church alone can interpret doctrine

-- Luther before the Diet of Worms in 1521: I stand on the Bible alone, not the decisions of popes and councils

-- the Council of Trent: no one has the right to say what Luther did

-- only the Church can interpret doctrine

h. Defined transubstantiation and reaffirmed it

-- further definition of transubstantiation (already defined by Fourth Lateran Council in 1215)

-- Aquinas (ca. 1250s-1260s) – further elaboration of transubstantiation via Aristotelian substances and accidents

-- Aquinas’ explanations are incorporated into the Tridentine Council

i. Affirmed and defined purgatory

-- purgatory had not been previously affirmed by a council

-- extensively explained and elaborated by Pope Gregory I (ca. 600)

The lines drawn between Catholics and Protestants begin to firm up after this point.  Statistically, the Thirty-Years War is the bloodiest war in history; the war was a result of hostility between Catholics and Protestants.


