Baptist History – Southern Baptists
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Southern Baptists originated from two distinct but like-minded movements, much like two streams converging into a river.

– Regular (Particular) Baptists derived from the British Particular Baptists and evangelized extensively and planted churches in all of the American colonies.

– Particular or Regular Baptists established First Baptist Church in Charleston, South Carolina (church was started in 1682, moved to Charleston in 1696), and adopted the Second Baptist Confession of 1689, which was the basis for the Philadelphia Confession.  This confession actually became known more as the “Charleston Confession.”

– This is known as the “Charleston” stream.

– Separate Baptists emerged from the Congregational churches in New England in the 1740s-1750s; they led an energetic and evangelistic church planting effort, especially in the South.

– Separate Baptists Shubal Stearns and Daniel Marshall founded Sandy Creek Baptist Church and (later) the Sandy Creek Association in North Carolina in 1755.

– The Separate Baptists came out of Congregationalist churches; they were converted during the Great Awakening, and they had a very bad taste in their mouths from the “dead orthodoxy” that they were saved from and left behind in the Congregational denomination.

– As a result, they had “a healthy skepticism regarding confessions and creeds,” (Ascol) such as the Philadelphia/Charleston/London Confession; the Regular Baptists were heartily confessional.  For the Separate Baptists, confessions were symptomatic of the dead orthodoxy they wanted to leave behind.

– The two groups believed the same things; they were Reformed (more or less) Protestants who supported the Great Awakening as an evangelistic movement stressing the necessity of personal faith and regeneration and who supported the ministry of George Whitefield.

– The two groups insisted upon the new birth, the imputation of Adam’s sin, the doctrine of justification sola fide, credo-baptism by immersion, congregational church polity, and the freedom of the church from state control, coercion, and support.

– The two groups embraced a common confession of faith and dropped their distinct names; it is from the merging of these groups that Southern Baptists originate.

The purpose of the SBC from the beginning was preeminently to advance missions.

– Preamble of the SBC Constitution: “a plan for eliciting, combining, and directing -- the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort for the propagation of the gospel.”

– SBC set up a Foreign Mission Board and a Home Mission Board (much like the missionary societies that had been in existence for several decades, most notably with William Carey and Adoniram Judson.

– William Carey had a passion for foreign missions; he wanted to take the gospel to the unbelievers in India.

– Carey, a staunch Calvinist, was met with the reply: “Sit down, young man; if God wants to save the heathen, he doesn't need you.”

– Carey wrote Inquiry into the Obligation of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathen in 1792 (they liked long titles then).

– Carey collected 13 pounds to start a missionary society and set out for India in 1793.  He spent the last 42 years of his life in India preaching the gospel and working for social justice (ending sati, the ritual widow burning of Hindu culture at the time).

– Carey is known as the “Father of Modern Missions.”

– Luther Rice and Adoniram Judson were both students at Andover Seminary and were both Congregationalists.

– Both felt called to the mission field and left for India.

– Both became convinced of baptistic doctrine en route to India by studying the Greek New Testament.

– Since they were sent by the Congregationalist Church and were no longer themselves Congregationalists, they resigned their membership from their sending church.

– There was no American Baptist missions organization at the time.

– Rice came home to America to raise funds and awareness; Judson and his wife Ann would go to Burma.

The first national Baptist convention was held in 1814: the Triennial Convention.  Northern and Southern Baptists attended the Convention.

– They formed the Triennial Convention for the purpose of sending and supporting missionaries to the ends of the earth.

– Every denomination in the US split along North-South lines due to the hostility and division leading up to the War Between the States.

– The Southern Baptist Convention was formed in 1845.

– Interestingly, only the Baptists didn't reunite after the war.

When the SBC was formed in 1845, the founders were old hands at denominational planning, church planting, evangelism, and cooperation.

– Baptists have cooperated almost since the beginning of the English-speaking Baptist movement, especially for the proclamation of the gospel to sinners.

– They formed Baptist associations to sustain scripture truth, to promote New Testament church practices, and to advance missionary activity.

– They formed Baptist missionary societies in order to cooperate for the advance the global missionary cause.

– They established state conventions primarily to advance the missionary cause.

SBC Organization

– Associations - local

– State Conventions - state

– Southern Baptist Convention - national

Are these organizations the church?

– They are effectively large committees elected by the local congregations to advance efficiently their joint objectives

– They are subject to the control of the local congregations acting jointly

Who Has Authority in the SBC?

– Is each church sufficient to govern itself? yes

– Do the entities of the SBC govern the churches? no

– Does the SBC in annual session have authority over its own entities?


– the SBC determines qualifications for its own membership

– The churches belonging to the SBC send delegates or messengers to the annual meeting.

Associations

– Associations were the first cooperative or denominational bodies that Baptist churches established.

– There are now nearly 1200 Baptist associations in fellowship with the SBC.

State Conventions

– Baptist churches organized state conventions to promote and organize their support of missionary efforts at home and abroad.

– The first was the South Carolina Baptist Convention in 1821.

– There are 41 state conventions in fellowship with the SBC.

– Texas and Virginia each have two conventions.

– The state conventions superintend three kinds of ministries

– Colleges and universities (e.g., Union University, whom we support)

– Benevolent institutions (e.g., Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes)

– Home missions in the state
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