Take My Hand, Lead Me Lord: The Holy Spirit's Role in Daily Guidance
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Thus far, we've seen the grand and awe-inspiring work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, both individually and corporately. From the beginning of our Christian lives to our presentation in sinless splendor to God the Father by Jesus the Son, the Spirit is teaching, refining, rebuking, maturing, growing, unifying, and interceding for us.

While we never want to diminish the grandeur of such an incredible work (and the incredible love and power required to bring it to pass), we also wonder about the more “mundane” aspects of our lives. If God cares for us in every respect, great or small, then how does the Spirit lead us to make God-honoring decisions in our day-to-day lives?

I. Decision-Making without the Indwelt Holy Spirit

We noted earlier that part of the newness of the New Covenant is that the Holy Spirit now dwells permanently within each and every believer, unlike the way it was in the Old Covenant.

How did God guide his people, both individually and politically or nationally, without the Spirit indwelling them?

A. Casting Lots (Joshua 18:8, Proverbs 16:33; Jonah 1:7; Acts 1:23-26)

– From the ESV Study Bible (note on Proverbs 16:33): “ 'Casting lots' involves the random selection or distribution of objects in order to make a choice uncontrolled and unbiased by the participants. In Israel it was typically performed “before the Lord” (see Josh. 18:8) in order to receive his direction.”

– The Israelites trusted that God would determine the outcome of where the lot fell in order to lead the people in the way they should go.

– God shows his sovereignty even when unbelievers cast lots, as the sailors did for Jonah (Jonah 1:7).

– Even the apostles cast lots for Judas Iscariot's replacement—notice that this occurs in Acts 1, prior to the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost in Acts 2.

B. Urim and Thummim (Exodus 28:30; 1 Samuel 14:41; Nehemiah 7:65)

– God also provided the High Priest with devices known as the Urim and Thummim; they were kept in the breastplate of the High Priest's holy garments.

– In some way, the Urim and Thummim provided divinely directed instructions to Israel; the Urim and Thummim were not holy dice or magic eight-balls with pre-programmed responses.

– It's likely that when Israel “inquired of Yahweh” (or, at least were expected to) that the Urim and Thummim were what was used in that process. It's also at least possible that the High Priest carried lots as well as the Urim and Thummim for decision making.

C. Common Themes in Old Covenant Decision Making

1. The foundation of all is the sovereignty of Yahweh. Yahweh is King, indeed, and he directs even the casting of lots to fall according to his will.

2. The proper response to Yahweh's sovereignty is to submit to it in faith. The people are faithful when “inquiring of Yahweh”; they are reprimanded when they do not.

II. Decision-Making with the Indwelt Holy Spirit: Two Spheres

A. Sphere 1: Knowledge

-- Matters of clear obedience or disobedience need not be inquired about; we already have the answer.

-- Examples of each--Should I...

-- Obedience: share the gospel with this person? forgive this person? give to the church? love my wife/respect my husband? etc. (Matthew 28:18-20; Ephesians 4:32; 1 Timothy 5:17-20; Ephesians 5:22-33)

-- Disobedience: cheat on my taxes? gossip? be divisive in the church? murder everyone at Wal-Mart? kneecap old ladies crossing the street? etc. (Exodus 20:1-17; Ephesians 4; etc.)

B. Sphere 2: Wisdom

-- Subsphere 1: Implicit Obedience or Disobedience

-- A decision may in itself not be explicitly sinful, but it may lead to sinful circumstances or consequences.

-- e.g., will moving/taking new job prevent you from ever being a part of a community of believers?

-- Subsphere 2: Trusting in Providence

-- A decision may have multiple options, none of which are explicitly or implicitly sinful.

-- We walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7).

– Our tendency is to want sight (certainty or knowledge) before and faith after the fact. We are expressly commanded to walk the opposite way.

– Walking by faith humbles us by reminding us that we are not God and are not in control of everything, contrary to what we'd like to think or believe.

-- We are free to live and walk by the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26).

– We can live in any way that is in conformity to the Spirit's work in our lives of producing holiness and righteousness, and that exalts Jesus Christ as Lord.

-- God gives us freedom and wisdom to obey him, trusting that he is in the heavens, doing all that he pleases and directing world affairs--large and small--according to his wisdom and plan (Psalm 115:3; Proverbs 1-31; James 4:13-17).

– God has given us an entire book of wisdom that deals with everyday realities. The foundation of that wisdom is not “common sense” or some political principle, but rather “the fear of Yahweh.”

– James addresses the problem of living as practical atheists in James 4. Worldlings live with John Lennon's “Imagine” as their theme song; with Christians, it should not be so.

– Notice that James doesn't prohibit them from doing business in the city; rather, he's rebuking them for seeking to do business in the city with no regard for the Lord's claim on their lives.

– We have great freedom within the confines of biblical wisdom; we are not free, however, to do as we please with no regard for God.

– We are free to obey God in such a way as honors him, builds up both ourselves and the body of Christ, and that evidences a wholehearted trust in him.

-- We trust that everything that happens is ordained by God and intended by him for our good and his glory (Daniel 4; Romans 8); we neither can nor will know in advance all of his purposes (Deut. 29:29), nor are we expected to.

– This is what is known as the “providence” of God. The Westminster Shorter Catechism helpfully defines “God's works of providence” as “his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and governing all his creatures and all their actions” (WSC 11).

– The concept of providence is simply the outworking of God's sovereignty in everyday life. It's described again in Proverbs 16 in this way: “The heart of man plans his way, but Yahweh establishes his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). Man plans; God establishes. There is a mysterious harmony between the two.

