The Holy Spirit: Spiritual Gifts

Grace Community Church Sunday School

I. The Spirit gives gifts to believers for the good of the body, specifically unity and maturity in the faith.

– Up to this point, the ministry of the Holy Spirit has had, primarily at least, the individual as the beneficiary of his work. The Holy Spirit makes the individual be born again, he testifies to and for the individual that he is indeed a child of God, he makes the individual understand Scripture, and he makes the individual more and more like Christ.

– But the Spirit's work is far from individualistic. He is working in individuals, it is true, but he is working in them to make them into one body of Christ composed of many interrelated and mutually necessary members.

– 1 Corinthians 12:1-7 and Ephesians 4:1-7

– Notice the emphasis on unity in these passages. It is true and good and right that we are all different, but we are unified because we all have the same Spirit working within us.

– Then in 1 Corinthians 12:11, we see that the differences in equipping and gifting is the intentional, perfectly wise work of the Holy Spirit: “All these [gifts] are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.”

– Romans 12:3-6a: all these texts show that the purpose of spiritual gifts is the good of others in the body.

– 1 Corinthians 12:7 → “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good”

– Ephesians 4:3 → “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”

– The context of each passage is the growth and mutual help of the body; in fact, the Romans and 1 Corinthians texts are where the metaphor of the body is found. The idea of spiritual gifts is always intended to be spoken of, thought of, and employed in the context of the body of believers.

II. The Foundational Principle of All Gifts: Love

– The passages from Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12 contain Paul's extended metaphor of the church being a body. There, he says that there is one body composed of many different members; each member is necessary and essential.

– Therefore, one church member cannot say to another church member, “I have no need of you. You're useless and worthless.”

– The context in both these passages is actually spiritual gifts; discussion of gifts leads into the discussion of the body. Therefore, what's true generally of people as a whole is true particularly of spiritual gifts: a person with one gift cannot denigrate the value of someone who doesn't share his or her gift.

– Remember 1 Corinthians 12:11: the Holy Spirit gives gifts “as he wills,” not willy-nilly. There is no divine eenie-meenie-meinie-mo in giving gifts to people; there is wisdom and purpose behind it.

– This is why we are very intentional when we accept new members in telling them, “You provide something that we as a body need”; we tell the body, “This new member provides something that we need.”

– There is a real sense in which we are more complete and more competent to minister the gospel to one another and the community each time we accept new members.

– But in each case of speaking of gifts and the body, Paul always goes straight to love.

– 1 Corinthians 13 is in the middle of 1 Corinthians 12 and 1 Corinthians 14, both chapters on gifts and the right use of them.

– Romans 12:3-8 is followed by “Let love be genuine” (12:9).

– Spiritual gifting is not about you or your gift, but about loving and serving the church, so that others are benefited, unified, and matured in the faith.

– “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love” (Ephesians 4:15-16).

III. Identifying Gifts

A. The lists of gifts (Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:7-10, 1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11) are similar, but not the same.

	Romans 12:6-8
	1 Corinthians 12:7-10
	1 Corinthians 12:28
	Ephesians 4:11

	Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us...
	To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good...
	God has appointed in the church...
	And he gave...

	
	
	apostles
	the apostles

	prophecy
	Prophecy
	Prophets
	The prophets

	
	
	
	The evangelists

	
	Ability to distinguish between spirits
	
	

	
	Utterance of wisdom
	
	

	teaching
	Utterance of knowledge
	Teachers
	The shepherds and teachers

	exhorting
	
	
	

	
	Working of miracles
	Miracles
	

	
	Gifts of healing
	Gifts of healing
	

	Service
	
	Helping
	

	Leading
	
	Administrating
	

	
	Various kinds of tongues
	Various kinds of tongues
	

	
	Interpretation of tongues
	
	

	Giving
	
	
	

	
	Faith
	
	

	Mercy
	
	
	


– ESV Study Bible Chart: Spiritual Gifts in Paul's Letters

– Notice that none of these lists are identical. In fact, they're not close. The only gifts that are mentioned in all these texts are prophecy and teaching. 

– Certainly leadership, exhortation, helping, and healing are important as well; why would Paul's lists be so radically different each time he talks about spiritual gifts?

B. How do I know what my gift(s) are?

– A common tactic used today is what's called a “Spiritual Gifts Survey.” It's a personality test of sorts, intended to determine which of the gifts in the texts above are most likely to be yours.

– There's nothing inherently wrong or sinful about such surveys. There are just some potential problems or difficulties, such as...

– If it's the case that the texts in Romans and 1 Corinthians are not exhaustive, nor are they intended to be, then what if your gift isn't in the list? How can that be “tested for”?

– The questions are fairly obvious as to which gift they're indicating; it's not difficult to fudge the survey in order to get the outcome you want.

– To determine your gifting, simply ask, “What is it that I enjoy doing for the body? What am I already doing for the body? What has God given me the ability and joy of doing, and is that something that can build up, encourage, and help my brothers and sisters in the Lord?”

