The Holy Spirit

Grace Community Church Sunday School

I. Why study the Holy Spirit?


What causes us to be eager to study the Spirit? What gives us hesitations about it?

A. The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity, which is to say, he is God. We cannot know God without knowing the Holy Spirit.

B. The Scriptures teach us about the Holy Spirit; whatever God has revealed to us in his word, we are love-bound to study, know, and cherish.

C. The Holy Spirit is intimately involved with our daily lives and growth as Christians; it is helpful and encouraging to know and appreciate who he is and what his ministry looks like.

D. 1 Thessalonians 5:19 – Test the spirits. Distinguish between what is true and false.

Do you find the Spirit easier or more difficult to relate to or grasp? Why or why not?

II. Our approach to studying the Holy Spirit


A. Introduction: Who is the Holy Spirit?


B. The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament: Creation, Israel, and the Monarchy


C. The Old Covenant Promises: Looking Forward to the Spirit in the New Covenant


D. Jesus and the Holy Spirit


E. Jesus Sends the Holy Spirit: Pentecost


F. The Spirit in the Lives of Believers


G. Specific Questions

III. Who is the Holy Spirit?


A. The Spirit is a Person, not a force (i.e., a “he” and not an “it”).

1. Jesus specifically uses “he” for the Holy Spirit, when “it” would have been grammatically proper (John 16:13-14).



2. The Spirit can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30).



3. The Spirit has a mind (Romans 8:27).



4. The Spirit teaches (1 Corinthians 2:13; John 14:26).



5. The Spirit testifies about Jesus (John 15:26).



6. The Spirit convicts people of sin (John 16:8).

7. The Spirit speaks (John 16:13).

8. The Spirit has desires and wisdom (Acts 15:28).

9. The Spirit gives gifts as he determines (1 Corinthians 12:11).

10. The Spirit prays for us (Romans 8:26).


B. The Spirit is God.



1. He is the Spirit of the Father and the Son (Romans 8:9-11).



2. When Jesus the Son is baptized, the Father speaks and the Spirit descends (Matthew 3:16).

3. The Spirit is spoken of in equal terms with the Father and the Son (Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Corinthians 13:14).

4. The Spirit alone knows the mind of God (1 Corinthians 2:10-12).

5. Lying to the Spirit is lying to God (Acts 5:3-4).

6. Christians are the temple in which God's Spirit dwells (1 Corinthians 3:16).

7. The Spirit empowered Christ to obey God and fulfill the Father's will (Hebrews 9:14).

8. The Spirit was involved in creation (Genesis 1:2; Job 26:13; Psalm 104:30).

9. The Spirit is involved in our salvation (John 3:3-8; Titus 3:4-5).

10. The Spirit inspires the writing of God's word (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21).

C. The Spirit's Nature (or Essence) vs. The Spirit's Role (or Function)

1. The Spirit is equally and fully God in his nature (what he is), but he is distinct and unique in his Person (who he is).

– We can think of the oneness and the threeness of God by asking different questions.

– “What is God? God is a Spirit [singular], infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth” (WSC Q&A 4, emphasis added).

– Who is God? God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. “Since there is but one only divine essence, why speakest thou of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost? Because God has so revealed himself in his word, that these three distinct persons are the one only true and eternal God” (Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 25).

2. The Holy Spirit is a Person and he is God, yet he is the Person of the Trinity whose function and role it is to point away from himself.

– “It is nothing short of remarkable that the Spirit clearly embraces and in no respect resents the fact that he has, eternally, what might be called 'the background position' in the Trinity” (Ware 104).

3. The Spirit assists both the Lord Jesus and us in carrying out the Father's will and ministers Christ to God's people, fully and lovingly satisfied to point all to Christ for his glory, who in turn glorifies the Father.

– “Recall here the words of Peter used to summarize the whole of the life and ministry of Jesus, when he spoke about 'how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him' (Acts 10:38). This text makes clear what we can observe in many Messianic prophecies and in the Gospel accounts themselves, namely, that Jesus lived his life, resisted temptation, performed his miracles, and in all ways accomplished what the Father sent him to do, through the agency of the Spirit's anointing. The Spirit, then, stands behind the obedience and miraculous power of Christ, and in this Jesus is rendered truly a model for us in our lives, this side of Pentecost” (Ware 105).

– In us, the Spirit works to “promote the lordship of Christ through his presence in our lives” (Ware 107).

– Paul tells us to walk by the Spirit (Galatians 5:16, 25), to put our sin to death by the Spirit, to be filled with the Spirit (and then what that looks like), not to grieve or quench the Spirit.

– Clearly, the Holy Spirit is a critical, inseparable part of our lives as believers—he who is the Spirit of God himself, dwells within all those who trust in the Lord Jesus.

