The Holy Spirit:

Old Covenant Promises about the Spirit in the New Covenant
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In Acts 2:33, Peter refers to Jesus receiving from the Father the “promise of the Holy Spirit.” This shows that while the Holy Spirit’s ministry was markedly different in the Old Covenant, his New Covenant ministry was not wholly unexpected.

I. Promises about the Spirit and Messiah

A. Isaiah 11:1-5; Isaiah 42:1-4

The promise: The Spirit will “rest upon” David's son in a powerful, unmatched way, giving him wisdom and understanding for judging in righteousness and completing the justice and righteousness of God.

The fulfillment: Matthew 3:16-4:1

B. Isaiah 61:1-4

The promise: God's Servant is anointed by the Spirit to bring about the deliverance and salvation of his people from their sin and from the effects of sin.

The fulfillment: Luke 4:16-21

It was not just promised that God would send a Messiah to rescue his people, but also that this Messiah would be empowered by the Spirit of God in an unprecedented way.

II. Promises about the Spirit and God's People

A. Jeremiah 31:31-34

The promises: 

1. The law will not be external to God’s people, written on stone tablets; rather, God’s people will have the law internally.

2. No longer will it be necessary to teach God’s people to know God, for all God’s people will know him.

The fulfillment: “But you [plural] have been anointed by the Holy One [i.e, the Holy Spirit], and you all [plural] have knowledge. I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. ... But the anointing you received from him [i.e., the Holy Spirit] abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything [i.e., “he will guide you into all truth”], and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him” (1 John 2:21-22,27).

B. Ezekiel 36:22-32

The promises:

1. God will vindicate his name and reputation by radically changing his people: he will cleanse them, give them new hearts and new spirits, and take away the hard, rebellious heart and replace it with a new, tender heart of flesh.

2. God will give his people the Holy Spirit, with the result that he [the Holy Spirit] will cause them to obey God's laws.

The context: Deuteronomy 29:4, 30:11-14

– Jim Hamilton: “Moses had just stated in Deuteronomy 29:3 (ET 4), 'To this day, Yahweh has not given you a heart to know and eyes to see and ears to hear,' which means that whereas God has given them everything they need for life and godliness, he has not changed them on a volitional level. God gave Israel commandments that would allow him to walk among them (Deut. 23:14) and give them long life in the land (5:16). These commandments were not beyond the physical abilities of the Israelites, and this is the point of the statements in Deuteronomy 30:11-14. The Israelites do not have to accomplish superhuman feats to get God's instructions; 'the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart to do it' (30:14). Deuteronomy 30:11-14 teaches that the word is in their hearts in that it is available to them, but Deuteronomy 29:3 (ET 4) states that the word is not in their hearts such that they want to do it. They have the physical ability to do everything they are required to do (30:11-14). They do not want to do what they are required to do (29:3, ET 4).”

– The idea here is, all the way back to Moses, that a new heart is needed to obey and please God. When someone disobeys God's law, the problem is not with the law. Remember, the law is “holy and righteous and good” (Romans 7:12).

– Salvation has always been by grace through faith. There is a great danger in believing that people were saved in the Old Testament by works and saved by faith in the New Testament. Clearly, Moses tells them that the problem they have with obedience lies with their heart, not with the law or with God.

The picture: Ezekiel 37:1-14

– God gives Ezekiel a picture of what this new covenant will look like: a valley of dry bones that comes to life when the wind/Spirit comes upon them by the preaching of God's word.

The fulfillment: 

– John 3:3-8

– The language Jesus uses of being born of “water and the Spirit” is a reference to Ezekiel 36's washing with clean water and giving of new spirits and the Spirit.

– Titus 3:4-7

C. Joel 2:28-32

The promise: After God restores his people from exile, God will pour out the Holy Spirit on all of God's people, not just a select few.

The fulfillment: “And they were amazed and astonished, saying, 'Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.' And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 'What does this mean?' But others mocking said, 'They are filled with new wine.'

“But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel” (Acts 2:11-16).

– We saw last time that the Spirit did come upon certain individuals, but only a select few, only for a specific purpose (designing and building the tabernacle, serving as king, etc.), and only for a discrete time period.

– In this promise, God promises to pour out his Spirit indiscriminately (in a sense). No longer will it be that only a few of God's people will have the Spirit, but all of God's people—from the least to the greatest (“even on the male and female servants”).

– The same language of “pouring out” of the Spirit is used exactly in Acts 2.

