The Holy Spirit and Jesus

Grace Community Church Sunday School

I. The Messiah was expected to have the Spirit of God in an unprecedented, powerful way (Isaiah 11:1-5, 42:1-4, 61:1-4).

When the Israelites were looking for the Messiah, they were looking for a son of David upon whom the Spirit rested; the Messiah would be empowered to bring about salvation through the Spirit.

II. The Spirit visibly rested upon Jesus at his baptism (Matthew 3:16-17).

– After John baptized Jesus, the Spirit descended like a dove and rested upon him.

– Among other things (which we'll see next), the Spirit's resting upon Jesus was yet another definitive declaration that Jesus of Nazareth was the promised son of Abraham, son of David, Messiah, King, and Savior.

– It's hard to imagine a clearer, unequivocal explanation and endorsement of Jesus of Nazareth than this event.

III. The Spirit led, equipped, and empowered Jesus during his earthly ministry.

“Recall here the words Peter used to summarize the whole of the life and ministry of Jesus, when he spoke about 'how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him' (Acts 10:38). This text makes clear what we can observe in many Messianic prophecies and in the Gospel accounts themselves, namely, that Jesus lived his life, resisted temptation, performed his miracles, and in all ways accomplished what the Father sent him to do, through the agency of the Spirit's anointing” (Ware 105, emphasis added).

A. The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tested (Matthew 4:1; Mark 1:12; Luke 4:1).

– Matthew and Luke write that Jesus was “led” by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness; Mark, interestingly, writes that the Spirit “drove” Jesus into the wilderness.

– Luke also records that Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit as he returned from the Jordan to then proceed into the wilderness to be tested.

– Ware: “As a man, Jesus submitted fully to the Spirit, even though in terms of rank, within the Trinity, Jesus has authority over the Spirit. For the sake of his mission, he humbled himself. In taking on our human nature, he submitted to the very one over whom he has rightful authority” (Ware 91, emphasis original).

– What this means for us, then, is that Jesus understands what it means to live by the Spirit.

– I used to wonder what the big deal was about Jesus being sinless. I understood it was necessary for our salvation that he was without sin; I didn't understand why that was surprising. Jesus is God, right? How hard could it possibly be for God not to sin?

– Whenever you struggle with anything—sin, doubt, despair, grief, loss, disappointment, pain of any kind, go to Jesus. He knows what it's like, not only to suffer those things, but how to do it by the Spirit. He's been down that road before.

B. The Spirit empowered Jesus to heal and perform miracles (Mark 3:22-30).

– This text, as you might imagine, has garnered quite a bit of study and controversy. What exactly is the “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit,” and how is it different from “all sins and blasphemies”?

– To set the scene, Jesus is accused by the scribes of being possessed with either a demon, many demons, or Satan himself. That, according to the scribes, was the source of his ability to the miracles he was performing.

– The scribes couldn't deny the miracles—everybody had seen them, and the healed, exorcised people were right there for everyone to see and talk to.

– The scribes could stop Jesus if they could accuse him of being demon-possessed, or even Satan-possessed. No one would want to follow a demoniac.

– Jesus responds with the absurdity of their claims: why would Satan fight against himself? If Jesus was possessed, why would he be casting out demons? Wouldn't he be causing more people to be possessed?

– Then, Jesus makes the statement about the unpardonable sin. Mark 3:29-30 is clear: Jesus tells them about the unpardonable sin because (or “for”) they were accusing him of being possessed.

– The foundational assumption of this text, then, is that Jesus is empowered by the Holy Spirit of God to cast out demons.

– Thus, the unpardonable sin is the one “against the Holy Spirit,” for it is attributing to demons and Satan what is his work. It results in taking glory from God and giving it to the devil.

– See Isaiah 5:20.

C. The Spirit empowered and enabled Jesus to perfectly obey God and accomplish God's salvific purposes (Luke 4:16-21; Hebrews 9:14).

– After Jesus returned from the wilderness testing—returning “in the power of the Spirit,” Luke adds—he goes to the synagogue in Nazareth. He's given a scroll of the Old Testament prophets, turns to Isaiah 61:1-2, reads it, and says, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

– Isaiah 61 is speaking of the Messiah, who is anointed by the Spirit to take away sin and its effects.

– “proclaim[ing] good news to the poor” = preaching the gospel (same word)

– “proclaim[ing] liberty to the captives” → we are all slaves to sin

– “recover[ing] of sight to the blind” → the god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers

– “set[ting] at liberty those who are oppressed” → sinners under the oppression and slavery of sin, just like Israel was under the slavery and oppression of Egypt

– “proclaim[ing] the year of the Lord's favor” → preaching the arrival of the overflow of God's grace

– Of course, the clearest way that Jesus defeated sin and its effects was offering himself on the cross.

– In order to be accepted as a substitutionary sacrifice, he had to be perfectly sinless; otherwise, he'd need atonement for himself.

– How is it that Jesus was able to stay pure and unblemished by sin his entire life? How could he be “in every respect … tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15)? Hebrews 9:14 has the answer.

– It was “through the eternal Spirit” Christ “offered himself without blemish to God.”

– Again, Jesus knows what it's like to face overwhelming temptation. He knows what it's like to conquer that temptation by the Spirit. Run to Jesus. He understands.

IV. The Spirit will be sent by the Father and the Son after Jesus has ascended (John 14:16-17, 26; 15:26; 16:7).

– When Jesus ascends to the right hand of the Father, he resumes his “normal” place of authority over the Spirit, whom the Father and the Son send on the Day of Pentecost.

