- 2 weeks ago, we looked at various Old Testament promises regarding the Spirit, and they fell into 2 categories: 1) prophecies about the Spirit and the Messiah, and 2) prophecies about the Spirit and all of God's people. 

- We looked at the fulfillment of the first set last week, and we will look at the fulfillment of the second set this week. 

- If you just look at the Old Testament, you might see these two realities as separate and distinct from one another. The Messiah will come, and He will have the Spirit, and – at some other time, in some other way – God will also pour out His Spirit on all His people.

- However, as we come into the New Testament, we see that the two realities (God's Messiah having the Spirit and God's people having the Spirit) are actually inextricably linked. 

* Put very simply: It is the exalted, victorious Messiah – who was Himself anointed with the Spirit – who pours out that same Spirit on His people. 

- While He was on earth, Jesus promised that the Spirit was going to be given to His disciples. 

- John 14:15-17; 15:26; 16:7

- However, the text is also clear that this would only happen after Jesus was glorified. 

- John 7:37-39; 16:7

- This is because there seems to be a sense in which the Son can only receive the “promise” of the Holy Spirit from the Father after He has been resurrected and, as such, exalted and glorified. 

- Acts 2:33

- In faithfulness to His promise, Jesus gave the Spirit to His disciples after He was glorified. 

- John 20:22

- Henceforth, as part of the New Covenant, God's Spirit is put within everyone who repents of their sin and believes on Jesus Christ. 

- Just like with the original disciples, there is no Holy Spirit apart from Christ, and there is no Christ apart from the Holy Spirit. 

- Acts 2:38-39; 11:15-18

- Rom. 8:9 makes clear that the “new norm” in the New Covenant is that those who “belong” to Christ (which is all of God's people) “have the Spirit” dwelling in them (as opposed to the situation in Numb. 11:29, for example). 

