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* If we want to understand the Spirit rightly, we need to understand how the Spirit functioned in Acts. 

- We must recognize that some things in Acts are descriptive (telling us only what happened then) while others are prescriptive (telling us what ought to happen always). 

- Acts 2:1-41

- At this point, the Holy Spirit was poured out on everyone who believed. 

- Also at this time, the Holy Spirit filled the disciples in a special way so that they would speak in various languages and “prophesy” the good news to the foreigners who were there (2:4). 

- From this point on, the norm was that everyone who repented and believed would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and have Him living in them (2:38-39). 

- Acts 4:31

- These people were already disciples who, since Pentecost, had the Spirit, but in this instance they were further “filled with the Holy Spirit”. 

- This filling seems to echo the special filling of the disciples at Pentecost (2:4) as well as various other “fillings” in the book of Acts (4:8; 6:3,5; 7:55; 11:22-24). 

- This filling “may involve a momentary empowering for a specific ministry (such as apparently happened in Acts 4:8; 7:55), but it may also refer to a long-term characteristic of a person's life (see Acts 6:3; 11:24).” (Grudem, Systematic Theology, 782)

- Acts 8:12-17

- This is an instance where the Samaritans believe and yet do not immediately receive the Holy Spirit. 

- It seems that the issue here is that God wanted to “validate” that the Samaritans had truly been born again, so he withheld the gift of the Spirit until the leaders from Jerusalem arrived and could not dispute what had happened. 

- This was an isolated event intended to make a particular point and is not supposed to be taken as the pattern for today. 

- Acts 10:34-48

- This is the first time that the Gospel has gone to Gentiles (at least as a whole group). 

- Once again, this is an issue where the “gospel boundaries” are extending. The reason there are “tongues” and other similar Pentecost experiences is because, once again, God is validating the experience of these Gentiles as genuine. 

- It is not surprising that these Gentiles received the Holy Spirit at this moment because this is the moment they repented and believed (see Peter's explanation in 11:17).  

- Acts 19:1-7

- This is a story where some disciples of John the Baptist hear the gospel and believe. 

- As with Cornelius, it is not surprising that these men receive the Holy Spirit because it does not seem that they were even “Christians” before. They followed John, but it does not seem that they believed in Jesus. 

- It seems that they speak in tongues because, once again, God is “validating” their conversion – perhaps making clear that following John was not enough. They needed to repent and believe in Christ, and then – and only then – they received the same Spirit that the others received. 

* So what do we take from this? 

- At this point in redemptive history, everyone who repents and believes receives the Holy Spirit immediately. To be a Christian is to have the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 6:19). 

- That said, it does seem that it is possible for a person who has the Holy Spirit to be more or less “filled” with that Spirit (Gal. 5:16; Eph. 3:16; 5:18). 

- This is not an issue of space but of control and guidance. 

- We should not necessarily seek some “second blessing” of the Spirit. Rather, we should be constantly seeking to be more and more filled (controlled, led, dominated) by the Spirit. 

- There are not two classes of Christians (those only possessing the Spirit and then those “filled” with the Spirit). Rather, there is a spectrum of Christians – all of whom have the Spirit and some of whom are more “filled” (once again meaning controlled, led, dominated) with that Spirit than others. 

- This is the spectrum of Christian maturity. 

