By Faith

Grace Community Church Sunday School

I. Authors

– Keith and Kristyn Getty are originally from Northern Ireland (which is glaringly obvious the moment you hear either say a word. To hear them say this song's title, it sounds like “By Feth”).

– Stuart Townend is English and is an acclaimed songwriter in his own right.

– This trio has co-written many very popular modern hymns used widely today, including “In Christ Alone,” “How Deep the Father's Love for Us,” and “Power of the Cross.”

– “By Faith” was written in 2009.

II. Lyrics

1. By faith we see the hand of God

In the light of creation's grand design

In the lives of those who prove his faithfulness

Who walk by faith and not by sight

By faith our fathers roamed the earth

With the power of his promise on their hearts

Of a holy city built by God's own hand

A place where peace and justice reign

2. By faith the prophets saw a day

When the longed-for Messiah would appear

With the power to break the chains of sin and death

And rise triumphant from the grave

By faith the church was called to go

In the power of the Spirit to the lost

To deliver captives and to preach good news

In every corner of the earth

3. By faith this mountain shall be moved

And the power of the gospel shall prevail

For we know in Christ all things are possible

To those who call upon his name

Chorus: We will stand as children of the promise

We will fix our eyes on him, our souls' Reward

Till the race is finished and the work is done

We'll walk by faith and not by sight

III. Themes

A. Hebrews 11:1-3, 6

– The “faith” chapter of Hebrews catalogs all kinds of things about which God's people have trusted him. The most basic thing we trust God for is our own existence.

– John 1:3 emphasizes that everything that exists was created. We are what the philosophers and theologians call “contingent beings”; that is, we can't exist without someone or something else (we're contingent upon something outside ourselves).

– While this seems to be almost too simple to debate, the Bible says that it's a matter of faith to accept that God is our Creator. Verse 6, hinging upon the God-pleasing Enoch, says, “And without faith it is impossible to please him [i.e., God], for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.”

– Proverbs tells us that the beginning of wisdom and knowledge is the fear of Yahweh—faith.

– The first lesson we receive in faith is the created world around us.

B. 2 Corinthians 5:7

– The creation is our first lesson in faith, but it is not the final nor definitive one. God has revealed himself to his people, and we have the complete, authoritative record of that word in the Bible.

– There, God reveals himself for who he is, who we are, what's wrong with everything, what he's done and doing about it, and how we respond to him.

– One of the most important principles learned from the creation lesson that is reinforced throughout the Scriptures is that God is God and we are not. We operate on a need-to-know basis, and God has graciously given us sixty-six books worth of what we need to know.

– What's not in those sixty-six books is God's business, not ours. We must walk by faith and not by sight, as a result.

C. The faith of the fathers looked back and forward

– The Bible is the story of God's working in this world for his purposes and glory. He didn't reveal all of his purposes all at once; rather, like the Good Storyteller that he is, he progressively introduces more and more of the resolution as the story goes on. He sets the stage for each step forward in the storyline.

– Every one of God's people, especially those in Hebrews 11, had faith. That faith looked backward and forward.

– Their faith looked backward at what God had already revealed about himself up until that point in his Story, both in their own lives and in the lives of everyone before them. They read all the previous chapters, in a sense.

– Based on what God had already taught them about himself, they then looked forward and walked by faith, trusting that the God who had been trustworthy in all the previous chapters would be trustworthy still. 

D. Our faith looks back and forward

– Even though the authoritative revelation of God is finished, the Story is not. We are a part of the Story of God. The Bible's Story is our story. We have faith in the same God as Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, and the rest.

– We have more to look backwards and see than they did. We have more of the story known to us than they did. We have less excuse for faithlessness and disobedience as a result.

– We have sixty-six books of the trustworthiness of God, so we can walk by faith in God with utmost confidence.

E. Faith without works is dead

– James 2:14-26 shows that this backward-forward looking faith has a necessary fruit or product: “good works” or obedience.

– The same is true in Ephesians 2:10: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”

– The example he gives is that of Abraham and Isaac.

– Abraham's faith looked back to what God had done in his life and in history, and he believed God's promises. This was counted to him as righteousness.

– The outworking of that believing was the obedience in offering Isaac.

– For us, we show that we walk by faith and not by sight by running the race until it is finished and faithfully working until God says we are done and calls us home.

F. “Faith to sight, and prayer to praise”

– There is a point at which the race is finished and the work is done. Every story has an ending that resolves what has gone on in the rest of the story. God's Story is no different.

– As we sing in another song, “Hope shall change to glad fruition, faith to sight and prayer to praise.”

– There is coming a day in which we will no longer walk by faith and not by sight. We will, on that day, walk by sight. We will be like him, for we shall see him as he is (1 John 3:2).

– Hebrews 11 ends as it began, commending the faithful fathers gone before, but noting that we have the advantage they didn't: we look backward at what they looked forward to.

– We are still looking forward to the day when the gospel has prevailed, when all God's people are called home, and all of what went wrong is made right. Looking forward is hope; one day, hope shall change to glad fruition. Though we walk by faith now, we will walk by sight then.

G. Faith is only as good as its object

– Hebrews 12 gives us the application of Hebrews 11: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2 (ESV) 

– Faith itself is nothing. It has been said, “Faith is only as good as its object.” Having faith in something is meaningless nonsense. The proper response to someone who says, “I have faith,” is not “that's good” but rather “in what? In whom?”

– “We will fix our eyes on him, our souls' Reward.” Jesus is the great Treasure of our souls, and fixing our eyes on him gives us the strength and desire to throw off the burdens of sin and distracting entanglements to run and work until the end.

