“The Sands of Time Are Sinking”

Grace Community Church Sunday School

I. Themes

A. “Emmanuel's land”

1. “Glory, glory dwelleth” there

– Habakkuk 2:14 : “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”

2. “Emmanuel” = “God with us”

– Isaiah 7-8 introduce Immanuel to us as the prophesied Son who would come.

– Matthew 1:23 shows us the arrival of Immanuel as the fulfillment of Isaiah 7.

3. God will dwell in the midst of his people (no temple)

– Revelation 21:22-27

– Immanuel's land is the place where God is with his people, and his people are with him.

– This is the place where there is no need for sun or moon, and there is no room for tears or pain. God is at last with his people, and the Bride has finally joined her Bridegroom.

B. Lesser-to-Greater (or Worse-to-Better) Comparisons

– The song features comparisons from the lesser to the greater (or the worse to the better).

– The purpose is to guide our perspectives out of the narrow, right-now-only mindset into the bigger, broader picture of God's working in order to give us hope and joy.

II. Verse-by-Verse Walkthrough

A. “The sands of time are sinking;

The dawn of heaven breaks;

The summer morn I've sighed for,

The fair, sweet morn awakes”

– Here is the longing for eternal life in the reality that this present life is growing ever shorter.

– The “dawn of heaven,” “summer morn,” and “fair, sweet morn” are all images of the light and rest of eternity.

“Dark, dark had been the midnight

But dayspring is at hand

And glory, glory dwelleth

In Emmanuel's land”

– This present life and its struggles and difficulties are pictured as the opposite of eternal life and its rest and bliss: “dark, dark...midnight.”

– This present life are also shown as fleeting and passing: “Dark, dark had been the midnight, but dayspring is at hand”

– The hope offered in this verse is that the struggles and difficulties of this life are not only temporary, but almost over.

B. “The King there in his beauty

Without a veil is seen;

– Probably an allusion to the curtain to the Holy of Holies, as well as Paul's famous “glass darkly.”

– We can't see God now, but then, we shall see him as he is and be like him (1 John 3:2).

“It were a well-spent journey

Though sev'n deaths lay between.”

– Romans 8:18

– “Even if I were to have to die seven times, it would be worth it all to get to Emmanuel's land”.

– This is also a reflection of James 1:2-4: “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”

– This is a counter-intuitive, counter-cultural, counter-natural perspective that requires the Holy Spirit's work within us to have.

– Notice also that the reality and the difficulty of the trials are not minimized; they simply pale when compared with Emmanuel's land.

“The Lamb with his fair army

Doth on Mount Zion stand”

– Revelation 14:1

– This is an image of power, of victory, of conquest.

– Mount Zion is the mountain upon which Jerusalem is built. Zion is often referred to as the desire of God's people, because that's the place from which God reigns.

– The hope of the Jews was that the Davidic kingdom would return in glory that surpasses even that of David and Solomon; Revelation 14 shows us that it will indeed happen (although not in the physical, political conquest of national enemies but in the spiritual conquest of sin, Satan, and death).

“And glory, glory dwelleth

In Emmanuel's land”

C. “O Christ, he is the Fountain,

The deep, sweet well of love;

The streams on earth I've tasted,

More deep I'll drink above.

There, to an ocean fullness,

His mercy doth expand

And glory, glory dwelleth

In Emmanuel's land”

– Christ is the source and personification of love, and his love is irrevocable (Romans 8:38-39).

-- Whatever we have experienced and do now experience of Jesus’ love (“the streams on earth I’ve tasted”), it will be barely a drop in the bucket compared to the experience of his love we will experience then (“more deep I’ll drink above / There to an ocean fullness, His mercy doth expand”)

– We will constantly experience and grow in the knowledge of Christ's love for us. It  will be an unsoundable depth (“an ocean fullness”); it will be an irresistable current (“streams...more deep”).

– We will not graduate from nor move beyond God's love for us in Emmanuel's land; in fact, we won't move on in the sense of away or past but move in in terms of intensity and depth and understanding.

D. “The bride eyes not her garments

But her dear Bridegroom's face;

I will not gaze at glory,

But on my King of grace,

Not at the crown he giveth

But on his pierc-ed hand

The Lamb is all the glory

Of Emmanuel's land”

-- This verse is a helpful corrective to the dull, boring, even narcissistic views of heaven that plague our culture.

– Emmanuel's land is not a place of boredom, where we indulge ourselves with no consequences and get to do all the cool stuff we didn't get to the first time around.

– Emmanuel's land, as seen in the name itself, is the land where God is with us. We will be ravished by the presence and love and fellowship of the One who has loved us with an everlasting love.

– John Piper has rather famously asked the question, “If you could have everything and everyone you ever wanted, but didn't have Jesus, would you be satisfied in heaven?”

– The song helps us realize our low, selfish views of heaven and lifts them up to see the glorious truths and realities instead.

E. “Oh, I am my Beloved's

And my Beloved is mine!”

– Song of Solomon 2:16; Zephaniah 3:17

– We must rid ourselves of the notion that God is indifferent to us (which is not love) and also of the notions that God's love is only stuff-centered and not “emotional.”

– God rejoices over his people, he weeps over them, he will avenge all the wrongs done to them. This is not a deadbeat-dad, stranger kind of “love”; this is fiery, passionate, invested, involved care-for-the-real-you love.

“He brings a poor, vile sinner

Into his house of wine.”

– “grain, new wine, and oil” → the abundance of God's blessing

– Isaac's blessing on Jacob (Genesis 27:28)

– God's provision for the Levites (Numbers 18:12)

– God's promise of blessing in the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 7:13; 11:14)

– In Christ, we are accepted into the wealth of God's family-love; all that belongs to our Elder Brother belongs to us as joint-heirs (Romans 8:17)

“I stand upon his merit;

I know no other stand--
Not e'en where glory dwelleth

In Emmanuel's land.”

– Even in heaven, we will only belong there because of Christ and what he has done. We can only boast in Jesus Christ, for all that we have comes from his good and holy hand.

