Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Grace Community Church Sunday School

I. Author and History

– Robert Robinson was converted after going to a George Whitefield evangelistic meeting—a meeting he originally intended to attend in order to ridicule it. He became a pastor, and wrote the hymn to accompany a sermon.

II. Verse-by-Verse Walkthrough

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing

Tune my heart to sing thy grace

Streams of mercy, never ceasing

Call for songs of loudest praise

Teach me some melodious sonnet

Sung by flaming tongues above

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it

Mount of God's unchanging love

– God is the Fount of every blessing.

– Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. James 1:17 (ESV)

– He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Romans 8:32 (ESV)

– God is the giver and source of all good things in creation. In fact, the goodness of anything reflects the good God who made it.

– Whatever blessing we have, we have because it is a gift from God. God is the primary good thing we have, and the goodness of secondary things comes from the fact that they are gifts from God (the primary good).

– Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. Psalm 73:25-26 (ESV)

– The problem is, we fail to see God as the chief good to be desired. We desire and enjoy all kinds of things, but when secondary things are enjoyed instead of and not because of God, then we fall into idolatry.

– This is why we ask the Fount of every blessing to “tune our hearts” into that mindset and attitude.

– Guitars (or any stringed instrument) don't stay in tune. You can have a guitar tuned pitch-perfect, but it won't stay that way. Temperature and humidity cause the wood of the body to expand and contract, changing the tension on the strings. Strings break and need replacing. Guitars have to constantly be retuned in order to sound properly.

– Our hearts are no different. We are not naturally “in tune” to sing God's praises. We are not naturally “tuned” to see God as the chief good in our lives and all blessings as blessings from him.

– God's goodness and mercy are shown in that not only does he command us to praise him, but he also tunes our hearts to be able to do so. We need only ask and submit. There will be “streams of mercy, never ceasing” that call us back again to praise God's grace.

– We join the concert in heaven of praising the power, majesty, wonder, authority, and kindness of God.

– The immovability of God's love

– God's love, from which we cannot be moved, is pictured as a mountain. Even though we get “out of tune” so many times, we can fix our heart's and mind's gaze upon it and be comforted and motivated by God's love.

2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer

Hither by thy help I'm come

And I hope by thy good pleasure

Safely to arrive at home

Jesus sought me when a stranger

Wand'ring from the fold of God

He, to rescue me from danger,

Interposed his precious blood

– The importance of Ebenezers, past and present

– Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen and called its name Ebenezer; for he said, “Till now the Lord has helped us.” 1 Samuel 7:12 (ESV) 

– In 1 Samuel 4-6, the Israelites had fallen into sin, and the Lord sent the Philistines to oppress them, as he promised he would when Israel became unfaithful.

The Israelites brought the Ark of the Covenant out to the battlefield, treating it like a lucky charm that would prevent them from being defeated. On the contrary, God let the Israelites be defeated, and the Ark was taken by the Philistines. God afflicted the Philistines with tumors and caused them to send the Ark back to Israel for survival's sake. 

Upon the return of the Ark, Samuel the prophet called the people together for prayer and repentance. He set up a large stone as a memorial, calling it “Ebenezer,” which means “stone of help.”

– Throughout the Old Testament, you see God's people putting up memorials for different instances of God's deliverance or provision or salvation. There is a very strong emphasis upon remembering; remembering the Lord's faithfulness in the past was and is a strong motivation for trust and obedience in the present.

– The confidence of preservation

– Since God has brought us safely thus far in our lives, we have confidence in his preserving us until the end. The “hope” spoken of in this verse is not the equivalent of “I wish” as we use the word today; rather, it is the hope that is absolutely confident in and eagerly awaiting its object.

– God's sovereign love shown on the cross

– The sovereignty of God (which will be mentioned in the last verse explicitly) is exalted here at the end of the verse.

– Jesus sought us while we were strangers, enemies, aliens, and foreigners. We were far from the fold of God's people.

– To rescue (the root meaning of “save”) us from the danger of judgment and wrath that stood against us, he “interposed” (i.e., put between) his precious blood.

– All sin is judged. We must be careful to define grace biblically, especially when we contrast it with law.

– We tend to distinguish the two in this way:

Law says, “You must obey, and if you don't, I will condemn you.”

Grace says, “You must obey, and if you don't, it's okay.”

THIS IS NOT THE BIBLICAL DISTINCTION BETWEEN GRACE AND LAW.

– The Bible distinguishes the two in this way:

Law says, “You must obey, and if you don't, I will condemn you.”

Grace says, “You must obey, but you can't, so I will love you into someone who can.”

– All sin is judged. That's not the question. The question is, has Jesus' blood been interposed between you and judgment.

3. O to grace how great a debtor

Daily I'm constrained to be

Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter

Bind my wand'ring heart to thee

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it

Prone to leave the God I love

Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it

Seal it for thy courts above

– The necessity of daily grace

– This kind of interposing, rescuing grace has placed us into unpayable debt to God. We simply walk in it, are thankful for it, and point others to it. We will never pay back the riches given to us in Jesus, nor are we expected to. It is a gift, after all.

– This interposing, rescuing grace is needed every day. Just as we saw in Jude, we need to keep ourselves in the love of God by building ourselves up in our most holy faith. We preach the gospel to ourselves every day.

– We are constrained to a need for grace every day, because we are not yet through with the war on sin in our lives.

– The proneness of our hearts to wander

– We ask God in the next lines to bind ourselves to him because of the bent of our hearts towards sin.

– Tim Keller once quoted a Martyn Lloyd-Jones illustration that pictures this well. A slave prior to the passing of the 13th Amendment was likely used to being yelled at and ordered around and abused by white men. After slavery was legally abolished in the US by the 13th Amendment, a now-free black man was a changed, liberated man. He was not obligated to tolerate the abuse he once received or bound to obey orders given him by a white man. Yet, because he had been conditioned to do so for so long, it's easy to lapse back into that mindset and way of life because it's been true for so long.

– We are freed from the dominion or reign of sin in Jesus right now. We are not yet freed from the reality of sin, and against that we must war. We need to be bound to Jesus, not to our former way of life.

– God's seal of our salvation

– In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. Ephesians 1:13-14 (ESV) 

– God has sealed us in Christ by the Holy Spirit, so that we cannot and will not be lost in the end. All those in Christ are called, beloved by God, and kept by Jesus Christ.

4. On that day when freed from sinning

I shall see his lovely face

Clothèd then in blood-washed linen

How I'll sing thy sovereign grace

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry

Take my ransomed soul away

Send thine angels now to carry

Me to realms of endless day

– The hope of non posse peccare

– The relationship between men and sin has three stages:

1. Pre-Fall Adam: posse non peccare → possible not to sin

2. Post-Fall Adam (and us): non posse non peccare → not possible not to sin

3. Post-Resurrection: non posse peccare → not possible to sin

– Our hope and longing as Christians is for that day of non posse peccare: that day when we neither can nor will sin. We will see Jesus, and no other desire will even be considered.

– This sinlessness is represented here by “blood-washed linen.”

– The eternality of worship

– We will worship forever the Sovereign One who has shown us this marvelous grace.

– “Come quickly, Lord Jesus!”

– He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! Revelation 22:20 (ESV) 

– Our Lord, come! 1 Corinthians 16:22b (ESV)

– I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. Philippians 1:23 (ESV) 

– For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (ESV)

