Major Themes of Salvation

Grace Community Church Sunday School

Salvation and the Cosmos

In the coming weeks, we'll be looking specifically at personal salvation.  The Bible certainly focuses on the fact that God saves sinners, but it also speaks of the effects of salvation in terms of the entire cosmos.

18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Romans 8:18-25 (ESV)

What does it mean that “the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly...”?

17And to Adam he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. Gen 3:17-18 (ESV)

What does it mean that “the creation...will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God”?

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. Rev 21:1 (ESV)

No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. Rev 22:3 (ESV)

Why do you think this is significant?  How is this important to us as individual believers?  How does this teach and equip us as the Church?

When Jesus died on the cross, he died to “make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,” to quote Isaac Watts' “Joy to the World.”  Salvation is the destroying of all the works of the devil and all the effects of sin, including the curse upon creation.

Salvation and God's Sovereignty

What does it mean when we say, “God's sovereignty”?

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Luke 19:10 (ESV)

Who is the doer in Romans 8:29-30?

29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. Romans 8:29-30 (ESV)

What is difficult or frustrating about the idea of God's sovereignty in salvation?

20But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? Romans 9:20-21 (ESV)

What is comforting and helpful about the idea of God's sovereignty in salvation?

37All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” John 6:37-40 (ESV)

Why is it important that we have a solid grasp of God's sovereignty in all things generally, but in salvation particularly?

Salvation in All Three Tenses

Past: Ephesians 2:8; Luke 7:50; Acts 2:47; Romans 8:24

How is it helpful for us to see that our salvation is in part in the past?

Present: 1 Corinthians 1:18, 15:2; 2 Corinthians 2:15; Philippians 2:12-13

How is it helpful for us to see that our salvation is in part in the present?

Future: Matthew 10:22; Romans 13:11

How is it helpful for us to see that our salvation is in part in the future?

How should this affect our daily life?  Our worship?

