Salvation Accomplished and Secured: The Atoning Work of Jesus Christ

Grace Community Church Sunday School

37All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” John 6:37-40 (ESV)

This text actually could be the theme or thesis text for our series; it seems to encapsulate most of our outline.  Last week we saw that the plan of salvation was before the foundation of the world; this is the Father determining the intent to save individuals (“All that the Father gives me,” John 6:37).

Today, we're looking at the accomplishing or securing of that plan, specifically in the work of Jesus Christ in dying on the cross, being raised from the dead, and ascending to the right hand of God (“And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me...everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life,” John 6:39, 40).  What exactly happened when Jesus died on the cross?  What exactly did he do for us?

Our primary text for this part of our study is Romans 3:21-26, but we'll look at some other texts to help us understand what Paul is talking about here in Romans.

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Romans 3:21-26 (ESV)

What is the need for Christ's work that Paul writes about in this text?

What is the solution or remedy?

What does it mean (in general) to be a scapegoat?

The origin of “scapegoat” actually helps us understand what “propitiation” means.  We need to go back to the Old Testament to the book of Leviticus.  It's one of the first five books of the Bible, all written by Moses.  Leviticus specifically contains instructions for how the Israelites were to worship God.

Leviticus 16 helps us understand what this word “propitiation” and what another word like it, “expiation,” mean.

1The Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they drew near before the Lord and died, 2and the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 3But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with a bull from the herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4He shall put on the holy linen coat and shall have the linen undergarment on his body, and he shall tie the linen sash around his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the holy garments. He shall bathe his body in water and then put them on. 5And he shall take from the congregation of the people of Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering. 6“Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make atonement for himself and for his house. 7Then he shall take the two goats and set them before the Lord at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot for Azazel. 9And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for the Lord and use it as a sin offering, 10but the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before the Lord to make atonement over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to Azazel.   Lev 16:1-10 (ESV)

Why was Aaron forbidden from entering the Most Holy Place?

How was Aaron allowed to enter the Most Holy Place?

What is the purpose of the two goats?

15“Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. 17No one may be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for himself and for his house and for all the assembly of Israel. 18Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the Lord and make atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all around. 19And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and consecrate it from the uncleannesses of the people of Israel. 20“And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall present the live goat. 21And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness. 22The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall let the goat go free in the wilderness. Lev 16:15-22 (ESV)

What does the high priest do with the first goat?  What purpose does this serve, i.e., how is sin dealt with?

What does the high priest do with the live goat?  What purpose does this serve, i.e., how is sin dealt with?

“Propitiation” is what happens with the first goat.  “Expiation” is what happens with the second goat, the scapegoat.”

What does this have to do with Jesus?  Hebrews 9 answers that.

In Hebrews, we see that the two goats are a type or shadow of what Jesus would do.  The goats (and all of the Law of Moses, for that matter) are a symbol that points to something greater that is fulfilled in Jesus.  That's what we mean when we speak of types: a type is something that points to a greater truth or reality that is fulfilled in, by, or through Jesus.

1Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of holiness. 2For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place. 3Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place, 4having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 5Above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 6These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first section, performing their ritual duties, 7but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people. 8By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first section is still standing 9(which is symbolic for the present age). According to this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, 10but deal only with food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation.  Heb 9:1-10 (ESV)

What are the limitations of the original temple and way of worship (sacrifices, temples, curtains, offerings, etc.)?  Why is Old Testament worship inferior?

11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent ( not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. Heb 9:11-14 (ESV)

How was Jesus' work similar to the Old Testament typical worship?

How did Jesus' work fulfill and/or surpass the typical Old Testament worship?

What did Jesus accomplish that the Old Testament sacrifices and worship could never do?  

Why is this important?

How does this affect us individually?  Corporately?

15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” 21And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 23Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, 26for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. Heb 9:15-28 (ESV)

Why was death needed to inaugurate or begin a covenant?

Why is death an important requirement for Jesus' work in accomplishing and securing our salvation?

What did Jesus' High Priestly ministry look like (what, where, how, how often)?  Why is this important for us to know and believe?  What would change if it were different?

How is Jesus our propitiation and expiation?

Can we have confidence in Jesus' work?  Why or why not?

What (if anything) is difficult about this reality?

What (if anything) is comforting or helpful about this reality?

How can knowing and believing this affect our daily lives?  Our corporate worship?  Our lives together as believers?  Why?

Let's go back to our original text for this section: Romans 3:21-26:

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Romans 3:21-26 (ESV)

Who put Jesus forward as a propitiation (now that we see what propitiation means)?

Why did God put Jesus forward as a propitiation?

How does this text help us in times of doubt, uncertainty, falling into sin, etc.?  Based on this text, how should we respond to such times?

