Salvation Accomplished and Secured, Part II

The Resurrection and Ascension

Summary Review Questions

Which part of salvation occurred in eternity past, “before the foundation of the world”?

Which Person of the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) was responsible for this part (hint: think John 6:37 and Ephesians 1:3-4)?

Is this part of salvation a one-time event or a process?  Why is the distinction important here?

Which part of salvation did we talk about next?

Which Person of the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) was responsible for this part (hint: Hebrews 9)?

Is this part of salvation a one-time event or a process?  Why is the distinction important here?

The Resurrection

1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you— unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 1 Cor 15:1-8 (ESV)

What does Paul mean by “I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received”?

What four things does Paul list after he says this?

What importance do these four things have, according to Paul?

What evidence of the reality of the resurrection is given here?  What is its significance?

1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ... Romans 1:1-6 (ESV)

According to Paul, what is the purpose (and/or result) of Jesus' resurrection from the dead?

In light of this, how does the resurrection change how we look at and think of the death of Christ?  That is, how would our thinking and believing be different if all we had was the death but not the resurrection of Christ?

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Romans 6:1-11 (ESV)

What practical implications does the resurrection of Jesus have for us in our daily lives?  What difference does it make that Jesus is risen?

The Ascension

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” Acts 1:6-11 (ESV)

4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. John 16:4-11 (ESV)

Why does Jesus ascend into heaven?  

Why is this an important part of the story and history of salvation?

16Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: 
He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 1 Tim 3:16 (ESV)

