Salvation Applied: Effectual Calling, New Birth, and Repentance-Faith

Grace Community Church Sunday School

Thus far in our series, we've seen the objective, historical (and extra-historical) events of our salvation: 

(1) Before the foundation of the world, God the Father planned our salvation by choosing to save undeserving sinners for the purposes of his own will and glory.  The Father gave the people he chose to save to the Son in order for him to purchase their salvation.

(2) Jesus Christ accomplished and secured the salvation of the people God the Father gave him by dying on the cross as a sinless substitutionary Sacrifice and by being raised from the dead on the third day.  He ascended to the Father in heaven (from which he will return in the same manner) in order to send the Holy Spirit.

The question arises, then: how is the salvation planned by the Father and purchased by the Son applied to individuals?  We are not born saved; rather, Jesus tells us to make disciples and preach the gospel in all nations.  How is it that we go from being not saved to being saved?

8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  18But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.” 19But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, “I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you angry.”  20Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, “I have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.” 21But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.” Romans 10:8-21 (ESV)

What response to the gospel is required from an individual?  According to Paul, do all people respond the same way to the gospel?

What chain of events has to happen in order for that response to come about?

Who begins and ends that chain of events?  Why is this important?

1Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Cor 4:1-6 (ESV)

How does Paul distinguish his methods from those of others, i.e., how does Paul contrast the motives for his ministry with the motives of others?

Are people able or capable of receiving the gospel in and of themselves?  Why or why not?

What did Paul's ministry look like in light of this?  What did he do?  What did he not do?

What is necessary for someone to believe the gospel?

This, then, brings us to our definition of effectual calling.  We've seen that the gospel message, the “word of Christ” received by faith, must be preached in order for a sinner to call upon the name of the Lord and be saved.  However, we've also just seen that men are blinded and deceived by the ruler of this world to be unreceptive to the gospel.  Therefore, the Holy Spirit has to make us alive and open our eyes, hearts, and minds to the truth and reality of the gospel message.  

Effectual refers to the Holy Spirit's power in that he cannot fail to open the eyes of those whose salvation Jesus bought; calling refers to the means or method of opening the eyes, which is the preaching and/or sharing of the gospel.

We see this very clearly in John 6.

35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 41So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. 45It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me— 46not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. ... 59Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.”  John 6:35-47,59-65 (ESV)

What does Jesus say has to happen in order for someone to truly believe and receive him (6:44)?  What confidence is there for those who come (6:35, 37, 47)?

According to Jesus, what is necessary to understand the hard sayings of the gospel?  What is useless by itself?

Given the need of the Spirit to understand the gospel, should we even bother with evangelism and missions?  Are we wasting our time and money trying to do what only God can do?  Why or why not?

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” John 3:1-21 (ESV)

What does Jesus mean by “see the kingdom of God”?  

What has to happen in order to be able to see the kingdom of God?

Why would Jesus' answer be a shock to Nicodemus?

What does “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” mean?  i.e., give a brief definition of what it means to be born again.

What is the significance of “[t]he wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.  So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit”?

According to Jesus, what does seeing the kingdom of God look like? (3:15-16, 18)

How does Jesus'/John's teaching about light and darkness correspond to what we've already seen, especially in 2 Corinthians 4?

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” Mark 1:14-15 (ESV)

37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” Acts 2:37-39 (ESV)

44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. Acts 10:44-48 (ESV)

30Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Acts 16:30-31 (ESV)

13And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. 14One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. Acts 16:13-15 (ESV)

How do these texts differ from the texts we've read up to this point?  How are they related?

What are the common threads in all these texts?  What happens in each case?

Do you struggle with relating or reconciling these texts with the previous ones?  Why or why not?

Do the truths of election, atonement, resurrection, and ascension help you understand effectual calling, new birth, and repentance-faith?

