Salvation in Progress: Sanctification

Grace Community Church Sunday School

For each of us who are believers, today's text addresses specifically where we are now and what's going on in our salvation right now.  In the introductory lesson, one of the themes that I mentioned was that the Bible speaks of salvation in all three tenses (past, present, and future).

	Past
	Present
	Future

	Election
	Before the foundation of the world
	Sanctification
	From conversion to death/Christ's return
	Perseverance

Preservation
	Culminates in death/Christ's return

	Crucifixion

Resurrection

Ascension
	ca. AD 30-33
	
	
	Glorification
	Begins at death, completed at Christ's return

	Effectual Calling

New Birth

Repentance-Faith
	In response to the preaching of the gospel
	
	
	
	

	Justification
	The moment of new birth/repentance-faith
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Union with Christ


It needs to be clarified that saying “we are being saved” does not in any way negate or overrule what we've already said.  “We have been saved” must necessarily come before “we are being saved,” which must necessarily come before “we will be saved.”

“Salvation in progress,” as I call sanctification, is quite simply the process of finishing what justification started.  Justification was God declaring us to be holy, obedient, and righteous (because Jesus' righteousness is credited to us and our sin is credited to him).  The problem is, God declares us to be something that we are not.  Sanctification is the process of becoming what we are declared to be.

The word “sanctification” is a fancy word that is interchangeable with holiness.  Anywhere you read “sanctification,” you can replace it with “holiness.”  We use the word to distinguish between the quality or description of holiness with the process of becoming holy.

29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. Romans 8:29 (ESV)

What was the goal or purpose of God's election of sinners?

1Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For this is the will of God, your sanctification...1 Thessalonians 4:1-3a (ESV)

Does replacing “sanctification” with “holiness” make the verse make more sense?

How does Paul generally describe sanctification (in verse 1), before giving specific examples in verses 4 and following?

14As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 21who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 1 Peter 1:14-21 (ESV)

According to Peter, what are we being sanctified from?

According to Peter, what are we being sanctified to (or into)?

What does Peter base this teaching on (Leviticus 11:44)?

What is the motivation and/or foundation for being holy as God is holy?

25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. Eph 5:25-27 (ESV)

For what purpose did Jesus give himself up for the Church?

How does this address the legalism/license issue in Christian living?

15What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:15-23 (ESV)

What is the contrast Paul makes in this text?

What does “sanctification” look like according to Paul in this text?  What does sanctification ultimately lead to?

What motivations do we (or should we) have in pursuing holiness/sanctification?

4Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 5For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code. Romans 7:4-6 (ESV)

How does sanctification differ from legalism (= I have to obey these rules for God to love/accept me)?

How does what we've seen in the previous weeks help us make this distinction?

Why do we struggle making the distinction between biblical sanctification and legalism?

7What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead. 9I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. 10The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. 11For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. Romans 7:7-12 (ESV)

If we're not under law but rather grace, should we discard the law altogether?  Why or why not?

What does Paul mean by “when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died” and “The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me”?

13Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 14For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. Romans 7:13-25 (ESV)

What does Paul say that the law accomplishes, then?

What is the struggle that Paul explains here?

What is the remedy or solution to this struggle?

What specifically can we do individually and corporately to apply the remedy to our daily lives?

