Salvation's Foundation: Union with Christ

Grace Community Church Sunday School

There is a deep, profound problem with what we've seen thus far in our series.  How can God be holy, just, right, and good, if he punishes an innocent Man (Jesus) and declares sinners (us) not guilty?  When God reveals himself to Moses in Exodus 34:7, part of his name is the One “who will by no means clear the guilty.”  How can there be a Great Exchange if this is true?  How can God be, as Paul describes him, both “just and the justifier of the one who believes”?

Let's look at Zechariah 3 for a picture of the answer.

1Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. 2And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, O Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?” 3Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy garments. 4And the angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments.” 5And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the Lord was standing by. 6And the angel of the Lord solemnly assured Joshua, 7“Thus says the Lord of hosts: If you will walk in my ways and keep my charge, then you shall rule my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you the right of access among those who are standing here. 8Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you, for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch. 9For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day. 10In that day, declares the Lord of hosts, every one of you will invite his neighbor to come under his vine and under his fig tree.” Zech 3:1-10 (ESV)

Who are the three people shown to Zechariah (the narrator)?

What is Satan there to do?  What grounds does he have to do this? What does the LORD do about it?

What promise is given to Joshua?  Who or what is this promise about?

This is a prophecy about Jesus.  Zechariah records what God said to Joshua the High Priest about Jesus, who would be coming.  Joshua's filthy clothes are exchanged for pure, clean clothes and a clean turban.  This exchange of clothes is symbolic of what really happened: Joshua's sins were taken away.  We sing the same thing here at Grace Community: “When he shall come with trumpet sound / O, may I then in him be found / Dressed in his righteousness alone / Faultless to stand before the throne.”

12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 20Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 5:12-21 (ESV)

Who are the two men in this text?

What did the first man accomplish or bring about?  Why?

What did the second man accomplish or bring about?  Why?

How is Adam “a type of the one who was to come” (5:14)?

How is the second Adam's work greater (“much more,” 5:15, 17)?

Where are we in this text?  How or where do we fit in?

What about this idea (federal headship) is difficult for us to come to terms with, especially in our time and culture? Why?

Why is the reality of federal headship necessary for the gospel story?

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Romans 6:1-11 (ESV)

What was our relationship with sin and Jesus?  What is it now?

Why is our relationship with sin and Jesus different?

What hope is there in this change of relationship?  What difference does this make for our day-to-day lives?

1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Col 3:1-4 (ESV)

What's the command in this text?

On what basis or foundation is this command given and is it to be followed?

What does it mean that our lives are “hidden with Christ in God”?

