Salvation's Hope: Preservation and Perseverance

Grace Community Church Sunday School

In the history of the church, the question has been asked, “Can a person lose his salvation?”  Obviously, this is not an academic, how-many-angels-can-dance-on-the-head-of-a-pin question; rather, this is quite literally a life or death matter.  

In the course of the history of the church, the question has been answered in various ways by various individuals and groups.  I hope that just by what we've seen already, that would be sufficient for you to agree with me that the answer is a resounding no.  What I want us to see today is that the Bible addresses this very question directly and clearly with its own authoritative no.

Part of the doubt caused by this issue is the fact that the wrong question gets asked.  It is simply foolish—the most diplomatic way I could think of to describe it—to ask the question, “Can someone lose his salvation?”  Asked this way, the question assumes that someone had a hand in getting his salvation in the first place and therefore has the possibility of fumbling it away.  Biblically, the question is rather, “Can Jesus lose someone's salvation?”

This gets at why I called this section “salvation's hope.”  What we're addressing is the hope that the salvation that we've described so far will be finished and completed.  This hope is a two-sided coin; you cannot separate one from the other.  The reason we have hope that our salvation is certain and sure to the end is that (1) God preserves us, and (2) we persevere.

37All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” John 6:37-40 (ESV)

What is God's will that Jesus came to do?

How does what we've seen so far in our study of salvation (election, atonement, effectual calling, new birth, justification) provide the foundation for God's preserving his people?

What are the explicit, definitive statements Jesus makes about preserving his people?

What effect do these statements have on our confidence in our salvation?

24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.” John 10:24-30 (ESV)

Where is preservation in this text?  Where is perseverance?

What is the basis for the steadfast hope of our salvation in this text?

21And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. Col 1:21-23 (ESV)

Where is preservation in this text?  Where is perseverance?

Does verse 23 sound strange or out of place?  Why or why not?

According to verse 23, how are we to persevere?

24Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. Jude 24-25 (ESV)

Who is doing the keeping?

What's the significance of “with great joy”?

9Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that belong to salvation. 10For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. 11And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. Heb 6:9-12 (ESV)

How does the author of Hebrews build up his readers?  What does he encourage them to do (or keep doing)?

What is the hope or basis for encouraging them in this way?

9I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 20“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” John 17:9-26 (ESV)

Who are the two groups of people Jesus prays for here?

What does Jesus pray for them?

What does Jesus base his prayers on?

How does this verse refute the idea that salvation can be “lost”; that is, what confidence and comfort is there in this prayer?

