Pre-Sermon Study Questions

- Before looking at any verses, what good do you think can come from suffering?  Why would God ordain suffering in this world?  

- According to Romans 8:28, what things is God able to work together for good?  Who does this promise apply to? 

- According to Hebrews 5:8-9, what happened to Jesus as a result of His suffering?  How does this help us understand our own suffering?    

- According to Romans 5:3-5, what does suffering produce?  And what is the ultimate product of that suffering?

- In Hebrews 12:7-11, what does the author say God is doing through our struggles? Why is God doing this - is it out of anger or as punishment?  What specific reason is given in 12:10?

- According to James 1:2-4, what does the testing of our faith produce?  And what is the ultimate goal of our faith being tested?

- In 1 Peter 1:6-7, what does Peter say is the purpose of “various trials”?  What is the ultimate end of the testing?

- According to 1 Peter 4:1-2, what is true of a person who has experienced suffering in the flesh?  What does it mean to “cease from sin”?  

- In 1 Peter 4:17, Peter says, “it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God.”  Since the context of the paragraph is suffering, what does this phrase mean?  How does it help us understand suffering?  

- In 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, why does God refuse to remove Paul's thorn in the flesh?  What does He want Paul to learn?  Specifically in 2 Corinthians 12:10, why is Paul content with his various sufferings?  

- In John 12:24, what does Jesus say must happen for a seed to bear much fruit?  How does He apply that to his hearers?

- In Colossians 1:24, why does Paul rejoice in his sufferings?  What does he mean by saying that he is “filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of...the church?

- In 1 Peter 3:14-17, what does Peter promise will happen if we suffer for righteousness' sake?  How does he tell his readers to act during those times of suffering?  

- In 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, what is the ultimate hope that sustains Paul in the midst of his suffering?  What does Paul say that our suffering is doing?  

- What is the ultimate hope that Jesus holds out in Matthew 5:11-12 to motivate us in suffering?

- In Romans 8:18, how does Paul compare suffering with what awaits us in eternity?  

- In Romans 8:20, Paul says the creation was subjected “in hope.”  What is that hope?  It was subjected in hope...of what?  

- In Romans 8:22, Paul compares the groaning of the earth to a woman in labor.  How does this image help us understand suffering in this life?  

- According to Hebrews 11:24-26, why was Moses willing to be mistreated with the other Israelites and reproached for Christ?  What motivated him?  

- According to Hebrews 12:1-2, what motivated Jesus to endure the agony of the cross? 

Post-Sermon Study Questions

- What are some of the “good things” God can bring about through suffering?  

- What is our ultimate hope in the midst of suffering?  

- What are some practical ways that we can remind ourselves, and each other, of the glory that is to come?  

- What is the best (most understanding and tactful) way to encourage someone from Scripture in the midst of suffering?  

