Suffering (Part 1)

Pre-Sermon Study Questions

What sorts of things would you consider “suffering”?  Do you believe you suffer? 

According to Romans 8:16-17, what is the condition of being a joint heir with Christ?  What must happen if we are going to be joint heirs with him?  

According to 2 Corinthians 4:7-10, how should we describe ourselves as Christians?  How does Paul describe us?  

According to Philippians 1:29-30, what has God granted to us?

What do Matthew 10:16-25; Mark 13:12-13; and John 15:18-16:4 have in common?  What does Jesus promise in each one of them?  

According to 2 Tim. 3:12, what should we expect if we desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus?  What do you think this will look like?  

What does Jesus promise his disciples in John 16:33?  Why does he say he is telling them this?  

According to Luke' s account in Acts 14:22, what were Paul and his associates doing as they returned to the places they had visited?  How were they doing this?  What were they telling the people?

What does Paul promise Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:1-5?  What is the source of the “difficulty”?  

Did Jesus suffer while on earth?  How?  Why?  (Note Romans 8:17; 2 Corinthians 1:5; 1 Peter 2:21; 3:18; 4:1)

According to Hebrews 2:18, what was one way in which Jesus suffered?  How does this help us understand the nature of suffering?  

According to Luke 13:16 and Acts 10:38, what was the source of (at least some) of the sickness Jesus healed?  How does this help us understand the nature of suffering? 

According to 2 Corinthians 12:10, what sort of “suffering” did Paul endure?  How does this text help us understand the nature of suffering?  

Romans 8:22-23 says that both we and the whole creation are “groaning”.  Why?  What is the cause of this groaning (note verse 20 of the same chapter)?  

How does Genesis 3:14-19 help us understand suffering?  

According to Acts 2:23 and Acts 4:27-28, what was the ultimate reason that Jesus suffered and died at the hands of lawless men?  How does this help us understand the nature of suffering? 

Post-Sermon Questions

Should Christians expect to suffer?  Why?

What classifies as suffering?  What are some ways that we, in our lives today, suffer?    

According to 1 Peter 4:12 and 1 John 3:13, what should be our attitude when we encounter suffering?  

How do these realities about suffering apply to our everyday lives?  What do they teach us about suffering that we need to know?    

