James 3:1-12 - “The Tongue is a Fire”

Pre-Sermon Study Questions

Why shouldn’t many of us become teachers?

How do the images of a horse’s bit and a ship’s rudder help us understand the tongue?

How is the tongue like a fire?

Is the tongue inherently good or evil? 

Who can tame (control) the tongue?

Why shouldn’t both blessing and cursing come from the same mouth? 

What is the point of the questions and images in verses 11 and 12?  How do they relate to the tongue? 

What are the main points of this text?

Post-Sermon Application Questions

What does this text teach us about the tongue and our words? 

How should we live in light of this text?  

How do we gain control over our tongue?

How do we make sure that “blessing” and “fresh water” and good fruit are coming from our mouths? 

What does the gospel of Jesus Christ have to do with this issue?

